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837 Bartle� Road    •    Harborcreek, PA 16421    •    www.ourladyofmercychurch.org�
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We are a Eucharis�c, Catholic Chris�an Community of 

Communi�es formed by the Word of God and the teachings of the 

Church. We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to live the values of 

Jesus Christ in a prayerful, welcoming and nurturing environment.�
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Saturday Vigil: 6:00 p.m.�

Sunday: 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.�

Weekday: 8:30 a.m.�
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Msgr. Gerald T. Ritchie, Pastor�

Deacon Paul Barko, Deacon Assistant�

Donna Clark, Pastoral Minister�

Irene Lucas,  Director of Lifelong Faith Forma�on�

Pa1 Reavel, Music Director�

Ka4e Stephenson,  Administra�ve  Assistant�

� � � � � � � & Youth Minister�

Kirk Mientkiewicz, Maintenance Coordinator�

Andrea Maille, Lifelong Faith Forma�on Secretary�
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Parish Office: 814�899�5342�

Office of Lifelong Faith Forma�on: 814�899�6132�

Fax: 814�898�3306�

Email: info@ourladyofmercychurch.org�
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9:00 a.m.�4:00 p.m.�

Call Donna Smicker at 814�899�9108�

4:00 p.m.�9:00 p.m.�

Call Gerri Extein at 814�490�9681�

S����
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Mon.� 02/14�� Jas 1:1�11� � � � / Mk 8:11�13�

Tue.� 02/15�� Jas 1:12�18� � � � / Mk 8:14�21�

Wed.� 02/16�� Jas 1:19�27� � � � / Mk 8:22�26�

Thur.� 02/17�� Jas 2:1�9� � � � � / Mk 8:27�33�

Fri.�� 02/18�� Jas 2:14�24, 26� � � / Mk 8:34�9:1�

Sat.� 02/19�� Jas 3:1�10� � � � / Mk 9:2�13�

Sun.� 02/20�� 1 Sm 26:2, 7�9, 12�13, 22�23� � � �

� � � � � 1 Cor 15:45�49� � � / Lk 6:27�38�

M��� I	
�	
��	�  

Mon.� 02/14�� 8:30 a.m.�� Denny Smith�

� � � � � � � � �  (Janet Smith)�

Tue.� 02/15�� 8:30 a.m.�� Steve Kline�

� � � � � � � � �  (Marty Morris)�

Wed.� 02/16�� 8:30 a.m.�� Be(y Bliss�

� � � � � � � � �  (The Perro�o’s)�

Thur.� 02/17�� 8:30 a.m.�� Barbara Abbate�

� � � � � � � � �  (John Abbate Family)�

Fri.�� 02/18�� 8:30 a.m.�� Nellie Ryan�

Sat.� 02/19�� 6:00 p.m.�� Deborah Cleer�

� � � � � � � � �  (Richard Mueller)�

Sun.� 02/20�� 8:30 a.m.�� For the People of OLM�

� � � � � 11:00 a.m.� Robert Jones�

� � � � � � � � �  (Barb Jones)�

T�� W��� A�����

For a complete calendar of events, please visit �

ourladyofmercychurch.org/calendar�

Mon.� 02/14�� 9:00 a.m.�� Quilters�

� � � � � 9:30 a.m.�� Steel Magnolias SCC�

Tue.� 02/15�� 1:00 p.m.�� Po%er’s Clay SCC�

� � � � � 2:00 p.m.�� Hallelujah Girls SCC�

� � � � � 2:00 p.m.�� Prayer Shawl�

� � � � � 4:00 p.m.�� Gr. 3�6 Religious Ed.�

� � � � � 6:30 p.m.�� Roman Candles SCC�

� � � � � 7:00 p.m.�� Lifelong Faith Forma2on�

Wed.� 02/16�� 8:30 a.m.�� Food Pantry Distribu2on�

� � � � � 1:00 p.m.�� Diamonds in the Rough�

� � � � � 7:00 p.m.�� OLM Book Group�

Thur.� 02/17�� 9:00 a.m.�� Pain2ng Class�

� � � � � 9:00 a.m.�� Angels In Training SCC�

� � � � � 1:00 p.m.�� Legion of Mary�

� � � � � 6:00 p.m.�� Prayer Shawl�

� � � � � 7:00 p.m.�� Synod Mee2ng�

Fri.�� 02/18�� 6:00 p.m. YM Babysi%ers Club�

� � � � � 8:00 p.m.�� YM Game Night�

Sat.� 02/19�� � � S56789: R;8<;58�

� � � � � 4:30 p.m.�� Sacrament of Penance�

Sun.� 02/20�� 9:30 a.m.�� Gr. K�2&7�8 Religious Ed.�

� � � � � 9:30 a.m.�� Choir Rehearsal�

� � � � � 10:30 a.m.� Gr. 11 Retreat�

� � � � � 11:00 a.m.� Gr. 5 Class Mass�

F�	�	���� S�����
�

Offertory for the weekend of February 6, 2022�

� Envelopes sent:�� � � 357� �

� Envelopes returned:� � 65�� $� 5,160.00�

� Faith Direct Deposits:� � 142� $� 3,634.70�

� Loose Change:� � � � � � $�        40.00�

    � TOTAL OFFERTORY:�� � � � $    8,834.70�

We Remember… 

Gerry Stauffer, Dorothy Reese 

& Stacy Breter, �

niece of Steve Brainard;�

who passed away recently.�

Please hold them and their 

families in prayer during this 

difficult 2me.�

T��� S�����’� R����������

L��� 6:17, 20�26�

“Blessed are you who are 

poor, for the kingdom of 

God is yours...But woe to 

you who are rich, for you 

have received your 

consolaEon.”�

� The Gospels of Luke and Ma%hew both contain 

bea2tudes, a list of blessings. Only Luke adds the 

“woes.” In Ma%hew, Jesus says, “Blessed are they . . 

.” In Luke, it is “you.” The woes and the use of “you” 

emphasizes that Jesus is talking to us; and it’s serous.�

� So are we rich or are we poor?�

� All the things we might say we “have” � cars, 

houses, jobs, money, health, even friends or family � 

all of these are not really “ours.” We could just as 

easily not have them.�

� To be in God’s kingdom, it would seem that you 

must recognize your poverty. When you are truly 

poor, you know you are in need. You understand that 

just to eat, to exist, you are relying on someone else. 

You need help from someone, not some thing.�

� The Greek word used in Luke for the “consola2on” 

experienced by the rich includes the idea of an aid or 

help that one leans on in order to stand. The rich 

think they have their consola2on. Luke challenges us 

to lean only on the Son of Man and share what is 

“ours” with others.�

� For Reflec2on: Am I rich or am I poor? On whom 

� do I lean?�

Gregory C. Wolfe�
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Book Group�

Join us at 7:00 p.m. on Feb. 16 at the 

home of Marilyn Garwig to discuss My 

Antonia by Willa Cather. Want to read 

ahead?  Our March �tle will be The Lincoln Highway by 

Amor Towles.  Unvaccinated members, PLEASE wear 

masks.�

Memorial Made for New Parish Laptop�

Jane & Don Mallin and Mandy & Bobby 

Neil made a dona�on in honor of a 

beloved nephew and godfather: Thomas 

E Piskorski. Their dona�on allowed us to 

purchase a new laptop for the parish. 

Our thanks and prayers go to the Mallin 

and Neil families.�

Have you been working on 

organizing your paperwork? �

If you are in the process of “declu1ering” 

� why not streamline your offertory and 

simplify your support for Our Lady of 

Mercy. Perhaps you are already moving 

away from paper checks and envelopes to pay your 

bills.  � It is easy to set up a recurring dona�on or make 

a one��me gi4 through Faith Direct. Sign up today by 

visi�ng faith.direct/PA647 or call Faith Direct customer 

service at 866�507�8757. Thank you for your con�nued 

support of our parish family. �

Prayer Service for those who are Grieving. �

On March 21 at 7 p.m. the Grief ministry 

will host a prayer service with an 

opportunity for people to share their 

experience and receive support during 

the grieving process. The journey is easier 

when walking with others who 

understand. For ques�ons contact Donna Clark in the 

parish office.�

Small Chris$an Communi$es�

Refresh and renew your faith this 

Lent by joining a Small Chris*an 

Community. We are celebra�ng over 

30 years of Small Chris�an Communi�es here at Our 

Lady of Mercy! Our annual sign�up weekend will be 

February 12 and 13. Faith sharing groups pray, read 

scripture, learn and celebrate their faith together. 

Small Chris�an Communi�es discuss how they can put 

the gospel message to work in their daily lives. Shari 

Bronson, ministry coordinator, will be available a4er 

Masses on February 12 and 13 to share with you on 

how you may take advantage of this spiritual 

opportunity to grow in your rela�onship with God by 

joining a Small Chris�an Community.�

FORMED.ORG�

If you are new to the parish, you can enjoy 

formed.org for free by signing up as part of 

the parish subscrip�on. All you need is your 

email, then select the op�on for an “ins�tu�on or 

parish” subscrip�on and search for Our Lady of Mercy 

Harborcreek.�
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Ques�on�of�the�Week Winner for the week of Feb. 6 

was, Alex Bryan, grade 4, who knew that Jesus said 

that the greatest commandment was to love God with 

all your heart, mind and strength and to love your 

neighbor as yourself.�

Celebrating the 75
th

 Anniversary of Our Lady of Mercy Parish�

The “Hands of Mercy,” an organiza�on based on the diocesan care and 

concern model of service in which parishioners volunteer to help meet some of the social 

welfare needs of the parish community, was developed in Fr. Ritchie’s first term.�

H��� ��� P������������
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Most of you have heard on the news that Ed Jackson 

and his wife Judy suffered a total loss of everything 

they had in their house fire Jan 27th. Their house was 

not insured. Many of you know Ed Jackson, he lead the 

music here for many many years. When Fr. Sperry 

began saying Mass at Ball Pavilion Ed led the music 

there for many more years. The Red Cross put them up 

at the Cobblestone Hotel �ll February 11th. Ed has bad 

demen�a  and his family is trying to find an Assisted 

Living place for them. They are a part of our 

community and as their faith family we will be taking a 

collec�on up for them this week. You will find a basket 

in the Gathering Space with their name on it. Please, 

keep Ed and Judy and their family in your prayers.�

Spaghe� Dinner Thank You!�

A great big “thank you” to:�

the Knights of Columbus who cooked a delicious 

spaghe� dinner, to those who donated to our 

basket auc�on, to Jane Mallin who put the auc�on 

together, to the bakers who provided the cookies, 

to those who volunteers at the event, and to 

those of you who supported this event. None of 

this would have been possible without Deacon 

Paul Barko who ini�ated and coordinated this 

event. The Faith Forma�on community is grateful 

to all of you.�

Congratula�ons!�

Congratula�ons to our Basket Auc�on Winners! A 

complete list of our winners is displayed in the 

Gathering Space.�
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Child Protec�on and Crea�ng Safe Environments�

Digital Da�ng Abuse can be defined as “a pa�ern of behaviors that control, pressure, or threaten a 

da�ng partner using a cell phone or the internet.” One quarter of youth (12�17) who have been in a 

roman�c rela�onship during the previous year report that they’d been the vic�m of digital da�ng 

abuse. So, what are some of the best ways for a parent to open up communica�on with their child 

about a delicate topic like online da�ng? First and foremost, ask your child what they are doing online 

and then really listen to why they like or don’t like what’s going on there. Parents must be diligent about staying on top 

of the latest trends. Great online da�ng �ps can be found at www.cyberwise.org. To see what the diocese is doing to 

help maintain safe environments for children and youth visit www.eriercd.org/childprotec�on/�

P������ F
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@ Our Lady of Mercy�

For LENT�

A drama�c proclama�on of the 

Gospel of Luke with preaching & 

sacred and secular songs as 

medita�ons.�

�

Fr. James will share his insights from over 15 years of 

proclaiming Luke's Gospel throughout the USA�

●Sunday through Tuesday March 13 through 15; 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the 

church.�

●Morning Sessions a+er the 8:30 Mass from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m.�

Monday through Wednesday March 14th to 16th.�



OLM Baby�Si&ers Club Services�

Parents…What would you do if you had 2 hours of kid�free �me? Take a nap? Go to 

dinner? Grocery shop? The possibili�es are endless...and All of that is POSSIBLE! All you 

have to do is take advantage of OLM Youth Ministries FREE Babysi+ng services! The 

next Babysi-ers Club night is Friday, February 18th from 6 p.m. � 8 p.m. in Sperry Hall. 

At this event, your child will enjoy games, a snack and a movie on the big screen! To 

enroll your child (age 3+), please email Ka�e Stephenson at 

youthminister@ourladyofmercychurch.org with your child’s name and age.�

Youth Ministry Game Night!�

Those in grades 7�12 are invited to Game Night on Friday, February 18th from 8 p.m. � 9:30 p.m. for game night! This is 

a “bring�a�friend” event and is open to all youth in grades 7�12! Join us for a fun and intense...yet friendly game of 

“Gotcha”. �

Grade 11 Confirma$on Retreat�

The 11th graders from Our Lady of Mercy will gather together for their annual retreat on Sunday, February 20th from 

10:30 a.m. � 6:30 p.m. This retreat is mandatory for all of those in 11th grade preparing to celebrate the Sacrament of 

Confirma�on. Please hold our youth and retreat volunteers in your prayers as this special day is drawing near.�

World Youth Day � Lisbon, Portugal July 29�August 7, 2023�

There’s simply nothing like World Youth Day. WYD is a chance to enliven your faith, but it goes beyond being just a 

spiritual experience � from mee�ng new people, to shows, music, food and so much more! There is even a night when 

you are invited to sleep out under the stars. It will catapult you into the larger story of God and what He’s doing all 

over the world as you celebrate your faith alongside millions of other Catholic young people represen�ng nearly 150 

countries. You have the chance to journey to the beau�ful coastal city of Lisbon, Portugal with the Diocese of Erie for 

World Youth Day 2023! For i�nerary, pricing, and registra�on details, visit: versoministries.com/erie�

Our Lady of Mercy will hold 3 in�person informa�on sessions:�

Saturday, February 26th @ 7 p.m. in the Conference Room; Sunday, February 27th @ 9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room;�

Sunday, February 27th @ 12:00 p.m. in Sperry Hall. There is also the chance to meet via Zoom on: Wednesday, February 

23rd @ 6:00 p.m. Please email youthminister@ourladyofmercychurch.org for the mee�ng link.�

Grade 7 & 8 Retreat�

The annual 7th and 8th grade retreat will be held on Sunday, February 27th from noon 3:00 p.m. in Sperry Hall. Lunch 

will be provided. Please hold our 7th and 8th graders and our retreat volunteers in your prayers as their retreat day 

approaches.�
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h�ps://www.facebook.com/OurLadyOfMercyYouthMinistry�

h�ps://www.instagram.com/olm.youthministry/�
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Name_________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________

City/Zip _______________________________________________________

Phone ________________________________________________________

___ New Parishioner
To  s ta r t  t he  new 
m e m b e r  p r o c e s s 
please call the parish 
office at 899-5342; or 
request a phone call by 
filling out this form and 
returning it to the office 
by mail or collection 
basket.___ Change of Address   ___ Moving out of the Parish

“Your Computer
Professional”

JDLCOMPUTERS.COM

new systems
used • repairs
“We service all brands”

898-8300
Jerry & Dee Law - Parishioners

5416 East Lake Road
Erie, PA 16511

814-899-8600
www.brevillier.org 

Ball Pavilion
Short Term Rehab
Long Term Nursing 
Care

Barnabas Court
Licensed Personal 
Care, Residency & 
Independent Living.

Conrad House
Independent Living

Contact Tim Weir to place an ad today! 
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568

LYNCH
Home Medical Supply

TIMOTHY P. LYNCH
Parishioner, Owner, Certified Orthotic Fitter

Lift Chairs & Scooters 
Wound Care • Walkers • Wheelchairs

Commodes & Much More
4020 Main St. • Lawrence Park

899-3636
www.lynchmedical.com

East
5001 Buffalo Road

Erie, PA 16510
899.5424

West
5341 West Lake Road

Erie, PA 16505
835.6960

Where There’s Always 
Something GROWING On!

Jim Skarzenski & Bob Rocky - Parishioners

William D. Elkin
Funeral Home

65 South Lake St. • North East

725-4511
Timothy P. Elkin, F.D.
William D. Elkin, F.D.

Pre-Arrangements Available

OLLINGER
PLUMBING, HEATING
& AIR CONDITIONING

Residential • Commercial
Quality Installations & Service

899-2809

     www.harborcreekautogallery.com
6850 Buffalo Rd. • 814-315-4051	

Harborcreek, PA
	 • Sales	 • PA Inspections
	 • Notary	 • Detailing

www.dusckas-taylorfuneralhome.com

	 5151 Buffalo Rd.
	 Erie, PA 16510

Robert D. Taylor, Supervisor
814-315-0911

6615 Buffalo Road
814-899-9005

www.diningverse.com/fiddleinn

PRICHARD
CHIROPRACTIC

OFFICES
	 6095 Buffalo Road
	 Harborcreek, PA
	 899-1966

DR. LOREN J. PRICHARD
DR. SCOTT V. PRICHARD

Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Church
Membership Form


