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We are a Eucharis�c, Catholic Chris�an Community of 

Communi�es formed by the Word of God and the teachings of the 

Church. We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to live the values of 

Jesus Christ in a prayerful, welcoming and nurturing environment.�
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Weekday and Weekend Mass has resumed with 

the following schedule and covid�19 �

protocols in place:�

Saturday Vigil: 6:00 p.m.�

Sunday: 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.�

Weekday: 8:30 a.m.�

P	���
 S�	���

Msgr. Gerald T. Ritchie, Pastor�

Donna Clark, Pastoral Minister�

Irene Lucas,  Director of Lifelong Faith Forma�on�

Brandon Vogt,  Director of Liturgy & Music�

Ka"e Stephenson,  Administra�ve  Assistant�

Sarah Phipps, Youth Minister�

Kirk Mientkiewicz, Maintenance Coordinator�

Andrea Maille, Lifelong Faith Forma�on Secretary�

C���	�� I�����	���� �

Parish Office: 814�899�5342�

Office of Lifelong Faith Forma&on: 814�899�6132�

Fax: 814�898�3306�

Email: info@ourladyofmercychurch.org�
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837 Bartle+ Road    •    Harborcreek, PA 16421    •    www.ourladyofmercychurch.org�
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November 1, 2020 � All Saints�
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9:00 a.m.�4:00 p.m.�

Call Donna Smicker at 899�9108�

4:00 p.m.�9:00 p.m.�

Call Gerri Extein at 490�9681�
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Mon.� 11/02�� 8:30 a.m.�� For Deceased � � �

� � � � � � � � � Parishioners�

Tue.� 11/03�� 8:30 a.m.�� Steven Joseph Apa�

� � � � � � � � �    (Family)�

Wed.� 11/04�� 8:30 a.m.�� Dennis Hodges Sr.�

Thur.� 11/05�� 8:30 a.m.�� Don McCurdy�

� � � � � � � � �    (Margaret McCurdy �

� � � � � � � � � � & Family)�

Fri.�� 11/06�� 8:30 a.m.�� Jerry Wieczorek�

Sat.� 11/07�� 8:30 a.m.�� �No Mass��

� � � � � 6:00 p.m.�� Leo Ignasiak�

� � � � � � � � �    (Family)�

Sun.� 11/08�� 8:30 a.m.�� For the People of OLM�

� � � � � 11:00 a.m.� Special Inten4on for the 

� � � � � � � � � 50th Anniversary of �

� � � � � � � � � Francis & Denise � �

� � � � � � � � � Mehlmann�

� � � � � � � � �    (Laura, John & Mark)�

T�� W��� A�����

For a complete calendar of events, please visit �

ourladyofmercychurch.org/calendar�

Mon.� 11/02�� 9:00 a.m.�� Quilters�

� � � � � 9:30 a.m.�� Steel Magnolias SCC�

� � � � � 7:00 p.m.�� Pastoral Facilitator Mtg.�

Tue.� 11/03�� 2:00 p.m.�� Prayer Shawl�

� � � � � 7:00 p.m.�� Pastoral Council�

Wed.� 11/04�� 1:00 p.m.�� Diamonds in the Rough 

� � � � � � � � � SCC�

Thur.� 11/05�� 9:15 a.m.�� Pain(ng Class�

� � � � � 9:30 a.m.�� Po)er’s Clay SCC�

� � � � � 6:00 p.m.�� Prayer Shawl�

Fri.�� 11/06�� �

Sat.� 11/07�� Gr. 9 Rite of Acceptance � All Masses�

� � � � � 4:30 p.m.�� Sacrament of Penance�

Sun.� 11/08�� Gr. 9 Rite of Acceptance � All Masses�

� � � � � 9:45 a.m.�� Religious Ed Gr. K�8�

� � � � � 9:45 a.m.�� First Eucharist Parent �

� � � � � � � � � Mtg.�

S����
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Mon.� 11/02�� Wis 3:1�9 / Rom 6:3�9�/ Jn 6:37�40�

Tue.� 11/03�� Phil 2:5�11� � � � / Lk 14:15�24�

Wed.� 11/04�� Phil 2:12�18� � � � / Lk 14:25�33�

Thur.� 11/05�� Phil 3:3�8a� � � � / Lk 15:1�10�

Fri.�� 11/06�� Phil 3:17�4:1�� � � / Lk 16:1�8�

Sat.� 11/07�� Phil 4:10�19� � � � / Lk 16:9�15�

Sun.� 11/08�� Wis 6:12�16 �� � � / 1 Thes 4:13�18 

� � � � � � � � � � � � / Mt 25:1�13�

We Remember… 

Louis Spizarny, father of Rose Kobel 

and Denny Hodges, Sr., brother of 

Charlene DeDionisio,�

who passed away recently.�

Please hold them and their families in prayer during 

this difficult (me.�

F�	�	���� S�����
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Offertory for the weekend of October 25, 2020�

� Envelopes sent:�� � � 392� �

� Envelopes returned:� � 52�� $3,109.00�

� Faith Direct Deposits:� � 133� $3,432.70�

� Loose Change:� � � � � � $�   86.00�

    � TOTAL OFFERTORY:�� � � � $6,627.70�
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M������ 5:1�12�

� Every year the Church recalls the example, 

witness, and prayer of the holy women and men who 

have been iden(fied by the Church as Saints. These 

saints are more than just role models; they are family 

members with whom we con(nue to share rela(on, 

in a bond of prayer, called the Communion of Saints. 

Every year when we celebrate this day, the Gospel we 

proclaim recalls for us Jesus' teaching about 

happiness, the Bea(tudes. We quickly note in this 

reading that none of those Jesus names as “blessed” 

or “happy” are expected . . . the poor in spirit, the 

meek, the persecuted. Jesus' blueprint for happiness 

reflects li)le of what the world might call happiness.�

� What does Jesus mean when he uses the word 

“blessed?” This word is some(mes translated as 

“happy” or “fortunate” or “favored.” In other words, 

Jesus is saying that divine favor is upon those who are 

poor, who mourn, who are persecuted. This might 

have been welcome and surprising news to the 

crowds who heard Jesus that day.�

� The Bea(tudes can be understood as a framework 

for Chris(an living. Because of this, it is natural that 

we proclaim this Gospel on the Feast of All Saints. 

Saints are people who lived the spirit of the 

Bea(tudes as Jesus lived. On this day, we too are 

challenged to model our lives on the spirit and 

promises of the Bea(tudes.�

Loyola Press�
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FORMED.ORG�

If you are new to the parish subscrip�on, 

you can enjoy formed.org for free by 

signing up as part of the parish 

subscrip�on. All you need is your email, then select 

the op�on for an “ins�tu�on or parish” subscrip�on 

and search for Our Lady of Mercy Harborcreek.�

First Eucharist Parent Mee�ng�

There will be an important mee�ng for 

parents with children beginning the 

prepara�on process for First Eucharist.  

The mee�ng will take place next 

Sunday, Nov. 8 at 12:15 in the large classroom.�

Newsle�er Mailing Party�

We will be folding the newsle(er 

and stuffing envelopes at 9:00 a.m. 

on Monday, Nov. 9 in Sperry Hall.  If 

you can lend a hand, contact Irene 

at 899�6132 or 

ilucas@ourladyofmercychurch.org.  Wear your mask.�

OLM Book Group�

Join us on Wednesday, Nov. 18, at the 

home of Kay Kaeberlein, 190 Kraus Dr.to 

discuss In An Instant by Suzanne 

Redfearn.  In December we will gather for 

a movie. For those who want to read ahead, our 

January �tle will be The Hummingbird’s Daughter by 

Luis Alberto Urrea�

Scrip Coordinator Needed. �

A6er many years Peggy Jacquel is 

re�ring as our scrip coordinator. The 

job involves keeping a small supply of 

different cards in stock and ordering 

more as needed; manage the “shop�

with�scrip” account and validate online 

orders. One needs to be comfortable with managing 

an online account. If you are interested in the posi�on, 

please contact Donna Clark.� �

Daily Devo�onal�

Do you use a daily devo�onal that you 

found helpful over the past seven 

months? Is it an e mail that you get 

each day from some organiza�on? A 

book you read from each day? A website that you visit 

regularly? Share that resource with us so we can share 

that with others. Send thoughts and Ideas to Donna 

Clark� 899�5342 or dclark@ourladyofmercychurch.org �

OLM Wreath�

Two hand�made wreaths donated by 

Marty Eisert are being raffled and the 

proceeds donated for the livestream 

equipment costs. Chances are $2.00 each 

or 3 chances for $5.00. In addi�on people 

can order a personalized wreath from 

Marty at a discounted price and she will donate 10% of 

the sale to the church. Contact Marty at: 

eiserthaus@roadrunner.com No email? Call Donna in 

the Parish Office.�

Ink Jet Fundraiser�

Please donate used black or color ink 

jet cartridges to the Religious Educa�on 

ministry. Previously refilled and 

remanufactured cartridges can not be 

redeemed, nor can laser toner cartridges. �

Backpack Food Program�

The Backpack Food Program started 

at Clark Elementary this month is 

off to a great start. There are over 

50 volunteers to help with the food 

packing. Enthusiasm is high and the 

community of volunteers, working 

out of South Harborcreek United 

Methodist desires to start the program in the other 

two Harborcreek Elementary Schools. Star�ng these 

programs requires funding. �Since the Na�onal Honor 

Society is running a food drive to collect the food for 

the annual thanksgiving dinners we will not be puGng 

out a shopping list for thanksgiving dinners. Instead, 

we are asking our local church community members to 

make a dona�on to fund the new Backpack programs. 

If you would like to donate, please make checks 

payable to Our Lady of Mercy and mark it for the 

backpack program. �

Face�to�face appointments now 

available at St. Mar�n Center�

St. Mar�n Center, 1701 Parade St., 

Erie, is re�opening for face�to�face 

appointments on a limited basis. A 

scheduled appointment is necessary. Please call 814�

452�6113. Masks are required and safety procedures 

will be followed. St Mar�n’s Center offers rent, 

mortgage and u�lity assistance, food, Housing and 

Financial counseling, and the Bishop’s breakfast 

program. Although St Mar�n’s cannot accept physical 

dona�ons at this �me they are accep�ng monetary 

dona�ons. �

A Family Perspec�ve�

Anyone can be “saint” in front of strangers 

but the daily acts of pa�ence, acceptance, 

forgiveness, listening, and dying to oneself 

within the family are religious acts. Family 

life is the turf of sanc�ty.�

Domes�c Violence Support�

Do you know someone who is living 

through domes�c violence? You can 

help. Call the Na�onal Domes�c 

Violence Hotline for resources and 

support 800�799�SAFE (7233) {TTY 800

�787�3224} or find help on line at 

thehotline.org. �



find us on Facebook!� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � page 4�

Social Jus%ce�

As we enter the holiday season, we become 

more aware of our many blessings and of those 

who are in need in our community. Many 

people are inspired to give to those most in need at this 

�me.  Here are some local groups that are assis�ng those 

who struggle to meet their basic needs.�

St. Mar�n Center�

1701 Parade St.�

Erie, PA 16503�

h
ps://www.stmar�ncenter.org/homepage�gi�.html�

Provides housing and u�lity assistance, emergency food 

and low�income child care�

Second Harvest Food Bank of N.W. PA.�

1507 Grimm Dr.�

Erie, PA 16501�

h
ps://nwpafoodbank.org/�

Supplies local food pantries in 11 coun�es of 

northwestern PA with food as well as providing direct 

emergency food to those in need.  Every dollar donated 

provides 6 meals.�

Boys & Girls Club of Erie�

1515 East Lake Rd.�

Erie, PA 16511�

h
p://www.eriebgc.com/donate�

Provides educa�onal, social, emo�onal athle�c, ar�s�c 

and health screening services in a safe haven to at risk 

youth.�

Greater Erie Area Habitat For Humanity�

4922 Pi.sburgh Ave. 16509�

h
p://habitaterie.org/support�for�habitat/donate/�

Enables low income families to achieve home ownership 

by bringing together volunteers and the family to build 

simple homes that are affordable.�

Emmaus Ministries�

345 East 9

th

 St.�

Erie, PA 16503�

www.eriebenedic�nes.org/emmaus�

A soup kitchen, food pantry, a0er school children’s 

program are among the ministries serving those in need in 

the City of Erie.�

Community Shelter Services�

655 West 16

th

 St.�

Erie, PA  1650�

h
ps://www.eriecommunityfounda�on.org/donors/give�

today/give�to�a�nonprofit/community�shelter�services�

Supports those who are homeless or are in danger of 

homelessness through temporary, transi�onal and 

permanent housing, through referrals and advocacy.�

Child Protec
on and 

Crea
ng Safe Environments�

November is Na�onal�Homeless Youth�

Awareness Month�

We consider our homes to be safe places for our 

children, but up to 2.5 million US youth experience 

homelessness every year. 50,000 youth sleep on the 

streets for six months or more each year. One of the 

main causes of youth homelessness is family 

instability, which includes child abuse and/or neglect, 

domes�c violence, parental substance abuse and 

family conflict. The website of the Na�onal Child 

Trauma�c Stress Network (www.nctsn.org) offers 

informa�on on a range of child safety topics. Visit 

h
ps://www.eriercd.org/childprotec�on/ for addi�onal 

resources on recognizing and repor�ng suspected 

child abuse.�

WAYS TO GIVE THIS SEASON 

CHRISTMAS CARING TREE PROGRAM�

The Ella Cochran Food Pantry’s “Christmas Caring 

Tree” will be on display the weekend of November 

14th and 15th If you would like to brighten a child’s 

or Senior’s Christmas, please take a name from the 

tree and return a wrapped gi0 by December 5th 

and 6th. If you cannot come in person to pick up a 

tag, please call the Parish Office at 899�5342.�

Opera�on Assis�ng Santa�

If you would like to help the children of needy 

veterans, the children’s gi0 cards will be available 

the weekend of Nov 14/15. Unwrapped gi0s need 

to be returned by December 6. If you cannot come 

in person to pick up a card please contact Janet 

Smith at 814�899�5495 or refereesmith@ 

roadrunner.com 0r Moochie Zielewski at 814�823�

6505 or mzielewswki999 @hotmail.com �
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LYNCH
Home Medical Supply

TIMOTHY P. LYNCH
Parishioner, Owner, Certified Orthotic Fitter

Lift Chairs & Scooters • Wound Care • Walkers
Wheelchairs • Commodes & Much More

4020 Main St. • Lawrence Park
899-3636

www.lynchmedical.com

6615 Buffalo Road
814-899-9005

www.diningverse.com/fiddleinn

William D. Elkin
Funeral Home

65 South Lake St. • North East
725-4511

Timothy P. Elkin, F.D.
William D. Elkin, F.D.

Pre-Arrangements Available

www.dusckas-taylorfuneralhome.com

 5151 Buffalo Rd.
 Erie, PA 16510

Robert D. Taylor, Supervisor
814-315-0911

“Your Computer 
Professional”

JDLCOMPUTERS.COM

new systems
used • repairs

“We service all brands”

898-8300
Jerry & Dee Law - Parishioners

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1199

HEISE REBUILDING
 Starters • Alternators • Electrical
Rewiring • Mechanical Repairs

 PA Inspections
899-8186

1291 Walbridge Rd. • Erie, PA 16511
heiserebuilding.com

~ Parishioner ~

Contact Tim Weir to place an ad today! 
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568

East
5001 Buffalo Road

Erie, PA 16510
899.5424

West
5341 West Lake Road

Erie, PA 16505
835.6960

Where There’s Always Something GROWING On!
Jim Skarzenski & Bob Rocky - Parishioners 

 OLLINGER
 PLUMBING, HEATING 
 & AIR CONDITIONING

Residential • Commercial
Quality Installations & Service

899-2809

PRICHARD
CHIROPRACTIC OFFICES

 6095 Buffalo Road 
 Harborcreek, PA
 899-1966

DR. LOREN J. PRICHARD
DR. SCOTT V. PRICHARD

5416 East Lake Road
Erie, PA 16511
814-899-8600

www.brevillier.org 

Ball Pavilion
Short Term Rehab
Long Term Nursing Care

Barnabas Court
Licensed Personal Care, 
Residency & Independent 
Living.

Conrad House
Independent Living

 6850 Buffalo Rd.
 814-315-4051
 Harborcreek, PA
     www.harborcreekautogallery.com

 • Sales • PA Inspections
 • Notary • Detailing

HEISE REBUILDING
Mechanical Repairs

 PA Inspections: 
Vehicle & Motorcycle
899-8186

1291 Walbridge Rd. • Erie, PA 16511
heiserebuilding.com

~ Parishioner ~
– No Job Too Small –

shalkhamelectric.com
814-873-2788

PA140374

THIS SPACE IS

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.


