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We are a Eucharis�c, Catholic Chris�an Community of 

Communi�es formed by the Word of God and the teachings of the 

Church. We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to live the values of 

Jesus Christ in a prayerful, welcoming and nurturing environment.�
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Saturday Vigil: 6:00 p.m.�

Sunday: 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.�

Weekday: 8:30 a.m.�

P	��� S�	�� �

Msgr. Gerald T. Ritchie, Pastor�

Deacon Paul Barko, Deacon Assistant�

Donna Clark, Pastoral Minister�

Irene Lucas,  Director of Lifelong Faith Forma�on�

Pa1 Reavel, Music Director�

Ka4e Stephenson,  Administra�ve  Assistant�

� � � � � � � & Youth Minister�

Kirk Mientkiewicz, Maintenance Coordinator�

Andrea Maille, Lifelong Faith Forma�on Secretary�

C���	�� I�����	���� �

Parish Office: 814�899�5342�

Office of Lifelong Faith Forma�on: 814�899�6132�

Fax: 814�898�3306�

Email: info@ourladyofmercychurch.org�
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9:00 a.m.�4:00 p.m.�

Call Donna Smicker at 814�899�9108�

4:00 p.m.�9:00 p.m.�

Call Gerri Extein at 814�490�9681�

S������� R����	���

Mon.� 12/13�� Nm 24:2�7, 15�17a�� � / Mt 21:23�27�

Tue.� 12/14�� Zep 3:1�2, 9�13� � � � / Mt 21:28�32�

Wed.� 12/15�� Is 45:6b�8, 18, 21�25� � / Lk 7:18b�23�

Thur.� 12/16�� Is 54:1�10� � � � � / Lk 7:24�30�

Fri.�� 12/17�� Gn 49:2, 8�10� � � � / Mt 1:1�17�

Sat.� 12/18�� Jer 23:5�8� � � � � / Mt 1:18�25�

Sun.� 12/19�� Mi 5:1�4a / Heb 10:510 � / Lk 1:39�45�

M��� I	�	��	�  

Mon.� 12/13�� 8:30 a.m.�� Our Lady’s Inten)ons�

� � � � � � � � �  (Todd Beckes)�

Tue.� 12/14�� 8:30 a.m.�� Dan Sweeney�

� � � � � � � � �  (Sandy Jordan)�

Wed.� 12/15�� 8:30 a.m.�� Denny Smith�

� � � � � � � � �  (Janet Smith)�

Thur.� 12/16�� 8:30 a.m.�� Jack Case�

� � � � � � � � �  (Family)�

Fri.�� 12/17�� 8:30 a.m.�� George Geisler�

Sat.� 12/18�� 8:30 a.m.�� �NO MASS��

� � � � � 6:00 p.m.�� For the People of OLM�

Sun.� 12/19�� 8:30 a.m.�� John Yochim�

� � � � � � � � �  (Ken & Pat Marshall)�

� � � � � 11:00 a.m.� Anthony Massaro�

� � � � � � � � �  (Joe & Laurie Mongillo)�

T�� W��� A�����

For a complete calendar of events, please visit �

ourladyofmercychurch.org/calendar�

Mon.� 12/13�� 9:00 a.m.�� Quilters�

� � � � � 9:30 a.m.�� Steel Magnolias SCC�

Tue.� 12/14�� 1:00 p.m.�� Po+er’s Clay SCC�

� � � � � 2:00 p.m.�� Prayer Shawl�

� � � � � 4:00 p.m.�� Religious Ed Gr. 3�6�

� � � � � 5:30 p.m.�� Children's Choir�

Wed.� 12/15�� 8:30 a.m.�� Food Pantry Distribu6on�

� � � � � 1:00 p.m.�� Diamonds in the Rough�

� � � � � 6:30 p.m.�� OLM Book Group�

Thur.� 12/16�� 9:00 a.m.�� Pain6ng Class�

� � � � � 12:00 p.m.� Mid Day Prayer�

� � � � � 1:00 p.m.�� Legion of Mary�

� � � � � 6:00 p.m.�� Prayer Shawl�

� � � � � 6:30 p.m.�� Choir Rehearsal�

Fri.�� 12/17�� �

Sat.� 12/18�� 4:30 p.m.�� Sacrament of Penance�

Sun.� 12/19�� �  F56789 S6:;<= 5> A;?@:8�

� � � � � 9:30 a.m.�� Religious Ed K�2 & 7�8�

� � � � � 9:30 a.m.�� Healing Ministry�

� � � � � 12:00 p.m.� Gr. 7 & 8 Youth Event�

F�	�	���� S������

Offertory for the weekend of December 5, 2021�

� Envelopes sent:�� � � 357� �

� Envelopes returned:� � 66�� $� 4,995.00�

� Faith Direct Deposits:� � 136� $� 3,449.83�

� Loose Change:� � � � � � $�        98.00�

    � TOTAL OFFERTORY:�� � � � $    8,539.83�

We Remember… 

Dr. Loren Prichard,�

who passed away recently.�

Please hold him and his family in 

prayer during this difficult 6me.�

T��� S��	
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All were asking in their hearts whether John might be 

the Christ.�

� Water cleanses, but fire changes. The one purifies 

the surface; the other radically alters what it touches. 

John bap6zed with water for the forgiveness of sins 

and invited people to examine and change their 

behaviors; even sly tax collectors and hardened 

soldiers lined up at the Jordan to be cleansed.�

� Forgiveness, like water, cleanses us but doesn't 

necessarily change us at a deep level. “I am bap6zing 

you with water,” John says, “but one migh6er than I is 

coming...He will bap6ze you with the Holy Spirit to do 

the things that Jesus did � serve others with love, even 

to the point of giving our lives.�

� John’s bap6sm led people to alter their behaviors, 

but that was only the beginning. Jesus’ bap6sm 

recreates us in his own image, so that with the help 

from the Spirit we can serve God like he did, from the 

depths of our very selves.�

� For Reflec6on: How has the fire of Jesus begun to 

� transform my life?�

David LeSieur

�
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Would your child like to par�cipate 

in a children’s Christmas choir?�

Pa� Reavel, our music director, would 

like parents’ feedback regarding their 

child’s interest in par�cipa�ng in a 

Children’s Christmas Choir which would sing at the 

children’s Christmas Eve liturgy, Friday, Dec. 24,2021 

at 6 p.m. Rehearsals would be minimal.  Pa� is also 

looking for young instrumentalists that would like to 

play at any of the Christmas Masses. If you have an 

interested child, please contact Pa� at 814�899�5342 

preavel@gmail.com. Please include your child’s age and 

the best contact email/phone.�

Grade 9 & 10 Advent Day of Service�

The youth of Our Lady of Mercy in 9th 

and 10th grade, will par�cipate in an 

Advent Service Event TODAY Sunday, 

December 12 from noon�2. We will spend 

our �me together, baking cookies and 

making cards for the homebound of OLM 

to enjoy this Advent and Christmas Season. Contact 

Ka�e at youthminister@ourladyofmercychurch.org for 

more informa�on.�

Donor Match Money for Our Lady of Mercy�

For every new parishioner who 

signs up for recurring monthly 

offertory dona�ons through Faith 

Direct Faith before December 

15th, the Faith Direct Company will 

match that first gi&, up to $50 per 

parishioner. To be eligible for the matching gi3, more 

than one installment must be set�up and the first 

recurring gi3 must be processed through Faith Direct 

by December 31, 2021.�

Religious Educa�on Fundraiser�

Can you or your group donate a 

basket for the Feb. 6 religious 

educa�on spaghe� dinner? Our 

Spaghe� Dinner will return in 2022 

with dining in and dining out 

op�ons. The gi3 basket auc�on 

raised about $1,500 last �me. If you 

can donate a gi3 basket, please 

bring it to the Faith Forma�on Office by Jan. 30. �

Healing Ministry�

We regret to say because of Covid 

we will not be having the Advent 

Healing Service. The Healing 

Ministry is available a3er the 8:30 

Mass on the first and third Sunday of the month. 

Special requests may be made by calling the office.�

Book Group�

On Dec. 15 at 6:30, we will gather at 

the home of Pat Marshall for a movie 

night. We will watch “Hamilton”. We 

will begin the new year with a 

discussion of The Plot by Jean Hanff Korelitz. 

Unvaccinated members, PLEASE wear masks. �

Holiday Grief�

The Holidays usually bring joy but if 

this is the first Christmas without your 

loved one it can also bring sadness or 

pain. The topic for the next grief 

support group will be on managing 

the holidays when you really don’t feel like celebra�ng. 

Join us Monday, Dec 20 at 7 p.m. in the parish parlor. 

We will have some sugges�ons that may help. 

Ques�ons call Donna Clark in the parish office. �

Smile for Our Lady of Mercy�

To link to our Amazon Smile 

charity lis�ng visit: h,p://

smile.amazon.com/ch/25�

1563277. If you shop Amazon 

please consider using Amazon 

Smile and naming “Our Lady of 

Mercy � Harborcreek” as your charity. �

FORMED.ORG�

If you are new to the parish, you can enjoy 

formed.org for free by signing up as part of 

the parish subscrip�on. All you need is your 

email, then select the op�on for an “ins�tu�on or 

parish” subscrip�on and search for Our Lady of Mercy 

Harborcreek.�

Q�����	 �� �� W����

Ques�on�of�the�Week Winner for the week of Nov. 29 

was Amelia Bernatowicz, grade 5, who knew that 

purple is the color the Church uses for Advent.�

The Season of  Advent 

Reconciliation Service�

Wednesday, December 15�4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. �

There will be three priests available�

Because of the pandemic there will be no�

Advent Penance Celebration with our 

neighboring parishes�

Celebrating the 75

th

 Anniversary of Our Lady of Mercy Parish�

Established during Msgr. Sperry’s pastorate was the parish newsle�er, “For Mercy’s 

Sake,” published first in February 1975 with Mary Grzegorzewski as its first editor. Ever since, it has 

chronicled the important events of an ever changing and growing parish community.�
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WAYS  TO  G IVE  

THIS  SEASON  

Opera�on Assis�ng Santa�

If you picked a name from the Opera�on Assis�ng 

Santa table, please return the unwrapped gi�s and 

the card with the child’s name THIS WEEKEND 

December 11 and 12. If you Have any ques�ons, 

please contact Janet Smith at 814�899�5495 or 

refereesmith@ roadrunner.com Or Moochie 

Zielewski at 814�823�6505 or mzielewswki999 

@hotmail.com �

Food Pantry Book Drive�

The Ella Cochran Food Pantry is looking for gently 

used children’s books. Dona�ons will be available 

to families during our Christmas distribu�on. 

Please place books in the book box in the 

Gathering Space. Thank you!�

Social Jus�ce�

"Let us dream, then, as a single human 

family  as fellow travelers sharing the 

same flesh, as children of the same earth 

which is our common home, each of us 

bringing the richness of his or her beliefs and 

convic�ons, each of us with his or her own voice_ 

brothers and sisters all"�

("Fratelli 'Pu�," No. 8).�

�

For the �

Religious�

Education �

Ministry�

S�����, F
������ 6, 2022�

Sit down and take�out 

options are available�

$10 for Adults�

$5 for Children 10 and under�

•Spaghetti & Meatballs�

•Refreshments�

•Salad�

•Italian Bread�

•Cookies�

•Chinese Auction�
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Medical Equipment Needed�

Chosen Interna�onal Medical 

Assistance will take used medical 

equipment. The equipment is 

cleaned, refurbished, then given to 

those in need, both at home and 

abroad: Wheelchairs, walkers, transfer benches, 

shower chairs, canes, hospital beds, etc. They also 

collect diabe�c supplies in their original packaging. 

Rolling walkers are in great demand. Ques�ons about 

what is accepted contact jeff@chosenima.org or833�

3023. Bring to Chosen Interna�onal located at 3638 

West 26 St. 8am to 3pm M�F.�

12:00 � 3:00 p.m.�



Room for wandering toddlers�

We love to have children at Mass. 

However, when Toddlers start 

running or fidge�ng and you want 

a contained space to let their 

energy flow but don’t want to miss Mass then try our 

Toddler/Nursery room. Located in the classroom area 

just past the parish parlor (to the right as you come in 

the front doors.) This room has closed circuit TV of the 

church. There are rocking chairs for nursing mothers 

and toys to occupy a li)le one. Best of all . . . you can 

close the door. �

A Young Adult Retreat�

Established for those who are 

19 to 35 years old to bring God, 

Young People and their desires 

together. Held at the Villa 

Maria Educa�on and 

Spirituality Center from January 3 to 7, 2022. The cost 

is $150 with scholarships available. To register contact 

Jillian jzaczyk@eriercd.org or go to h)ps://

www.eriercd.org/youth/silentretreat.html�

First Aid Kits in Church�

When there is a need the First Aid Kits 

at Our Lady of Mercy are located in the �

●Conference Room in the cabinet 

above the microwave�

●in the Usher’s Room �

●In the Sperry Hall Kitchen over the 

ice machine�

●There is an Automa�c External Defibrillator (AED) 

machine in the Hall opposite the women’s 

restroom. �

Too Many Shoes?�

Chosen Interna�onal Medical 

Assistance will take gently worn, 

new or used shoes. They work with 

funds2orgs to raise money. The 

shoes are given to help create 

micro�enterprise opportuni�es for 

low�income entrepreneurs in developing na�ons. This 

keeps the shoes out of the landfills as well. Bring them 

to Chosen Interna�onal located at 3638 West 26 St.�

8 a.m. to 3 p.m. M�F. �
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Name_________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________

City/Zip _______________________________________________________

Phone ________________________________________________________

___ New Parishioner
To  s ta r t  t he  new 
m e m b e r  p r o c e s s 
please call the parish 
office at 899-5342; or 
request a phone call by 
filling out this form and 
returning it to the office 
by mail or collection 
basket.___ Change of Address   ___ Moving out of the Parish

“Your Computer
Professional”

JDLCOMPUTERS.COM

new systems
used • repairs
“We service all brands”

898-8300
Jerry & Dee Law - Parishioners

5416 East Lake Road
Erie, PA 16511

814-899-8600
www.brevillier.org 

Ball Pavilion
Short Term Rehab
Long Term Nursing 
Care

Barnabas Court
Licensed Personal 
Care, Residency & 
Independent Living.

Conrad House
Independent Living

Contact Tim Weir to place an ad today! 
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568

LYNCH
Home Medical Supply

TIMOTHY P. LYNCH
Parishioner, Owner, Certified Orthotic Fitter

Lift Chairs & Scooters 
Wound Care • Walkers • Wheelchairs

Commodes & Much More
4020 Main St. • Lawrence Park

899-3636
www.lynchmedical.com

East
5001 Buffalo Road

Erie, PA 16510
899.5424

West
5341 West Lake Road

Erie, PA 16505
835.6960

Where There’s Always 
Something GROWING On!

Jim Skarzenski & Bob Rocky - Parishioners

William D. Elkin
Funeral Home

65 South Lake St. • North East

725-4511
Timothy P. Elkin, F.D.
William D. Elkin, F.D.

Pre-Arrangements Available

OLLINGER
PLUMBING, HEATING
& AIR CONDITIONING

Residential • Commercial
Quality Installations & Service

899-2809

     www.harborcreekautogallery.com
6850 Buffalo Rd. • 814-315-4051 

Harborcreek, PA
 • Sales • PA Inspections
 • Notary • Detailing

www.dusckas-taylorfuneralhome.com

 5151 Buffalo Rd.
 Erie, PA 16510

Robert D. Taylor, Supervisor
814-315-0911

6615 Buffalo Road
814-899-9005

www.diningverse.com/fiddleinn

PRICHARD
CHIROPRACTIC

OFFICES
 6095 Buffalo Road
 Harborcreek, PA
 899-1966

DR. LOREN J. PRICHARD
DR. SCOTT V. PRICHARD

Our Lady Of Mercy cathOLic church
Membership Form


