
OUR LADY OF MERCY CHURCH 

837 Bartle� Road    •    Harborcreek, PA 16421    •    www.ourladyofmercychurch.org�

�

�

MISSION STATEMENT  

We are a Eucharis�c, Catholic Chris�an Community of 

Communi�es formed by the Word of God and the teachings of the 

Church. We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to live the values of 

Jesus Christ in a prayerful, welcoming and nurturing environment.�

MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturday Vigil: 6:00 p.m.�

Sunday: 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.�

Weekday: 8:30 a.m.�

PARISH STAFF 

Msgr. Gerald T. Ritchie, Pastor�

Deacon Paul Barko, Deacon Assistant�

Donna Clark, Pastoral Minister�

Irene Lucas,  Director of Lifelong Faith Forma�on�

Ka2e Stephenson,  Administra�ve  Assistant�

� � � � � � � & Youth Minister�

Kirk Mientkiewicz, Maintenance Coordinator�

Andrea Maille, Lifelong Faith Forma�on Secretary�

CONTACT INFORMATION  

Parish Office: 814�899�5342�

Office of Lifelong Faith Forma�on: 814�899�6132�

Fax: 814�898�3306�

Email: info@ourladyofmercychurch.org�

JULY 3, 2022 - THE 14TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
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PRAYER LINE 

9:00 a.m.�4:00 p.m.�

Call Donna Smicker at 814�899�9108�

4:00 p.m.�9:00 p.m.�

Call Gerri Extein at 814�490�9681�

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Mon.� 07/04�� Hos 2:16�22� � � � � / Mt 9:18�26�

Tue.� 07/05�� Hos 8:4�7, 11�13� � � / Mt 9:32�38�

Wed.� 07/06�� Hos 10:1�3, 7�8, 12�� � / Mt 10:1�7�

Thur.� 07/07�� Hos 11:1�4, 8�9 �� � � / Mt 10:7�15�

Fri.�� 07/08�� Hos 14:2�10� � � � � / Mt 10:16�23�

Sat.� 07/09�� Is 6:1�8� � � � � � / Mt 10:24�33�

Sun.� 07/10�� Dt 30:10�14/ Col 1: 15�20�/ Lk 10:25�37�

MASS INTENTIONS  

Mon.� 06/04�� 9:00 a.m.�� For Our Na$on�

Tue.� 06/05�� 8:30 a.m.�� Analida Braeger�

� � � � � � � � � (Tom Braeger)�

Wed.� 06/06�� 8:30 a.m.�� Roseanne Jobson�

Thur.� 06/07�� 8:30 a.m.�� Penny Moore�

Fri.�� 07/08�� 8:30 a.m.�� Margaret Gross�

� � � � � � � � � (Family)�

Sat.� 07/09�� 6:00 p.m.�� Denny Smith�

� � � � � � � � � (Janet Smith) �

Sun.� 07/10�� 8:30 a.m.�� Mary Ella Eaglen�

� � � � � � � � � (Margaret McCurdy)�

� � � � � 11:00 a.m.� For the People of OLM�

THE WEEK AHEAD 
For a complete calendar of events, please visit �

ourladyofmercychurch.org/calendar�

Mon.� 07/04�� �    

Tue.� 07/05�� �

Wed.� 07/06�� 1:00 p.m.�� Diamonds in the Rough�

� � � � � 5:30 p.m.�� VBS Planning Mee*ng�

� � � � � 6:00 p.m.�� Fes*val Set�Up�

Thur.� 07/07�� 9:00 a.m.�� Angels In Training SCC�

� � � � � 12:00 p.m.� Jesus Today Prayer�

� � � � � 7:00 p.m.�� Summer Scripture Study�

Fri.�� 07/08�� 11:00 a.m.� Book Sale�

Sat.� 07/09�� 11:00 a.m.� Book Sale�

� � � � � 4:30 p.m.�� Sacrament of Penance�

Sun.� 07/10�� 11:00 a.m.� Book Sale�

� � � � � 12:00 p.m.� �

FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

Offertory for the weekend of June 26, 2022�

� Envelopes sent:�� � � 357� �

� Envelopes returned:� � 58�� $� 3,064.00�

� Faith Direct Deposits:� � 143� $� 3,714.20�

� Loose Change:� � � � � � $� � 99.00�

    � TOTAL OFFERTORY:�� � � � $� 6,877.20�

We 

Remember… 

Fr. Robert Susa, a priest from our Diocese; �

who passed away recently.�

Please hold him and his family in prayer�

during this difficult *me.�

THIS SUNDAY’S 

REFLECTION 

LUKE 10:1-12, 17-20 

He sent [the seventy�two others] 

ahead of him.�

� As I read and reflected on this Scripture passage, I 

began to wonder � where did Jesus live? Jesus le< his 

home and family and moved from town to town 

proclaiming “the kingdom of God is at hand.” From 

Mark’s Gospel we learn that Capernaum became his 

home (probably with Peter’s family) but not much is 

said about how he lived while journeying from place 

to place. So when he sent disciples ahead of him, his 

instruc*ons must have come form personal 

experience. He traveled light, accepted hospitality 

from strangers, stayed in town for a period of *me 

proclaiming the kingdom, and then moved on to 

another. Occasionally, he returned home to 

Capernaum.�

� Now it doesn't say that every disciple became a 

lifelong preacher for the kingdom. Some may have 

become part of Jesus’ team for a short *me, others 

may have made longer commitments. They were 

chosen and learned to walk with Jesus wherever they 

lived.�

� We are all called to be disciples but not all of us 

are called to leave our families. We teach, preach, 

and heal in the name of Jesus in our daily lives. As 

those early disciples, we learn how to be disciples by 

being with Jesus.�

� For Reflec*on: Can I imagine Jesus living in my 

� everyday paIerns? Where would he invite me to 

� find ways to follow and serve?�

Lilly Hess�
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Knights of Columbus Baby Bottle 

Fundraiser Update 

Beginning this weekend please take all baby 

bo�le returns to the parish office before or 

a�er Mass. Returns can also be made to the parish 

office during the week. To date, 165 bo�les were 

handed out and 126 have been returned. Thank you 

for this tremendous response!�

How do I know if God is trying to get 

a message to me?  

Perhaps we need prac'ce listening to God to 

discern if God is speaking to us. It is different 

than listening to our best friend because we 

don’t hear God’s voice in the same way as our 

friend. Reading scripture or a spiritual book then taking 

'me t contemplate is one way to prac'ce. Join this 

small group on Thursdays at noon. We read from the 

book Jesus Today. Through the dialogue we encourage 

each other and grow in our understanding of how to 

listen to God’s voice. Ques'ons call Donna Clark.  �

Summer Scripture Study 

Our Summer Scripture Study con'nues 

each Thursday evening at 7:00 on the 

pa'o of Irene Lucas, 1019 Bartle� Rd. All are welcome. 

On July 7, we will be looking at the parable of the Pearl 

of Great Price.  �

For Mercy Sake Deadline 

The deadline to submit items for the summer 

issue of For Mercy Sake newsle�er is Sunday, 

July 17. Please send items to 

ilucas@ourladyofmercychurch.org.�

Grief Support  

Feeling alone in grief is a common 

experience. Par'cipa'ng in the grief 

support group on Monday July 18 at 7 p.m. can help 

ease the burden that o�en comes with feeling alone 

on the grief journey.�

Book Group 

Join us on July 20 at 7:00 at the home of 

Kay Kaeberlein, 109 Kraus Drive, to discuss 

The Guardian by John Grishem. In August, 

we will discuss The Last Ship Home by Heather Webb.�

Vacation Bible School: All Aboard!�

We are off to explore the many 

places and meet the many people of 

the Bible. Our adventure is open to 

children age 4 through grade 6. 

Children do NOT need to be a member of the parish. 

Join us for a week of fun, friends and faith July 25�29 

from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. The week is free, but 

children need to be registered to ensure there is ample 

supplies.  Registra'on forms can be found on the 

bulle'n tables, on the parish website or requested by 

email.  We are also looking for high school and adult 

volunteers to help with this week of summer fun. For 

more informa'on, call Irene at 814�899�6132.�

FORMED.ORG 

If you are new to the parish, you can enjoy 

formed.org for free by signing up as part of 

the parish subscrip'on. All you need is your 

email, then select the op'on for an “ins'tu'on or 

parish” subscrip'on and search for Our Lady of Mercy 

Harborcreek.�

An Invitation to Explore the Catholic Faith 

Some days, the world feels as if it is 

spinning out of control. Natural disasters, 

interna'onal crisis, poli'cal discord, 

economic uncertainty, ecological threat, 

we o�en find ourselves grasping for an 

anchor to steady our lives.  God is the one anchor that 

remains sure and stable, no ma�er what troubles 

shake the ground under our feet. A rela'onship with 

God, our Creator, our Savior, our Advocate lived in the 

suppor've arms of the Church family and nourished by 

the grace of the sacraments can help us live with peace 

and joy no ma�er what life throws at us. Would you 

like to learn more about the Catholic faith? Have you 

toyed with the idea of being bap'zed?  Would you like 

to explore your ques'ons about what life as a Catholic 

Chris'an would mean?  If you would like to start a 

conversa'on or learn more about the process of 

preparing to join the Catholic faith, contact Irene Lucas 

at ilucas@ourladyofmercychurch.org or 814�899�6132.�

A Special Message 

What a blessing to be part of a parish 

that is so generous with prayers and 

support for fellow parishioners going 

through the loss of a loved one. We 

experienced two losses of loved ones in 

the past year, especially the loss of our 

son on May 18, 2022. Our beloved pastor had a 

wonderful memorial service for both of these losses 

followed by a funeral dinner. Thank you Judy 

Mitcheltree and her kitchen crew of lovely ladies who 

provided us with this dinner along with all the 

volunteer ladies who provided the much appreciated 

dishes. We were overwhelmed with the outpouring of 

love that went into these dinners. Thank you so much. � 

Fred and Kay Kaeberlein  p.s. They say ac'on speaks 

louder than words! Judy is stepping down as the 

coordinator of these dinners a�er 16 years of 

dedica'on. Judy is such a wonderful worker and 

dedicated member of our parish. I volunteered to step 

in as Judy’s replacement. Fred and I now felt the love 

that goes into these dinners and the importance to 

families at this 'me of loss. If anyone is willing to help 

the kitchen crew, please let me know (814�873�4354). � 

Kay Kaeberlein�
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JOB OPENING FOR 

PART-TIME DIRECTOR OF 

MUSIC MINISTRIES  

Our Lady of Mercy Parish is 

seeking a director of music ministries who will be 

ac�vely engaged in the worship life of the parish and 

support the song of the assembly at weekend and 

special liturgies. Candidates must possess a bachelor’s 

degree in music or equivalent experience and have 

knowledge and understanding of Catholic liturgy. 

Addi�onal requirements include the ability to plan 

liturgies, excellent organiza�onal and communica�on 

skills, and adaptability. For a pastoral musician with 

addi�onal skills, this part��me music director posi�on 

can be expanded to full��me coordinator of liturgical 

ministries. Applicants should send a cover le&er and 

resume to info@ourladyofmercychurch.org. For more 

informa�on and a complete job descrip�on, contact 

the parish at 814�899�5342. To learn more about Our 

Lady of Mercy Parish, go to 

www.ourladyofmercychurch.org.�

SUMMER 

FESTIVAL  

The BEST FESTIVAL EVER 

is back in full swing! 

July 10, 2022   12 to 5 p.m. 

In addi�on to our WORLD FAMOUS BBQ Chicken Dinner, 

the Fes�val will also offer…�

Chinese Auc�on � Bake Sale � Bingo � Adult Outdoor 

Games � Children’s Area � Book Sale � Pony Rides�

Raffles: $1000 Grand Prize, Lo&ery Tree, 55 inch TV, Quilt, 

50/50, Restaurant Gi? Cards,�

Wine Basket & Cra? Beer Basket!�

The Book Sale is BACK! July 8th � 10th�

Calling all Bakers: We will need cookies to be used as 

desserts this year in place of sweet breads!  We will have 

1600 dinners this year, so we need 3200 cookies!!!�

WANTED: Cra?ers, Gardeners, Sewers, Painters, 

Woodworkers, Metal workers, and any other Hand Cra?ed 

Items that you can donate to Summer Fes�val 2022 for 

sale at the Cra? Table Sales!�

Now Accep"ng Auc"on Items!�

Auc�on items can be dropped off in the Parish Office 

Monday�Friday from 9 a.m. � 3 p.m. Thank you for your 

generosity!�

OLM Book Sale�

The OLM Book Sale will be July 8
th

�10
th 

from 11:00 a.m. � 

3:00 p.m. We are looking for dona�ons of books, CD’s, 

DVD’s and puzzles. Please NO Reader Digest, VHS tapes, 

magazines, encyclopedia’s, and old/ripped books. Star�ng 

June 18
th

, you can drop off your books in Classroom 5. 

Anyone who would like to help, please call Jan Brown at 

814�790�3115 or 814�899�8974.�

Fes"val Bake Sale�

Baked goods for the Fes�val can be dropped off in the 

Conference Room on Saturday June 9th and at the Bake 

Sale table on Sunday June 10th. Lets make this a great 

“Bake Sale.”�

Chinese Auc"on Help Needed�

We are in need of helping hands to put raffle baskets 

together. If you are able to help, please contact Carole 

Peters at (814)899�4470 or Bunny Weber at (814)602�

8700.�

Prayer For A New 

Director of  Music & Liturgy 

Ever-constant God,  

You remain eternal and unchanged 

while the earth spins us each day 

toward a new sunrise and a new reality.  

Help us as we search 

for a minister of music and liturgy.  

Strengthen us to live for a time  

within the haze of uncertainty 

assured that you are present with us 

and already acting 

to provide for our needs. 

Open our hearts and minds 

to recognize and welcome  

into our midst a new guide 

to engage our spiritual imagination,  

touch our hearts and form us  

ever more deeply 

in the spirit of the liturgy. 

We ask this through Christ, our Lord, 

Amen. 
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Name_________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________

City/Zip _______________________________________________________

Phone ________________________________________________________

___ New Parishioner
To  s ta r t  t he  new 
m e m b e r  p r o c e s s 
please call the parish 
office at 899-5342; or 
request a phone call by 
filling out this form and 
returning it to the office 
by mail or collection 
basket.___ Change of Address   ___ Moving out of the Parish

“Your Computer
Professional”

JDLCOMPUTERS.COM

new systems
used • repairs
“We service all brands”

898-8300
Jerry & Dee Law - Parishioners

5416 East Lake Road
Erie, PA 16511

814-899-8600
www.brevillier.org 

Ball Pavilion
Short Term Rehab
Long Term Nursing 
Care

Barnabas Court
Licensed Personal 
Care, Residency & 
Independent Living.

Conrad House
Independent Living

LYNCH
Home Medical Supply

TIMOTHY P. LYNCH
Parishioner, Owner, Certified Orthotic Fitter

Lift Chairs & Scooters 
Wound Care • Walkers • Wheelchairs

Commodes & Much More
4020 Main St. • Lawrence Park

899-3636
www.lynchmedical.com

EastEast
5001 Buffalo Road5001 Buffalo Road

Erie, PA 16510Erie, PA 16510
899.5424899.5424

WestWest
5341 West Lake Road5341 West Lake Road

Erie, PA 16505Erie, PA 16505
835.6960835.6960

Where There’s Always Where There’s Always 
Something Something GROWINGGROWING On! On!

Josh Skarzenski – 3rd Generation Owner & ParishionerJosh Skarzenski – 3rd Generation Owner & Parishioner

William D. Elkin
Funeral Home

65 South Lake St. • North East

725-4511
Timothy P. Elkin, F.D.
William D. Elkin, F.D.

Pre-Arrangements Available

OLLINGER
PLUMBING, HEATING
& AIR CONDITIONING

Residential • Commercial
Quality Installations & Service

899-2809

     www.harborcreekautogallery.com
6850 Buffalo Rd.                                                        85 West Main
814-315-4051                                                          814-347-9090
Harborcreek, PA                                                         Northeast, PA

 • Sales • PA Inspections
 • Notary • Detailing

www.dusckas-taylorfuneralhome.com

 5151 Buffalo Rd.
 Erie, PA 16510

Robert D. Taylor, Supervisor
814-315-0911

6615 Buffalo Road
814-899-9005

www.diningverse.com/fiddleinn

Our Lady Of Mercy cathOLic church
Membership Form

Contact Timothy Weir to place an ad today! 
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568


