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We are a Eucharis�c, Catholic Chris�an Community of 

Communi�es formed by the Word of God and the teachings of the 

Church. We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to live the values of 

Jesus Christ in a prayerful, welcoming and nurturing environment.�
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Saturday Vigil: 6:00 p.m.�

Sunday: 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.�

Weekday: 8:30 a.m.�
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Msgr. Gerald T. Ritchie, Pastor�

Deacon Paul Barko, Deacon Assistant�

Donna Clark, Pastoral Minister�

Irene Lucas,  Director of Lifelong Faith Forma�on�

Pa1 Reavel, Music Director�

Ka4e Stephenson,  Administra�ve  Assistant�

� � � � � � � & Youth Minister�

Kirk Mientkiewicz, Maintenance Coordinator�

Andrea Maille, Lifelong Faith Forma�on Secretary�
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Parish Office: 814�899�5342�

Office of Lifelong Faith Forma�on: 814�899�6132�

Fax: 814�898�3306�

Email: info@ourladyofmercychurch.org�
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9:00 a.m.�4:00 p.m.�

Call Donna Smicker at 814�899�9108�

4:00 p.m.�9:00 p.m.�

Call Gerri Extein at 814�490�9681�
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Mon.� 09/13�� 1 Tm 2:1�8� � � � � / Lk 7:1�10�

Tue.� 09/14�� Nm 21:4�9 / Phil 2:6�11� / Jn 3:13�17�

Wed.� 09/15�� 1 Tm 3:14�16 / Jn 19:25 or Lk 2:33�35�

Thur.� 09/16�� 1 Tm 4:12�16� � � � / Lk 7:36�50�

Fri.�� 09/17�� 1 Tm 6:2c�12� � � � / Lk 8:1�3�

Sat.� 09/18�� 1 Tm 6:13�16� � � � / Lk 8:4�15�

Sun.� 09/19�� Wis 2:12, 17�20�� � � / Jas 3:16�4:3

� � � � � � � � � � � � � / Mk 9:30�37�
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Offertory for the weekend of September 5, 2021�

� Envelopes sent:�� � � 357� �

� Envelopes returned:� � 69�� $� 4,073.00�

� Faith Direct Deposits:� � 137� $� 3,584.33�

� Loose Change:� � � � � � $�        50.00�

    � TOTAL OFFERTORY:�� � � � $    7,707.33�
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Mon.� 09/13�� 8:30 a.m.�� Ruth Extein�

� � � � � � � � �    (The Extein’s)�

Tue.� 09/14�� 8:30 a.m.�� Denny Smith�

� � � � � � � � �    (Janet Smith)�

Wed.� 09/15�� 8:30 a.m.�� Arlene Barlekoff�

� � � � � � � � �    (Sandra Jordan)�

Thur.� 09/16�� 8:30 a.m.�� Ted Hutchinson�

� � � � � � � � �    (John Abbate)�

Fri.�� 09/17�� 8:30 a.m.�� Willa Ponce�

Sat.� 09/18�� 8:30 a.m.�� �NO MASS��

� � � � � 6:00 p.m.�� Joseph Seyboldt�

� � � � � � � � �    (Marilyn Rinke)�

Sun.� 09/19�� 8:30 a.m.�� For the People of OLM�

� � � � � 11:00 a.m.� Lewis Peters�

� � � � � � � � �    (Carole Peters)� �
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M��� 8:27�35�

...the Son of Man must suffer greatly.�

� This Gospel speaks to me about vulnerability � 

about the way Jesus preached it and the way we 

reject it.�

� Jesus asks his disciples, “Who do you say that I 

am?” Peter answers, “You are the Messiah.” Peter’s 

answer sounds right. But Jesus knows that Peter 

wants the Messiah to be strong and powerful enough 

to free the Hebrew people from the Romans and lead 

the Jews to their des<ny. Jesus himself understand his 

role quite differently. He knows his des<ny as 

Messiah holds rejec<on, suffering, and death.�

� A@er this scene, there is a turning point in Mark’s 

Gospel. From now on, Jesus will be trying to make the 

disciples (and us) understand that not only will he 

suffer and die, but that anyone who wants to be a 

true follower will have to do the same.�

� Another ques<on, “What kind of Messiah will 

Jesus be?” has now been answered. As Messiah, Jesus 

will accept his Father’s will, becoming vulnerable and 

completely powerless at the end.�

� The more we can stand to be vulnerable and 

powerless in life, the beCer we will be ready to step 

across to death. Maybe vulnerability is the “cross” 

that Jesus, the Messiah, is asking us to bear.�

� For Reflec<on: Can I allow myself to be 

� vulnerable? What might I gain by leEng go of the 

� need to control?�

Judy Hoelzeman

�

Rides Needed for Feast Day�

A few of our parishioners are looking for 

a ride to our Feast Day Mass. They  need 

a ride from the west side of Erie. If you can give a ride 

to these parishioners, please call the Parish Office at 

814�899�5342.�

For Free�

●Two 76” x 15” smoked glass doors with 

hinges. ●Large black office chair on 

rollers. See Donna Clark�

T�� W��� A�����

For a complete calendar of events, please visit �

ourladyofmercychurch.org/calendar�

Mon.� 09/13�� 9:00 a.m.�� Quilters�

� � � � � 9:30 a.m.�� Steel Magnolias�

� � � � � 5:30 p.m.�� Sisters of Scripture SCC�

� � � � � 6:00 p.m. � SCC PF and Core Team 

� � � � � � � � � Fall Kickoff�

Tue.� 09/14�� 75th Anniversary Photo Sessions�

� � � � � 1:00 p.m.�� PoCers Clay SCC�

� � � � � 2:00 p.m.�� Prayer Shawl�

� � � � � 4:00 p.m.�� Gr. 3�6 Religious Ed�

� � � � � 6:30 p.m.�� Roman Candles SCC�

� � � � � 7:00 p.m.�� Lifelong Faith Forma<on 

� � � � � � � � � CommiCee�

Wed.� 09/15�� � 75th Anniversary Photo Sessions�

� � � � � 8:30 a.m.�� Food Pantry Distribu<on�

� � � � � 9:00 a.m.�� Angels in Training SCC�

� � � � � 1:00 p.m.�� Diamonds in the Rough �

� � � � � 7:00 p.m.�� OLM Book Group�

Thur.� 09/16�� � 75th Anniversary Photo Sessions�

� � � � � 9:00 a.m.�� Pain<ng Class�

� � � � � 12:00 p.m.� Midday Prayer�

� � � � � 1:00 p.m.�� Legion of Mary�

� � � � � 6:00 p.m.�� Prayer Shawl�

Fri.�� 09/17�� � 75th Anniversary Photo Sessions�

Sat.� 09/18�� � 75th Anniversary Photo Sessions�

� � � � � 4:30 p.m.�� Sacrament of Penance�

Sun.� 09/19�� 9:30 a.m.�� Gr K�2 & 7�8 Religious Ed.�

� � � � � 9:30 a.m.�� Healing Ministry�

� � � � � 12:15 p.m.� Gr. 11 Interviews�
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FORMED.ORG�

If you are new to the parish, you can enjoy 

formed.org for free by signing up as part of 

the parish subscrip�on. All you need is your 

email, then select the op�on for an “ins�tu�on or 

parish” subscrip�on and search for Our Lady of Mercy 

Harborcreek.�

Thursday Midday Prayer�

Need a spiritual boost during the week? 

Join us on Thursdays at Noon for a short 

spiritual reflec�on from the book Jesus 

Today. Share the message or the 

challenge you receive if you are 

comfortable. Ques�ons � contact Donna Clark.�

Book Group�

Join us on Wednesday, Sept. 15 @ 

7:00 p.m. at the home of Bunny Weber. 

to discuss Woman 99 by Greer 

Macallister.  Our October �tle will be 

The Extraordinary Life of Sam Hell by 

Robert Dugoni.�

Evening Grief Support�

Monday Sept 20 at 7:00 p.m. To a4end 

this mee�ng by zoom contact Donna 

Clark. Grief moves in and out of our 

lives like a meandering stream. We 

o6en don’t know when we will be 

overcome with emo�on and can’t always see where it 

is taking us. To get our bearings some�mes it is helpful 

to talk to others who have had similar experiences. 

Ques�ons? Contact Donna. �

A Crea�ve Wri�ng Group �

Wri�ng can be healing. It can assist with 

decision�making and offer clarity in �mes 

of transi�on. The unconscious can 

become conscious and we can 

experience love from the Divine Writer 

of Words. Please join us on Tuesdays 

beginning Sept. 21, from 9:00am to 

10:00am, and concluding on Nov. 2, 2021. Bring a 

journal and pen. An RSVP to the parish office is 

appreciated but not required. A free will offering 

would be gratefully received. The facilitator, Suzanne 

Hudson, M.S. Ed., studied with San Francisco poet Jane 

Hirshfield in the Los Padres Na�onal Forest for Wri�ng 

Conferences. �

Bap�smal Prep Parent Session�

The next Bap�smal Prepara�on 

Session for Parents and Godparents 

will be held on Sunday, Oct. 3 at 

noon. All parents wishing to 

celebrate the Sacrament of Bap�sm with their child 

are required to a4end a session to prepare for this 

sacrament. These sessions are held semi�annually at 

OLM. To register for the Oct. 3 session, please call the 

parish office at 814�899�5342. Par�cipants are asked to 

register prior to a4ending to ensure sufficient 

materials.�

�

Celebrating the 75

th

 Anniversary of Our Lady of Mercy Parish�

The growth of the Harborcreek community would lead to Fr. Sperry’s first building 

project as pastor, that of the parish social hall.�

Volunteers Needed�

The religious educa�on 

ministry at OLM needs faith

�filled parishioners to share 

our Catholic faith and the 

love of God with our youth. In par�cular, we need a 

volunteer catechist for 9th grade & 2nd grade. We also 

need volunteers to serve as subs�tute catechists. If 

you are interested, contact Irene at 814�899�6132 or 

ilucas@ourladyofmercychurch.org. �

Confirma�on Interviews:�

Candidates in their final year of prepara�on for 

Confirma�on (Grade 11) are reminded that the first of 

two mandatory interviews will be held at 12:15 on 

September 19. �

“The Creed” with Bishop Robert Barron�

“The Creed”, is a 6 week series 

that will combine video 

presenta�on and group 

discussion. Using documentary 

footage and clear explana�on, 

Bishop Barron guides viewers 

into the depths of the Nicene Creed, a fourth�century 

statement of faith that has profoundly influenced both 

Eastern and Western spirituality, theology, and liturgy. 

Explore the meaning of “belief” and whether it 

contradicts reason; the crea�ve love of God the Father; 

the shocking mystery of his Son’s Incarna�on and the 

great drama of his Crucifixion and Resurrec�on; the life

�giving power of the Spiritus Sanctus, or “Holy Breath,” 

shared between them; and the mys�cal reality of the 

Church, which calls all of humanity out of the world of 

sin to receive forgiveness and par�cipate in Christ’s 

divinity�not only in the next world but here and now. 

“The Creed” will help you rediscover the great 

intellectual and spiritual depths of Chris�an doctrine 

and reclaim the unity, clarity, and convic�on of the 

Chris�an faith. Beginning Wednesday, Sept. 29, join us 

each Wednesday for a new topic. Each session will run 

twice, at 9:15 a.m. and at 7:00 p.m. For more 

informa�on, contact Irene at 814�899�6132 or 

ilucas@ourladyofmercychurch.org�
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Social Jus�ce�

O God, help us not to despise or oppress 

what we do not understand.�

William Penn�

Catholic Educa�on Collec�on�

Next weekend is the 2021 Catholic 

Educa�on Collec�on. Please give 

generously. Without you, our faith 

forma�on and religious educa�on programs would not 

be as successful as they are. Because of you, our many 

children and their families, both young and old, are led 

to greater faith. Thank you for your support.�

Our Lady of Mercy 

Celebrates 75 Years 

Do you remember when the hamsters 

got loose in the church? What is your 

favorite story about Our Lady of 

Mercy? �

Do you have a favorite memory from Our 

Lady of Mercy that you are willing to share with the 

community? Connect with Donna Clark in the parish 

parlor before or a,er Mass Sept 11 or 12. Other ways 

to share. Call Donna Clark and tell your story; write 

down your story and turn it in; video yourself and 

send it to dclark@ourladyofmercychurch.org�

History Photos for the 75th Anniversary �

Please drop off your photos soon or send an 

electronic copy to: 

dclark@ourladyofmercychurch.org. We are collec�ng 

photos of past events at Our Lady of mercy da�ng 

back to the start at the Boys Home around the topics 

of: “Prayer, Community, Service, Care”. We hope to 

put together a �meline to include in our new picture 

directory celebra�ng our 75th Anniversary. �

Knights of Columbus Spaghe4 Dinner�

Saturday, September 25th at St. Gregory's school gym, 

136 West Main St North East, Pa. Presented by your 

OLM and St. Gregory Knights of Columbus. 2 sessions: 

1:00 � 3:00 / 3:00 � 5:00  Both dine�in & take�out 

available $12 / Adults $6 / 12 yrs & under. Proceeds to 

benefit Women's Care Center of Erie Tickets available 

a,er all Masses and at our OLM and St. Gregory parish 

offices and the Women's Care Center, 4408 Peach St�

Free Bus Ride To PA March For Life�

The Pennsylvania March for Life is coming up on 

September 27, 2021. We will be in the capital mee�ng 

with our area legislators to convince them to support 

the right to life in the face of the most repressive 

abor�on bill yet in Pennsylvania. We have been gi,ed 

with a free bus that carries a total of 56 passengers. 

Currently we have about 50 seats le,. While there is 

no charge for the bus itself, we will be accep�ng 

dona�ons to cover the cost of the local shuBle 

services. Anyone wishing to ride to Harrisburg on the 

bus should contact either of the following below with 

their name, email address, and cell phone number (in 

case we need to contact you about the trip as well as 

for your security and protec�on on the trip.) We will 

be leaving Erie at about 3 a.m. on September 27th 

from the St. George R.C. Church for the trip down to 

be there in �me for a 9 a.m. Mass at St. Patrick’s 

Cathedral. We will be leaving Harrisburg at 

approximately 3 p.m. and arrive at about 9 p.m. back 

in Erie. Mike Case � 814�504�0251 Lewis Nordin � 814�

790�9341�

�

A message from OLM music director, Pa4 Reavel�

With the end of the summer season 

comes the beginning of the OLM 

choir season! During July and August 

I have thoroughly enjoyed making 

music with the dedicated musicians 

from our parish who so faithfully 

enhance our Liturgies with their �me 

and talents. We will be resuming the Adult Choir 

rehearsals on Thursday, September 16 at 6:30 p.m. &ll 

8 p.m. If you are interested in joining the choir, the 

ability to read music is very helpful, but not necessary. 

The ability to sing in tune is more important. A short 

audi�on will be held for any new or interested 

persons. Adult Choir is open to high school age 

students and beyond. Please see PaL immediately 

a,er any of the weekend masses prior to September 

16 if interested.�





LYNCH
Home Medical Supply

TIMOTHY P. LYNCH
Parishioner, Owner, Certified Orthotic Fitter

Lift Chairs & Scooters • Wound Care • Walkers
Wheelchairs • Commodes & Much More

4020 Main St. • Lawrence Park
899-3636

www.lynchmedical.com

6615 Buffalo Road
814-899-9005

www.diningverse.com/fiddleinn

William D. Elkin
Funeral Home

65 South Lake St. • North East
725-4511

Timothy P. Elkin, F.D.
William D. Elkin, F.D.

Pre-Arrangements Available

www.dusckas-taylorfuneralhome.com

 5151 Buffalo Rd.
 Erie, PA 16510

Robert D. Taylor, Supervisor
814-315-0911

“Your Computer 
Professional”

JDLCOMPUTERS.COM

new systems
used • repairs

“We service all brands”

898-8300
Jerry & Dee Law - Parishioners

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1199

HEISE REBUILDING
 Starters • Alternators • Electrical
Rewiring • Mechanical Repairs

 PA Inspections
899-8186

1291 Walbridge Rd. • Erie, PA 16511
heiserebuilding.com

~ Parishioner ~

East
5001 Buffalo Road

Erie, PA 16510
899.5424

West
5341 West Lake Road

Erie, PA 16505
835.6960

Where There’s Always Something GROWING On!
Jim Skarzenski & Bob Rocky - Parishioners 

 OLLINGER
 PLUMBING, HEATING 
 & AIR CONDITIONING

Residential • Commercial
Quality Installations & Service

899-2809

PRICHARD
CHIROPRACTIC OFFICES

 6095 Buffalo Road 
 Harborcreek, PA
 899-1966

DR. LOREN J. PRICHARD
DR. SCOTT V. PRICHARD

5416 East Lake Road
Erie, PA 16511
814-899-8600

www.brevillier.org 

Ball Pavilion
Short Term Rehab
Long Term Nursing Care

Barnabas Court
Licensed Personal Care, 
Residency & Independent 
Living.

Conrad House
Independent Living

 6850 Buffalo Rd.
 814-315-4051
 Harborcreek, PA
     www.harborcreekautogallery.com

 • Sales • PA Inspections
 • Notary • Detailing

THIS SPACE IS

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

Contact Tim Weir to place an ad today! 
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568


