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We are a Eucharis�c, Catholic Chris�an Community of 

Communi�es formed by the Word of God and the teachings of the 

Church. We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to live the values of 

Jesus Christ in a prayerful, welcoming and nurturing environment.�
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Weekday and Weekend Mass has resumed�

with the following schedule and covid�19 �

protocols in place:�

Saturday Vigil: 6:00 p.m.�

Sunday: 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.�

Weekday: 8:30 a.m.�

P	���
 S�	�� �

Msgr. Gerald T. Ritchie, Pastor�

Donna Clark, Pastoral Minister�

Irene Lucas,  Director of Lifelong Faith Forma�on�

Brandon Vogt,  Director of Liturgy & Music�

Ka2e Stephenson,  Administra�ve  Assistant�

Sarah Phipps, Youth Minister�

Kirk Mientkiewicz, Maintenance Coordinator�

Andrea Maille, Lifelong Faith Forma�on Secretary�

C���	�� I�����	���� �

Parish Office: 814�899�5342�

Office of Lifelong Faith Forma&on: 814�899�6132�

Fax: 814�898�3306�

Email: info@ourladyofmercychurch.org�

March 7, 2021 �  Third Sunday of Lent�



The Third Sunday of Lent � March 7, 2021� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � page 2�
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9:00 a.m.�4:00 p.m.�

Call Donna Smicker at 899�9108�

4:00 p.m.�9:00 p.m.�

Call Gerri Extein at 490�9681�

M��� I	
�	
��	�  

Mon.� 03/08�� 8:30 a.m.�� Dan Sweeney�

� � � � � � � � �    (Richard & Ann Nagosky)�

Tue.� 03/09�� 8:30 a.m.�� Msgr. Henry Schauerman�

Wed.� 03/10�� 8:30 a.m.�� Mary Pfadt�

� � � � � � � � �    (Gerald Pfadt)�

� � � � � 6:15 p.m.�� Marie Morealli�

Thur.� 03/11�� 8:30 a.m.�� Dawn Williams�

� � � � � � � � �    (Sandra Jordan)�

Fri.�� 03/12�� 8:30 a.m.�� Marie Ritchie�

Sat.� 03/13�� 8:30 a.m.�� �No Mass��

� � � � � 6:00 p.m.�� Joseph Seyboldt�

� � � � � � � � �    (Marilyn Rinke)�

Sun.� 03/14�� 8:30 a.m.�� For the People of OLM�

� � � � � 11:00 a.m.� Theresa Ignasiak�

� � � � � � � � �    (The Liebel Family)�

T�� W��� A�����

For a complete calendar of events, please visit �

ourladyofmercychurch.org/calendar�

Mon.� 03/08�� 9:00 a.m.�� Quilters�

� � � � � 9:30 a.m.�� Steel Magnolias SCC�

� � � � � 7:00 p.m.�� Catholicism � Zoom�

Tue.� 03/09�� 11:00 a.m.� Catholicism � Zoom�

� � � � � 2:00 p.m.�� Prayer Shawl�

� � � � � 6:30 p.m.�� AGIFT Mee*ng�

� � � � � 6:45 p.m.�� Roman Candles SCC�

Wed.� 03/10�� 6:15 p.m.�� Mass�

� � � � � 7:00 p.m.�� Lenten Pastus Speaker�

� � � � � 7:00 p.m.�� Knights of Columbus�

Thur.� 03/11�� 9:00 a.m.�� Pain*ng Class�

� � � � � 1:00 p.m.�� Legion of Mary�

� � � � � 6:00 p.m.�� Prayer Shawl�

Fri.�� 03/12�� 7:00 p.m.�� Sta*ons of the Cross�

Sat.� 03/13�� 4:30 p.m.�� Sacrament of Penance�

Sun.� 03/14�� � � Fourth Sunday of Lent�

� � � � � 9:45 a.m.�� Religious Ed Gr. K�8�

S����
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Mon.� 03/08�� 2 Kgs 5:1�15ab� � � / Lk 4:24�30�

Tue.� 03/09�� Dn 3:25, 34�43� � � / Mt 18:21�35�

Wed.� 03/10�� Dt 4:1, 5�9 � � � � / Mt 5:17�19�

Thur.� 03/11�� Jer 7:23�28� � � � / Lk 11:14�23�

Fri.�� 03/12�� Hos 14:2�10� � � � / Mt 12:28�34�

Sat.� 03/13�� Hos 6:1�6�� � � � / Lk 18:9�14�

Sun.� 03/14�� 2 Chr 36:14�16, 19�23� / Eph 2:4�10 ��

� � � � � � � � � � � � / Jn 3:14:�21�

F�	�	���� S�����
�

Offertory for the weekend of February 28, 2021�

� Envelopes sent:�� � � 357� �

� Envelopes returned:� � 50�� $� 4,641.00�

� Faith Direct Deposits:� � 133� $� 3,460.33�

� Loose Change:� � � � � � $� � 95.00�

    � TOTAL OFFERTORY:�� � � � $�  8,196.33�

We Remember… 

Florence Kobylinski�

who passed away recently.�

Please hold her and her family in prayer during this 

difficult *me.�

T��� S��	
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J��� 2:13�25�

“But he was speaking about 

the temple of his body.”�

� When we read that Jesus gets angry about 

“making my Father’s house a marketplace,” we 

admire Jesus’ zeal for the house of God, the Temple. 

We realize that Jesus had strong feelings and was not 

afraid to express them. He used a whip to drive out all 

those who were more powerful and rich (those with 

sheep and oxen and the money changers), while he 

only spoke “to those who sold doves.” Jesus was in 

control of his feeling and used them appropriately.�

� However, there is another point in this Gospel 

passage that we need to mediate on. When Jesus was 

rebuked by some of the leaders, he gave them a 

surprise answer: “Destroy this temple.” Then, to our 

surprise, the evangelist adds a sentence that later 

helped the disciples to believe more deeply: “But he 

was speaking about the temple of his body.” St. Paul 

tells us that we are “the temple of God” (1 Cor 3:16). 

We must be careful not to cluCer ourselves with 

worries and concerns that we do not have *me to 

dedicate our thoughts and aspira*on for God. We 

must control our selfish desires and take care of 

ourselves (body and soul, mind and spirit) to beCer 

glorify God in service of our neighbor.�

� For Reflec*on: In what ways do I honor my body 

� as a temple of God?�

Rosa Maria Icaza, 

C.C.V.I.

�

A Special Thank You�

Thank you to everyone who 

helped with Mom’s funeral, 

especially Father Ritchie, Brandon 

and the Bereavement Ministry. �

The Family of Helen Hollister�
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FORMED.ORG�

If you are new to the parish subscrip�on, 

you can enjoy formed.org for free by signing 

up as part of the parish subscrip�on. All you 

need is your email, then select the op�on for an 

“ins�tu�on or parish” subscrip�on and search for Our 

Lady of Mercy Harborcreek.�

Book Group�

We will be discussing The Island of Sea 

Women by Lisa See on Tuesday, March 

16 at 7:00 p.m. Our April �tle will be The 

Prayer Box by Lisa Wingate.�

Our Diocese, Our History: A 

Conversa�on with Fr. Jus�n Pino�

The Diocese of Erie has a long and 

fascina�ng history.  Our Lenten 

explora�on of Church history will focus 

closer to home as we have the opportunity to talk 

about the Diocese of Erie with the diocesan archivist, 

Fr. Jus�n Pino.  Join us over Zoom on Tuesday, March 

23 at 7:30 to learn more about the history of our 

diocese.  Bring your ques�ons and curiosi�es.  To 

par�cipate, email ilucas@ourladyofmercychurch by 

noon on Monday, March 22 to get the Zoom link.�

OLM Youth Event�

The next OLM Youth Event will be 

held on Sunday, March 28 from 12�3 

in the large classroom. All Jr. High 

students are invited to come for 

fellowship and to learn how to put Christ at the center 

of your life. Lunch will be provided. Contact Sarah 

Phipps at youthminister@ourladyofmercychurch.org 

with any ques�ons.�

Winter Study � Catholicism with 

Bishop Robert Barron�

Our presenta�on of “Catholicism: 

The Mystery and Majesty of the 

Church” con�nues with episode 9 

which will explore the life of prayer. �

Lenten Pastus�

Our Lenten Pastus series will 

con�nue on March 10 with Mass at 

6:15 and a speaker at 7:00 p.m.  Tom 

Breager will share a powerful and 

personal witness as he presents 

“Finding God in Adversity”.�

Sta�ons of the Cross for Lent�

Sta�ons of the Cross will be 

prayed each Friday at 7:00 p.m. in 

the Worship Space. It will be live 

streamed on the parish Facebook 

page. Please join us in prayer in 

person or by the live stream.�

Evening Grief Support Group �

The evening session of the grief 

support group is Monday March 15 

at 7:00 p.m. It seems that grief is 

always sad � yet at these support 

group mee�ngs we do some 

laughing too. As people share their 

experience some�mes it is through a comical story 

that makes the group erupt in laughter. We have some 

serious moments and some�mes tears, but we always 

have prayer and leave with a lighter spirit. Join us in 

person or on Zoom. Contact 

dclark@ourladyofmercychurch.org for the Zoom link. 

Ques�ons � call Donna in the parish office. �

Need to talk?�

When things become 

overwhelming it can help to share 

what is making your heart heavy. 

With prayer and sharing we can 

help to lighten each other’s loads. 

The next HOPE mee�ng is 

Thursday March 18 at 7:00 p.m. This is a Zoom only 

mee�ng. Check the parish website for the link.� For 

one�on�one mee�ngs contact Donna Clark in the 

parish office. Or call 814�303�9282�

Bap�smal Prepara�on Session for Parents�

The Diocese of Erie asks that all 

parents reques�ng to celebrate 

Bap�sm with their child a8end a 

prepara�on session.� These are held 

semi�annually at OLM.� The next 

Bap�smal Prepara�on Session for 

Parents at OLM will be held Sunday, March 21 at 

noon.� Please register prior to a8ending by calling the 

parish office at 899�5342.�

Child Protec
on and�

Crea
ng Safe Environments�

Pledge to Heal�

The Diocese of Erie remains commi8ed to 

helping vic�ms of clergy sexual abuse heal and 

recover. Counseling assistance is available for vic�ms 

and/or their family members through the diocesan 

Vic�m Assistance Coordinator, VAC for short, Dr. 

Gerard Tobin, who can be reached at 814�451�

1521.The diocese encourages anyone who has 

experienced abuse or misconduct by a member of the 

clergy or any employee or volunteer of the church to 

contact law enforcement. To report abuse to the 

independent inves�gators retained by the diocese, 

email ErieRCD@KLGates.com. Vic�ms or concerned 

individuals can report abuse directly to the diocese by 

calling 814�451�1543. For par�cular ques�ons you 

may call: Cindy Zemcik, Coordinator for the Office for 

the Protec�on of Children and Youth in the Diocese of 

Erie at 814�824�1195.�
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Social Jus�ce�

Are you looking for something to 

reinvigorate your Lenten prac�ces? The 

organiza�ons listed offer readings, 

reflec�ons, and ac�ons to help your Lent 

focus on caring for crea�on.�

1. Laudato Si Lent: A Journey of Hope�

Receive a weekly email describing specific types of 

fas�ng to “live more in solidarity with our Earth and 

each other” h�ps://laudatosilent.org/�

2. Steadfast: A Call to Love�

Daily readings and reflec�ons to commit to care for 

both our fellow human beings and our common home. 

h�ps://igna�ansolidarity.net/steadfast�lent�2021/?

utm_source=igsol.net&utm_medium=urlshortener&'c

lid=IwAR2Qckk6NeFL7I5IuqE6fpRo91xlrtY9UPjMlLZU6_

55YR6idVxEr�Kn1oU�

3. 2021 Lenten Calendar � Care for Crea�on�

A calendar using the daily readings with a reflec�on 

and ac�on, designed for families h�ps://

worcesterenv.flocknote.com/note/10943625�

4. Greener Lent�

Reduce your impact on the environment through an 

enhanced fas�ng from meat. Families everywhere are 

invited to join and can learn about the effects of 

fas�ng.  h�ps://greenerlent.org/index.html �

Prayer For A New 

Director of  Music & Liturgy 

Ever-constant God,  

You remain eternal and unchanged 

while the earth spins us each day 

toward a new sunrise and a new reality.  

Help us as we search 

for a minister of music and liturgy.  

Strengthen us to live for a time  

within the haze of uncertainty 

assured that you are present with us 

and already acting 

to provide for our needs. 

Open our hearts and minds 

to recognize and welcome  

into our midst a new guide 

to engage our spiritual imagination,  

touch our hearts and form us  

ever more deeply 

in the spirit of the liturgy. 

We ask this through Christ, our Lord, 

Amen. 

Our Lady of Mercy Roman 

Catholic Church, 

Harborcreek, PA is seeking 

a Director of Music and 

Liturgy. The full��me 

Director of Music and 

Liturgy is ac�vely engaged 

in the worship life of the 

parish and leads a music 

ministry program that includes a mix of cantors, a 20+ 

voice choir and various instrumentalists to support 

three liturgies a weekend. Candidates must possess a 

bachelor’s degree in music or equivalent experience; 

strong keyboard skills; vocal skills; and be open to 

different styles of music; knowledge and understanding 

of Catholic liturgy and the ability to plan liturgies; 

excellent organiza�onal and communica�on skills. For 

the complete ad for this full��me posi�on check our 

parish website. Applicants should send a cover le9er 

and resume with salary requirements and three named 

references to info@ourladyofmercychurch.org. 

Applicants are encouraged to include a link 

demonstra�ng their musical proficiencies and to visit 

h�ps://www.ourladyofmercychurch.org/ to learn more 

about Our Lady of Mercy.�

�

�

�

The Parish Community of�

Our Lady of Mercy�

would like to “Give Thanks” to�

P�� S���	
���

for all he did during the pandemic�

to purchase and install all our�

Live Stream equipment�

K�� M�����

�

For designing and building�

Our Live Stream Cabinet�

Lent Le�ers�

Give a le9er; get a le9er! The 

Lifelong Faith Forma�on 

Commi9ee is sponsoring a 

parish wide campaign and the 

rules are simple:�

1.� Contact the parish office at 899�5342 or email 

secretary@ourladyofmercychurch.org to sign up 

(don’t forget to confirm your mailing address). The 

deadline to sing up is March 19.�

2.� The week of March 22, you will be emailed a 

name and address of a parishioner to send an 

encouraging le9er or card to. �

3.� Prepare your le9er or card, throw a stamp on it 

and put it in the mail before Easter Sunday.�

4.� Wait pa�ently by the mailbox to receive your Lent 

Le9er!�



The Diocese of Erie will celebrate Catholic Sisters 

Week, March 8�14. Bishop Persico is asking us to 

remember with gratitude the women who have given 

their lives in service to the Gospel of Jesus. We ask you 

to remember them in your prayers during this week.�

The following are women who entered religious life from Our Lady Of Mercy:�

� Extein, Sr. Caroline, S.S.J. (1915�2006)�

� Plumb, Sr. Mary Ellen, O.S.B. �

The following are religious Sisters who have served as �

Directors of Religious Education at Our Lady of Mercy:�

� Madonia, Sr. Grace, S.S.J. (1979�1982)�

� Bulishak, Sr. Lois, O.S.B. (1982�1985)�

� O’Brien, Sr. Rosemary, S.S.J.�

The following are religious Sisters who have served as �

Directors of Music at Our Lady of Mercy:�

� Meahl, Sr. Mary Daniel, O.S.B. (1927�2020)�

� Romeo, Sr. Mary Rose, S.S.J.�

The following are religious Sisters who have served as �

Secretaries at Our Lady of Mercy:�

� Zoky, Sr. Theresa, O.S.B.�

�
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During these last 11 months I found myself somedays 

si�ng at the desk in my office just staring out the 

window. Ironically I have to look past the garbage 

dumpster to the field and woods beyond. One day I just 

watched the snow fall for a while. �

Is it OK to feel lost? Is it OK to not know what to do next? �

One day a$er work my husband, Ma'hew, asked how my 

day was, what did I do? I thought for a moment.� I know I 

was busy all day but honestly I could not name one 

concrete thing that I did that day.�

Is it OK if I can’t point to one thing that I have 

accomplished in a 24�hour period?�� �

There is this intense feeling that I have to be doing 

something, producing something or going somewhere. 

Perhaps it is the nature of humanity or we pick this up 

from our culture. �

While cha�ng with someone about spirituality and the 

challenges of this last year, he offered an image of dri$ing 

in a boat � with no oars. I asked: “Is that OK?” �

This image took me on a wonderful medita2ve journey 

during our forced slow down. God loves us 

uncondi2onally just because we exist. We do not have to 

do anything to earn God’s love. Being is the essence of 

who we are as “human �beings.” So my answer is “Yes, it 

is OK just to be!” �

The “just being” leads to other insights. While 

contempla2ng the snow fall I had an image of God’s 

desire to give us abundance (not just in snow but in love). 

While contempla2ng my inability to remember the day’s 

accomplishments, I had a sense that being present to 

people through phone calls and notes was perhaps more 

important than producing something. While 

contempla2ng God’s uncondi2onal love for us, I realized 

that whenever I respond to love it is usually that love that 

compels me to some sort of ac2on in the service of 

others. �

Yes, it is OK just to be. �



LYNCH
Home Medical Supply

TIMOTHY P. LYNCH
Parishioner, Owner, Certified Orthotic Fitter

Lift Chairs & Scooters • Wound Care • Walkers
Wheelchairs • Commodes & Much More

4020 Main St. • Lawrence Park
899-3636

www.lynchmedical.com

6615 Buffalo Road
814-899-9005

www.diningverse.com/fiddleinn

William D. Elkin
Funeral Home

65 South Lake St. • North East
725-4511

Timothy P. Elkin, F.D.
William D. Elkin, F.D.

Pre-Arrangements Available

www.dusckas-taylorfuneralhome.com

 5151 Buffalo Rd.
 Erie, PA 16510

Robert D. Taylor, Supervisor
814-315-0911

“Your Computer 
Professional”

JDLCOMPUTERS.COM

new systems
used • repairs

“We service all brands”

898-8300
Jerry & Dee Law - Parishioners

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1199

HEISE REBUILDING
 Starters • Alternators • Electrical
Rewiring • Mechanical Repairs

 PA Inspections
899-8186

1291 Walbridge Rd. • Erie, PA 16511
heiserebuilding.com

~ Parishioner ~

Contact Tim Weir to place an ad today! 
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568

East
5001 Buffalo Road

Erie, PA 16510
899.5424

West
5341 West Lake Road

Erie, PA 16505
835.6960

Where There’s Always Something GROWING On!
Jim Skarzenski & Bob Rocky - Parishioners 

 OLLINGER
 PLUMBING, HEATING 
 & AIR CONDITIONING

Residential • Commercial
Quality Installations & Service

899-2809

PRICHARD
CHIROPRACTIC OFFICES

 6095 Buffalo Road 
 Harborcreek, PA
 899-1966

DR. LOREN J. PRICHARD
DR. SCOTT V. PRICHARD

5416 East Lake Road
Erie, PA 16511
814-899-8600

www.brevillier.org 

Ball Pavilion
Short Term Rehab
Long Term Nursing Care

Barnabas Court
Licensed Personal Care, 
Residency & Independent 
Living.

Conrad House
Independent Living

 6850 Buffalo Rd.
 814-315-4051
 Harborcreek, PA
     www.harborcreekautogallery.com

 • Sales • PA Inspections
 • Notary • Detailing

HEISE REBUILDING
Mechanical Repairs

 PA Inspections: 
Vehicle & Motorcycle
899-8186

1291 Walbridge Rd. • Erie, PA 16511
heiserebuilding.com

~ Parishioner ~

THIS SPACE IS

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.


