
OUR LADY OF MERCY CHURCH 

837 Bartle� Road    •    Harborcreek, PA 16421    •    www.ourladyofmercychurch.org�

�

�

MISSION STATEMENT  

We are a Eucharis�c, Catholic Chris�an Community of 

Communi�es formed by the Word of God and the teachings of the 

Church. We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to live the values of 

Jesus Christ in a prayerful, welcoming and nurturing environment.�

MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturday Vigil: 6:00 p.m.�

Sunday: 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.�

Weekday: 8:30 a.m.�

PARISH STAFF 

Fr. Ma�hew Kujawinski, Pastor�

Deacon Paul Barko, Deacon Assistant�

Donna Clark, Pastoral Minister�

Irene Lucas,  Director of Lifelong Faith Forma�on�

Ka2e Stephenson,  Administra�ve  Assistant�

Linda Peters,  Director of Music�

Ma�hew Clark,  Director of Liturgy�

Kirk Mientkiewicz, Maintenance Coordinator�

Andrea Maille, Lifelong Faith Forma�on Secretary�

CONTACT INFORMATION  

Parish Office: 814�899�5342�

Office of Lifelong Faith Forma�on: 814�899�6132�

Fax: 814�898�3306�

Email: info@ourladyofmercychurch.org�

APRIL 9, 2023 - EASTER SUNDAY 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit�

Holy Spirit, Breath of the Creator,�

� � as advocate whom the Father sent,�

� � � fall afresh with the sparks of faith�

� � � � on this community.�

Ignite our hearts to give bold witness of your love;�

� � crea!ng a culture of belonging.�

Open our eyes to the present, �

� � enable us to see your vision for our future;�

� � � showing us the way to go.�

Give us the wisdom to wait for you�

� � as we trust you to teach us and guide us.�

May we be filled with passion and desire�

� � to inten!onally and eagerly journey�

� � � the path you have laid out for us.�

Amen�



Easter Sunday � April 9, 2023� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � page 2�

PRAYER LINE 

9:00 a.m.�4:00 p.m.�

Call Donna Smicker at 814�899�9108�

4:00 p.m.�9:00 p.m.�

Call Gerri Extein at 814�490�9681�

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Mon.� 04/10�� Acts 2:14, 22�23� � � / Mt 28:8�15�

Tue.� 04/11�� Acts 2:36�41�� � � � / Jn 20:11�18�

Wed.� 04/12�� Acts 3:1�10� � � � � / Lk 24:13�35�

Thur.� 04/13�� Acts 3:11�26�� � � � / Lk 24:35�48�

Fri.�� 04/14�� Acts 4:1�12� � � � � / Jn 21:1�14�

Sat.� 04/15�� Acts 4:13�21�� � � � / Mk 16:9�15�

Sun.� 04/16�� Acts 2:42�47�/ 1 Pt 1:3�9� / Jn 20:19�31�

THE WEEK AHEAD 
For a complete calendar of events, please visit �

ourladyofmercychurch.org/calendar�

Mon.� 04/10�� � Parish Office Closed�

� � � � � 6:30 p.m.�� Roman Candles SCC�

Tue.� 04/11�� 10:00 a.m.� Angels In Training SCC�

� � � � � 1:00 p.m.�� Po)er’s Clay SCC�

� � � � � 2:00 p.m.�� Prayer Shawl�

� � � � � 4:00 p.m.�� Religious Ed Gr. 3�6�

� � � � � 5:30 p.m.�� Pastoral Council�

� � � � � 6:30 p.m.�� Pastoral Facilitator Mtg.�

Wed.� 04/12�� 9:00 a.m.�� Pain2ng Group�

� � � � � 6:30 p.m.�� AGIFT Mtg.�

� � � � � 7:00 p.m.�� Knights of Columbus�

Thur.� 04/13�� 6:00 p.m.�� Prayer Shawl�

� � � � � 7:00 p.m.�� Leadership Summit�

Fri.�� 04/14�� 7:00 p.m.�� Ultreya�

Sat.� 04/15�� 4:30 p.m.�� Sacrament of Penance�

Sun.� 04/16�� 9:30 a.m.�� Religious Ed Gr K�2 & 7�8�

� � � � � 9:30 a.m.�� Healing Ministry�

� � � � � 9:45 a.m.�� Sunday CAFE�

FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

Offertory for the weekend of April 2, 2023�

� Envelopes sent:�� � � 357� �

� Envelopes returned:� � 76�� $� 4,435.00�

� Faith Direct Deposits:� � 136� $� 3,325.57�

� Loose Change:� � � � � � $�      128.00�

    � TOTAL OFFERTORY:�� � � � $�  7,888.57�

MASS INTENTIONS  

Mon.� 04/10�� 8:30 a.m.�� � N, M-.. ��

Tue.� 04/11�� 8:30 a.m.�� Clemens Herrmann�

� � � � � � � � � (Family)�

Wed.� 04/12�� 8:30 a.m.�� Hilbert Jordan�

� � � � � � � � � (Sandy and Family)�

Thur.� 04/13�� 8:30 a.m.�� Sam Garwig�

� � � � � � � � � (John Abbate)�

Fri.�� 04/14�� 8:30 a.m.�� �

Sat.� 04/15�� 6:00 p.m.�� Frank Szklenski�

� � � � � � � � � (Joe & Lois Heise)�

Sun.� 04/16�� 8:30 a.m.�� For the People of OLM�

� � � � � 11:00 a.m.� Helen Bandur�

� � � � � � � � � (Teri & Tim Duvall)�

STAFF EXTENSION NUMBERS 

Our new phone system allows someone to dial the 

staff extension directly if you get our recorded 

message. Here is the staff directory: �

● Fr Ma)………………….226�

● Deacon Paul………….233�

● Ka2e……………………..210�

● Irene……………………..214�

● Kirk……………………….216�

● Linda…………………….211�

● Donna…………………..213 �

THIS SUNDAY’S 

REFLECTION 

EASTER SUNDAY 

“When Jesus had risen, early on the first day of the 

week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of 

whom he had driven seven demons.” (Mark 16:9)�

� Popular Catholic piety some2mes posits that the 

newly risen Jesus appears first to the Blessed Virgin 

Mary. It is a happy thought, but it’s simply not what 

the scriptures report. We are told quite directly that 

he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, “out of whom 

he had driven seven demons.”�

� Why would the gospel writer remind us of this 

unsavory detail of Mary’s past? Historians tell us 

women were not qualified to give legal tes2mony. On 

top of that, to be possessed by not just one, but 

seven demons, is unsavory and terrifying. What 

damage had they done to her? What did she do to 

allow herself to be home to such evil? It doesn’t seem 

to ma)er. Jesus chose Mary Magdalene to be the first 

one who saw him risen from the dead. He decided 

she was qualified.�

� Do you think that you are disqualified from seeing 

and announcing the risen Jesus because of your past 

demons? Maybe they are the demons of despair, 

confusion, self�hatred, pride, addic2on, failure, 

boredom, laziness, or other sins. Well, don’t. In the 

light of the Risen Jesus, all these past demons make 

our witness that much more believable � only if we 

allow ourselves to be touched by the libera2ng hand 

of Christ, just as Mary Magdalene did.�

� Father John Muir�

©LPi�
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Focus Group for Grief Support 

Monday April 17 at 1 p.m. or 7 p.m. We 

need some input to help reorganize our 

Grief Support for the parish. Although a 

support group has been very beneficial 

some�mes the monthly schedule is too infrequent. 

Please come for casual conversa�on and refreshments 

to either the a ernoon or the evening session. �

Book Group 

Join us on April 19 at the home of Irene 

Lucas, 1019 Bartle) Rd., to discuss Mad 

Honey by Jodi Picoult. Our May �tle will 

be Hello Beau�ful by Ann Napolitano. �

Parent Baptismal Preparation Session 

If you were unable to a)end the 

Bap�smal Prep Session in March, 

another class has been scheduled 

for 1:30 on April 30.  Please call the 

parish office at 814�899�5342 by 

April 27 to register for the session.�

Sundae Sunday 

Birds are nes�ng. Bulbs are blooming. 

Trees are budding. It must be �me for 

Sundae Sunday. Mark your calendar and 

join us for an ice cream sundae bar and 

cake walk at noon on April 30. Can you 

donate a cake for the cake walk? A sign 

up list will be in the Gathering Space a er 

Easter. Let’s get together and celebrate all the 

goodness of the season!�

For Mercy Sake Deadline 

The deadline to submit ar�cles for 

the spring issue of For Mercy Sake 

is Sunday, April 23. Send 

submissions to secretary@ourladyofmercychurch.org.�

Sunday Morning *C*A*F*E* 

Join us at 9:45 on Sunday, April 16 for our 

spring Sunday Morning *C*A*F*E* in 

Sperry Hall.  Get your week off to a great 

start with fresh brewed coffee, delicious 

homemade treats and a challenging 

presenta�on. Erin Tubbs, Director of 

Catholic Chari�es for the Diocese of Erie, will share the 

many ways that Catholic Chari�es serves the people of 

northwestern Pennsylvania. �

Thank You, Music Ministry! 

A special “thank you” goes 

out to all of the par�cipants in 

our Music Ministry for a job 

well done all throughout Holy 

Week. Thank you for your 

�me and talents and for 

spreading Easter joy to the whole congrega�on this 

season. As a reminder, there will be no Choir 

Rehearsals on Thursday April 13th. Enjoy your well 

deserved break!�

FORMED.ORG 

If you are new to the parish, you can enjoy 

formed.org for free by signing up as part of 

the parish subscrip�on. All you need is 

your email, then select the op�on for an “ins�tu�on 

or parish” subscrip�on and search for Our Lady of 

Mercy Harborcreek.�

Question of the Week 

Ques�on�of�the�Week winner for the week of March 

26, was Lydia Peters, grade 2, who knew that Holy 

Week begins on Palm Sunday.�

Child Protection and 

Creating Safe 

Environments 

Child Abuse Preven�on Month�

Recent sta�s�cs tell us one out of every four girls and 

one out of every 6 boys are sexually abused before 

they turn 18. 91% of sexual abuse is perpetrated by 

someone the child or the child’s family knows. This 

means that on every Sunday in our congrega�on there 

are people who have been abused and may con�nue to 

experience the pain of that abuse. Reaching out to 

those who have suffered from abuse is cri�cal in 

bringing hope and the love of Christ to them. 

Assistance is available for vic�ms/survivors of clergy 

sexual abuse by contac�ng the Diocesan Vic�m 

Assistance Coordinator, Dr. Gerard Tobin at�

814�451�1521.�

An Invitation to Explore 

the Catholic Faith 

Some days, the world feels as if it 

is spinning out of control. Natural 

disasters, interna�onal crisis, 

poli�cal discord, economic uncertainty, ecological 

threat, we o�en find ourselves grasping for an 

anchor to steady our lives. God is the one anchor 

that remains sure and stable, no ma�er what 

troubles shake the ground under our feet. A 

rela�onship with God, our Creator, our Savior, our 

Advocate lived in the suppor�ve arms of the 

Church family and nourished by the grace of the 

sacraments can help us live with peace and joy no 

ma�er what life throws at us. Would you like to 

learn more about the Catholic faith? Have you 

toyed with the idea of being bap�zed? Would you 

like to explore your ques�ons about what life as a 

Catholic Chris�an would mean? If you would like 

to start a conversa�on or learn more about the 

process of preparing to join the Catholic faith, 

contact Irene Lucas at 

ilucas@ourladyofmercychurch.org or�

814�899�6132.�
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CSA 2023 
We are almost there only $2,000 more to 

go to meet our assessment!!! Now comes 

the real challenge to raise extra money for our work 

projects which include: Replacing the skylight in the 

atrium $5,000; replace the east gym storage room roof 

$13,300; and replace the garage and food pantry roof 

$24,500. A sincere thank you to all who made a pledge 

and/or gi) to the Catholic Services Appeal. Pledge 

forms are in the Parish Office or on our website. We 

are coun1ng on families to give $500 this year if 

possible. But as always, any pledge will help us. �

Text-To- Give from Faith Direct 

To securely make a gi) to CSA 2023, text a dollar 

amount to 814�892�0055. You will be asked to 

complete a one�1me registra1on page with your billing 

and contact informa1on. A)er this registra1on, you can 

give any 1me by tex1ng a dollar amount to this OLM 

phone number. For Exis1ng accounts: If the email 

address entered does match an exis1ng account, you 

will have the op1on to apply the gi) to your exis1ng 

account.�

Pledge Payment Reminders 

There has been a delay with the Pledge Payment 

Reminders this year. If You would like a current Pledge 

Statement, please contact the Parish Office.�

Blood Drive 

The next Blood Drive is on�

Wednesday May 10th�

from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.�

Knights of Columbus Golf Raffle 

The 28th Golf & Sports Raffle will be held 

on Friday May 12 in the Gym and Sperry 

Hall from 6 to 11 p.m. Tickets will be on sale 

in the Gathering space a)er Mass on March 

26, break for Palm Sunday & Easter and 

then resume on April 16 , 23 , 30 and May 7. Tickets 

will also be on sale in the Parish Office during the 

week from 9 1ll 3. Tickets are $10 each or 3 for $25. 

The grand prize this year is $ 1,000! Our Golf & Sports 

Raffle has become the largest in the Erie area thanks 

to the support of our parish and our many 1cket 

sellers. Proceeds from the raffle are used to support 

youth programs in the parish, provide scholarships for 

parish high school seniors , and fund capital projects. 

Please help the Knights help the parish.�

Chinese Auction Baskets & Items Needed! 

The Knights of Columbus are collec1ng auc1on 

baskets and items for the upcoming Golf and Sports 

Raffle. Please bring all auc1on baskets and items to 

the Parish Office Monday�Friday from 9 a.m. � 3 p.m. 

This event con1nues to be successful because of your 

generous dona1ons. Thank you!�

Save the Date 

Double Dedication 

April 28, 2023 @ 6 p.m. 

The Anniversary of the Dedication of 

Our Lady of Mercy 

& the Dedication of the 

Ritchie Room & Gathering Space 

to honor the late Msgr. Gerald Ritchie. 

Comedy Corner 

SUNDAE SUNDAY 
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“The message of Easter is not�

that Jesus is alive;�

it is so much more.�

The message of Easter is that�

Jesus has risen!”�

Easter reminds us that�

Hope must never be lost�

for as dark as the road may seem,�

there always lies light at the end of it.�

May the Glory of the Risen Lord fill your 

heart with JOY this Easter season and always.�

With Love,�

Fr. Ma% and the Staff of�

Our Lady of Mercy�

To con�nue your experience of Easter Joy, we 

invite you to come back to church�

next weekend!�

We promise a welcoming church family, 

teaching from God’s Word, and a place for you 

to E"#$%"&'(, G($) * S'(,' in Christ’s name.�
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Name_________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________

City/Zip _______________________________________________________

Phone ________________________________________________________

___ New Parishioner
To  s ta r t  t he  new 
m e m b e r  p r o c e s s 
please call the parish 
office at 899-5342; or 
request a phone call by 
filling out this form and 
returning it to the office 
by mail or collection 
basket.___ Change of Address   ___ Moving out of the Parish

“Your Computer
Professional”

JDLCOMPUTERS.COM

new systems
used • repairs
“We service all brands”

898-8300
Jerry & Dee Law - Parishioners

5416 East Lake Road
Erie, PA 16511

814-899-8600
www.brevillier.org 

Ball Pavilion
Short Term Rehab
Long Term Nursing 
Care

Barnabas Court
Licensed Personal 
Care, Residency & 
Independent Living.

Conrad House
Independent Living

EastEast
5001 Buffalo Road5001 Buffalo Road

Erie, PA 16510Erie, PA 16510
899.5424899.5424

WestWest
5341 West Lake Road5341 West Lake Road

Erie, PA 16505Erie, PA 16505
835.6960835.6960

Where There’s Always Where There’s Always 
Something Something GROWINGGROWING On! On!

Josh Skarzenski – 3rd Generation Owner & ParishionerJosh Skarzenski – 3rd Generation Owner & Parishioner

William D. Elkin
Funeral Home

65 South Lake St. • North East

725-4511
Timothy P. Elkin, F.D.
William D. Elkin, F.D.

Pre-Arrangements Available

OLLINGER
PLUMBING, HEATING
& AIR CONDITIONING

Residential • Commercial
Quality Installations & Service

899-2809

     www.harborcreekautogallery.com
6850 Buffalo Rd.                                                        85 West Main
814-315-4051                                                          814-347-9090
Harborcreek, PA                                                         Northeast, PA

 • Sales • PA Inspections
 • Notary • Detailing

6615 Buffalo Road
814-899-9005

www.diningverse.com/fiddleinn

Our Lady Of Mercy cathOLic church
Membership Form

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support  

Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Timothy Weir

tweir@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6568


