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We are a Eucharis�c, Catholic Chris�an Community of 

Communi�es formed by the Word of God and the teachings of the 

Church. We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to live the values of 

Jesus Christ in a prayerful, welcoming and nurturing environment.�
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Weekday and Weekend Mass has resumed with 

the following schedule and covid�19 �

protocols in place:�

Saturday Vigil: 6:00 p.m.�

Sunday: 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.�

Weekday: 8:30 a.m.�

P	��� S�	���

Msgr. Gerald T. Ritchie, Pastor�

Donna Clark, Pastoral Minister�

Irene Lucas,  Director of Lifelong Faith Forma�on�

Brandon Vogt,  Director of Liturgy & Music�

Ka"e Stephenson,  Administra�ve  Assistant�

Sarah Phipps, Youth Minister�

Kirk Mientkiewicz, Maintenance Coordinator�

Andrea Maille, Lifelong Faith Forma�on Secretary�

C���	�� I�����	���� �

Parish Office: 814�899�5342�

Office of Lifelong Faith Forma&on: 814�899�6132�

Fax: 814�898�3306�

Email: info@ourladyofmercychurch.org�
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837 Bartle+ Road    •    Harborcreek, PA 16421    •    www.ourladyofmercychurch.org�

�
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January 31st, 2021 �  Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time�
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9:00 a.m.�4:00 p.m.�

Call Donna Smicker at 899�9108�

4:00 p.m.�9:00 p.m.�

Call Gerri Extein at 490�9681�

M��� I	�	��	�  

Mon.� 02/01�� 8:30 a.m.�� Fr. Jerry Orbanek�

Tue.� 02/02�� 8:30 a.m.�� Leo Brooks�

Wed.� 02/03�� 8:30 a.m.�� Willard Passauer�

Thur.� 02/04�� 8:30 a.m.�� Helen Brooks�

Fri.�� 02/05�� 8:30 a.m.�� Chris Plonski�

� � � � � � � � �    (Barb Jones)�

Sat.� 02/06�� 8:30 a.m.�� �No Mass��

� � � � � 6:00 p.m.�� For the People of OLM�

Sun.� 02/07�� 8:30 a.m.�� Agatha Tyzinski�

� � � � � � � � �    (Tim & Sherry Tyzinski)�

� � � � � 11:00 a.m.� Jack Case�

� � � � � � � � �    (Family)�

T�� W��� A�����

For a complete calendar of events, please visit �

ourladyofmercychurch.org/calendar�

Mon.� 02/01�� 9:00 a.m.�� Quilters�

� � � � � 9:30 a.m.�� Steel Magnolias SCC�

� � � � � 7:00 p.m.�� Catholicism � Zoom�

Tue.� 02/02�� 11:00 a.m.� Catholicism � Zoom�

� � � � � 12:00 p.m.� HOPE: Restoring the �

� � � � � � � � � Heart�

� � � � � 2:00 p.m.�� Prayer Shawl�

� � � � � 3:00 p.m.�� Grief Support Group�

� � � � � 7:00 p.m.�� Pastoral Council�

Wed.� 02/03�� 1:00 p.m.�� Diamonds in the Rough 

� � � � � � � � � SCC�

� � � � � 6:30 p.m.�� AGIFT Mee0ng�

Thur.� 02/04�� 9:00 p.m.�� Pain0ng Class�

� � � � � 6:00 p.m.�� Prayer Shawl�

Fri.�� 02/05�� �

Sat.� 02/06�� 4:30 p.m.�� Sacrament of Penance�

Sun.� 02/07�� Casserole Club Drop�Off�

� � � � � Monthly Food Pantry Collec4on�

� � � � � 9:45 a.m.�� Religious Ed Gr. K�8�

S������� R����	���

Mon.� 02/01�� Heb 11:32�40� � � / Mk 5:1�20�

Tue.� 02/02�� Mal 3:1�4/Heb 2:14�18/ Lk 2:22�40�

Wed.� 02/03�� Heb 12:4�7, 11�15� � / Mk 6:1�6�

Thur.� 02/04�� Heb 12:18�19, 21�24� / Mk 6:7�13�

Fri.�� 02/05�� Heb 13:1�8� � � � / Mk 6:14�29�

Sat.� 02/06�� Heb 13:15�17, 20�21� / Mk 6:30�34�

Sun.� 02/07�� Jb 7:1�4, 6�7 / 1 Cor 9:16�19, 22�23� �

� � � � � � � � � � � � / Mk 1:29�39�

F�	�	���� S������

Offertory for the weekend of January 24, 2021�

� Envelopes sent:�� � � 355� �

� Envelopes returned:� � 28�� $� 3,560.00�

� Faith Direct Deposits:� � 133� $� 3,444.70�

� Loose Change:� � � � � � $� � 15.00�

    � TOTAL OFFERTORY:�� � � � $�  7,019.70�
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The people were 

spellbound...because he taught with 

authority and not like the scribes.�

� In my college freshman year, I studied under an 

extraordinary history professor. From the moment he 

walked in, the classroom became a stage where the 

history of Western Civiliza0on was enacted. Dr. 

Robert Reid engaged our imagina0on with scenes 

from the past, making what happened in Athens 

2,000 years ago come to life without using a single 

note! Un0l then, history was a series of dry events 

that happened long ago: dates, names, trea0es, 

ba?les contained in the pages of lifeless textbooks to 

be memorized for a test and then quickly forgo?en. 

But my view of life was changed during that semester. 

He taught like no one I had ever heard before. He 

taught with authority.�

� The people who listened to Jesus at the beginning 

of his ministry must have had a similar experience. 

Unlike the religious teachers with whom they were 

familiar � the scribes and the rabbis � Jesus spoke with 

authority. He did not quote the “experts”; he was the 

expert! Try to imagine how their hearts must have 

pounded as they listened to Jesus’ words for the first 

0me!�

� For Reflec0on: Today Jesus speaks to me with the 

� same authority. Am I prepared to be amazed as I 

� listen to his words?�

Jerre Roberts�

F��� �� S. B������

This Wednesday, February 3

rd

, is 

the Feast of St. Blaise.� As is the 

custom we will bless throats at the 

8:30 morning Mass on Wednesday.�

There will be no blessing of the 

throats at 5 p.m. this year.�
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FORMED.ORG�

If you are new to the parish subscrip�on, 

you can enjoy formed.org for free by signing 

up as part of the parish subscrip�on. All you 

need is your email, then select the op�on for an 

“ins�tu�on or parish” subscrip�on and search for Our 

Lady of Mercy Harborcreek.�

Winter Study � Catholicism 

with Bishop Robert Barron�

Our presenta�on of 

“Catholicism: The Mystery and 

Majesty of the Church” 

con�nues with episode 4 which will explore our human 

nature.  It will be shown Monday at 7:00 p.m. and 

again on Tuesday at 11:00 a.m. over Zoom.  You don’t 

have to watch every episode.  To get the link, contact 

Irene at ilucas@ourladyofmercychurch.org. �

Hope � Restoring the Heart�

Felling unse-led? Need someone 

to talk to? Come together with a 

group of people who are 

restoring their heart through 

hope. As we share upli0ing 

stories we can help each other 

move through these challenging 

�mes. The next session is Tuesday, Feb 2, at noon. You 

can also a-end this mee�ng by zoom. To obtain the 

Zoom mee�ng ID and passcode please contact Donna 

Clark in the parish office or check the parish website. 

We are encouraging people to stay safe. We are taking 

precau�ons and following the county health 

department guidelines. If you would like to par�cipate 

but don’t’ feel comfortable with zoom video, please 

call Donna in the parish office for other arrangements. 

One on one sessions are also available. �

Day�me Grief Support Group �

Meets on Tuesday, Feb. 2 at 3:00 

p.m., (the First Tuesday of the 

month). When experiencing grief, 

the winter months can seem to 

drag on. Take some �me to 

connect with others who can offer a word of hope. 

This mee�ng will also be available to you by phone or 

video on zoom. Call Donna Clark in the parish office or 

email dclark@ourladyofmercychurch.org to obtain the 

zoom informa�on. If you are uncomfortable with zoom 

please contact Donna for other arrangements.�

The next support group is Monday, Feb 15 at 7:00 p.m. �

Newsle er Mailing Party�

Help us fold the parish newsle-er 

and stuff envelopes at 9:00 a.m. on 

Monday, Feb. 8.  We will spread out 

in Sperry Hall wearing our masks so 

that we are safe.  If you can help, 

call Irene at 899�6132 or email 

ilucas@ourladyofmercychurch.org.�

Ques�on & Answer With the Pastor�

The first Q&A w/t Pastor will be 

Tuesday, Feb. 9 at 7:00 p.m. over Zoom.  

Bring your ques�ons.  Invite a friend.  

And join us for a night of great 

conversa�on about your faith ques�ons 

with our wise pastor, Fr. Ritchie.  To get 

the zoom link for this gathering, contact 

ilucas@ourladyofmercychurch.org by 

noon on Sunday, Feb. 7.�

Book Group�

Our next gathering of the book group will 

be Wednesday, Feb. 10 at 7:00 p.m. to 

discuss The Hummingbird’s Daughter by 

Luis Alberto Urrea.�

Help for Hea�ng � LIHEAP�

The Low Income Home Energy 

Assistance Program (LIHEAP) 

was open to help alleviate 

hea�ng bill stress on low 

income families. A family of 

four with a gross annual income of $39,300, qualifies 

for a grant. To find out if you qualify based on your 

household size and income, how to apply and what 

you need to apply, see the bulle�n boards in the 

Gathering Space.�

�

Social Jus�ce�

“History will have to record that the 

greatest tragedy of this period of social 

transi�on was not the strident clamor of 

the bad people, but the appalling silence 

of the good people.” Mar�n Luther King Jr.� �
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Prayer For A New�

Music Minister�

Ever�constant God, �

You remain eternal and unchanged�

while the earth spins us each day toward �

a new sunrise and a new reality. �

Help us as we search for a minister�

of music and liturgy. �

Strengthen us to live for a time �

within the haze of uncertainty�

assured that you are present with us�

and already acting to provide for our 

needs.�

Open our hearts and minds�

to recognize and welcome �

into our midst a new guide�

to engage our spiritual imagination, �

touch our hearts and form us �

ever more deeply in the spirit of the 

liturgy.�

We ask this through Christ, our Lord,�

Amen.�

�

�

3 Feb� � Kathryn Lucas� � 18�

9 Feb� � Cooper Benson� 11�

10 Feb� � Hunter Shoop� � 16�

10 Feb� � Brennan Murphy�16�

11 Feb� � Samuel Massella� 5�

11 Feb� � Dean Massella�� 5�

18 Feb� � Sydney Kisiel� � 15�

19 Feb� � Ziek Moreno� � 18�

19 Feb� � Jaden Rocco�� � 17�

21 Feb� � Calum Baker�� � 2�

24 Feb� � Colin Gerrans� � 6�

26 Feb� � Blake Nguyen� � 11�

28 Feb� � Kinsley Durst� � 2�

28 Feb� � Zoe Maldonaldo� 14�

The 2021 Catholic Services Appeal will be conducted throughout our 

diocese on February 14. The CSA is the main source of support for 

projects and services of the diocese which serve parishes and the 

wider community in northwestern Pennsylvania. Our diocese does the 

work of Christ and need your help to con�nue this important work.�

Bishop Lawrence Persico assures us that dona�ons to the 2021 CSA 

will not be used to fund the legal expenses of the diocese related to 

the Pennsylvania grand jury inves�ga�on on clergy sex abuse or to 

provide se-lements for sexual abuse vic�ms.�

The CSA is essen�al to helping the Diocese of Erie fulfill its mission to 

evangelize, educate, serve, proclaim the Word, celebrate the 

sacraments, and provide hope to people in need. Your par�cipa�on 

ensures the success of the CSA and is important to the health of our 

parish. Please join other Catholics from across the 13 coun�es of our 

diocese in suppor�ng this important appeal.�





LYNCH
Home Medical Supply

TIMOTHY P. LYNCH
Parishioner, Owner, Certified Orthotic Fitter

Lift Chairs & Scooters • Wound Care • Walkers
Wheelchairs • Commodes & Much More

4020 Main St. • Lawrence Park
899-3636

www.lynchmedical.com

6615 Buffalo Road
814-899-9005

www.diningverse.com/fiddleinn

William D. Elkin
Funeral Home

65 South Lake St. • North East
725-4511

Timothy P. Elkin, F.D.
William D. Elkin, F.D.

Pre-Arrangements Available

www.dusckas-taylorfuneralhome.com

 5151 Buffalo Rd.
 Erie, PA 16510

Robert D. Taylor, Supervisor
814-315-0911

“Your Computer 
Professional”

JDLCOMPUTERS.COM

new systems
used • repairs

“We service all brands”

898-8300
Jerry & Dee Law - Parishioners

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1199

HEISE REBUILDING
 Starters • Alternators • Electrical
Rewiring • Mechanical Repairs

 PA Inspections
899-8186

1291 Walbridge Rd. • Erie, PA 16511
heiserebuilding.com

~ Parishioner ~

Contact Tim Weir to place an ad today! 
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568

East
5001 Buffalo Road

Erie, PA 16510
899.5424

West
5341 West Lake Road

Erie, PA 16505
835.6960

Where There’s Always Something GROWING On!
Jim Skarzenski & Bob Rocky - Parishioners 

 OLLINGER
 PLUMBING, HEATING 
 & AIR CONDITIONING

Residential • Commercial
Quality Installations & Service

899-2809

PRICHARD
CHIROPRACTIC OFFICES

 6095 Buffalo Road 
 Harborcreek, PA
 899-1966

DR. LOREN J. PRICHARD
DR. SCOTT V. PRICHARD

5416 East Lake Road
Erie, PA 16511
814-899-8600

www.brevillier.org 

Ball Pavilion
Short Term Rehab
Long Term Nursing Care

Barnabas Court
Licensed Personal Care, 
Residency & Independent 
Living.

Conrad House
Independent Living

 6850 Buffalo Rd.
 814-315-4051
 Harborcreek, PA
     www.harborcreekautogallery.com

 • Sales • PA Inspections
 • Notary • Detailing

HEISE REBUILDING
Mechanical Repairs

 PA Inspections: 
Vehicle & Motorcycle
899-8186

1291 Walbridge Rd. • Erie, PA 16511
heiserebuilding.com

~ Parishioner ~

THIS SPACE IS

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.


