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We are a Eucharis�c, Catholic Chris�an Community of 

Communi�es formed by the Word of God and the teachings of the 

Church. We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to live the values of 

Jesus Christ in a prayerful, welcoming and nurturing environment.�
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Weekday and Weekend Mass has resumed with 

the following schedule and covid�19 �

protocols in place:�

Saturday Vigil: 6:00 p.m.�

Sunday: 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.�

Weekday: 8:30 a.m.�
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Msgr. Gerald T. Ritchie, Pastor�

Donna Clark, Pastoral Minister�

Irene Lucas,  Director of Lifelong Faith Forma�on�

Brandon Vogt,  Director of Liturgy & Music�

Ka"e Stephenson,  Administra�ve  Assistant�

Sarah Phipps, Youth Minister�

Kirk Mientkiewicz, Maintenance Coordinator�

Andrea Maille, Lifelong Faith Forma�on Secretary�
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Parish Office: 814�899�5342�

Office of Lifelong Faith Forma&on: 814�899�6132�

Fax: 814�898�3306�

Email: info@ourladyofmercychurch.org�
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837 Bartle+ Road    •    Harborcreek, PA 16421    •    www.ourladyofmercychurch.org�

�

�

August 9, 2020 � 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time�
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For a complete calendar of events, please visit �

ourladyofmercychurch.org/calendar�
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Mon.� 08/10�� 2 Cor 9:6�10�� � / Jn 12:24�26�

Tue.� 08/11�� Ez 2:8�3:4� � � / Mt 18:1�5, 10�14�

Wed.� 08/12�� Ez 9:1�7; 10:18�22� / Mt 18:15�20�

Thur.� 08/13�� Ez 12:1�12� � � / Mt 18:21�19:1�

Fri.�� 08/14�� Ez 16:59�63� � � / Mt 19:3�12�

Sat.� 08/15�� Rv 11:19a; 12:1�6a, 10 � � � � �

� � � � � 1 Cor 15:20�27� � / Lk 1:39�56�

Sun.� 08/16�� Is 56:1, 6�7/Rom 11:13�15, 29�32 � �

� � � � � � � � � � � / Mt 15:21�28�
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9:00 a.m.�4:00 p.m.�

Call Donna Smicker at 899�9108�

4:00 p.m.�9:00 p.m.�

Call Gerri Extein at 490�9681�

M��� I��������  

Mon.� 08/10�� 8:30 a.m.�� John Green�

� � � � � � � � �    (Family)�

Tue.� 08/11�� 8:30 a.m.�� �

Wed.� 08/12�� 8:30 a.m.�� �

Thur.� 08/13�� 8:30 a.m.�� Lewis Peters�

� � � � � � � � �    (Carole Peters)�

Fri.�� 08/14�� 8:30 a.m.�� Dianne Nagosky�Seib�

� � � � � � � � �    (Ann & Richard Nagosky)�

Sat.� 08/15�� 8:30 a.m.�� �No Mass��

� � � � � 6:00 p.m.�� For the People of OLM�

Sun.� 08/16�� 8:30 a.m.�� Carl Hopkins�

� � � � � � � � �    (Dave & Peggy Jacquel)�

� � � � � 11:00 a.m.� Deceased members of �

� � � � � � � � � the Spiegel Family�

� � � � � � � � �    (The Spiegel Family)�
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Offertory for the weekend of August 2, 2020�

� Envelopes sent:�� � � 392� �

� Envelopes returned:� � 45�� $2,325.00�

� Faith Direct Deposits:� � 131� $3,413.20�

� Loose Change:� � � � � � $      80.00�

    � TOTAL OFFERTORY:�� � � � $5,818.20�
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“Do not be afraid.”�

� Someone once told me, or perhaps I read 

somewhere, that the words “Do not be afraid,” or 

“Fear not,” are repeated 365 3mes in the Scriptures � 

one for every day of the year. While I have never 

counted, I like to believe that God wishes us freedom 

from fear and worry so much that he reassures us 

again and again.�

� Fear is a powerful emo3on. Fear causes physical 

symptoms � increased blood pressure and heart rate, 

swea3ng, shallowness of breath. We experience a 

rush of adrenaline and stand poised ready for “flight” 

or “fight.” Doctors tell us that the stress of prolonged 

fear can severely damage our bodies.�

� Some3mes we experience mental confusion. We 

cannot think or reason clearly. We do not recognize 

the solu3on to our problem, even when it is right in 

front of us.�

� That was the reac3on of the disciples when they 

were caught in the unan3cipated storm. As 

fishermen, they were at home on the lake. Yet a 

sudden change in the wind le= them crouched in fear. 

They were so confused they did not recognize Jesus 

when he came to their rescue.�

� In 3mes of crisis, Jesus is with us. “Do not be 

afraid,” he tells us. “It is I.”�

� Reflec3on: What kinds of fears have I been willing 

� to surrender to God? What fears do I hold on to 

� and how can I begin to release them to God?�

Jerre Roberts�

Catechist Needed�

Due to COVID, we will have to offer faith forma3on 

remotely this year.  We need help to make that 

happen.  We need volunteers willing to work with 

youth on the 1

st

, 4

th

 and 6

th

 grade level.  We also need 

adults willing to provide current clearances and 

complete the on�line child protec3on in�service who 

would be willing to log into an on�line class to fulfill 

the diocesan requirement manda3ng 2 adults present 

when we work with youth on a conferencing plaCorm.  

If you are willing to help this year, please contact 

Irene at 899�6132 or 

ilucas@ourladyofmercychurch.org.�

Religious Educa�on Registra�on�

In an aDempt to create the safest environment for 

everyone, religious educa3on registra3on will be 

conducted by mail this year. Families who were 

registered for religious educa3on in 2019�2020 school 

year will receive their registra3on form in the mail in 

early August. To register children, parents are asked 

to update, sign and return all forms. A leDer will 

accompany these forms describing how we will handle 

faith forma3on this year. Families registering for the 

first 3me will be able to download the registra3on 

form from the parish website. Thank you for your 

coopera3on.�
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FORMED.ORG�

If you are new to the parish subscrip�on, 

you can enjoy formed.org for free by 

signing up as part of the parish 

subscrip�on.  All you need is your email, then select 

the op�on for an “ins�tu�on or parish” subscrip�on 

and search for Our Lady of Mercy Harborcreek.�

Scripture Study�

Join us for a Scripture Study on Mary 

beginning Thursday, July 23 at 11:00 

a.m. August 15 is the feast of the 

Assump�on of Mary, so this is a perfect 

�me to reflect on her witness and her 

role in the Church through the 

centuries. All are welcome to join our virtual study 

beginning Thursday, July 23. Prior to each gathering, 

par�cipants are asked to view one of the lectures by 

Dr. Brant Pitre on formed.org, h�ps://

watch.formed.org/lec�o�mary�with�dr�brant�pitre 

When we gather in our Zoom room, we will discuss 

what we learned. To get the Zoom link each week, 

email ilucas@ourladyofmercychurch.org. If you have 

not yet explored the parish subscrip�on to formed.org, 

signing up is easy. Go to h�ps://formed.org/ Click on 

“sign up”. Choose “sign up as parish or organiza�on”. 

Search for Our Lady of Mercy Harborcreek. It is that 

simple. If you have any problems, contact the parish 

office. �

Mailing Party�

There will be a mailing party 

tomorrow, Monday, Aug. 10 at 9:00 

a.m. in Sperry Hall. Anyone who can 

help prepare the newsle6er for the 

mail should call 899�6132 or email 

ilucas@ourladyofmercychurch.org. �

Grief Support Group�

Monday, August 17 at 7pm is the 

next gathering for Grief Support 

Group. Hearing the story of 

others who have experienced a 

loss and sharing your own story 

helps with the healing process. 

Perhaps a one on one exchange is more appealing. If 

so please contact Donna Clark in the parish office. �

OLM Book Group�

Join us on Wednesday, August 19 @ 

7:00 p.m. at the home of Donna Huff 

4517 N. Woods Dr. to discuss The River 

by Peter Heller. Our September �tle will 

be Olive Again by Elizabeth Strout.�

Sunset Mass�

We will have our annual end�of�the

�summer Sunset Mass on August 16 

at 7:00. We will be in a new loca�on 

this year. Because of COVID 

concerns, we do not have access to 

Glinodo, but Faith Lutheran Church 

5414 E. Lake Road has graciously offered to host us in 

their outdoor worship area. Benches are available, but 

you are encouraged to bring your own lawn chair. 

There will be NO cookies a?erward because of COVID 

restric�ons.�

�

We Remember… 

Dick Meyer, brother of Ed Meyer,�

Dianne Wells, sister of Judy Hess, and�

Jeffery Morealli, brother of Greg Morealli; �

who passed away recently.�

Please hold them and their 

families in prayer �

during this difficult  me.�

New AV Ministry needs people to help. �

We are working on our 

permanent camera and video 

system so we can con�nue to live 

stream Mass. We are looking for 

people who would love to learn 

how to work the camera and sound system for our 

livestream. Interested? Please contact Donna Clark in 

the parish office. Or dclark@ourladyofmercychurch.org�

Feeling Isolated? �

Are you feeling isolated from the 

community? Coming to church might 

have been part of your pa6ern for 

social interac�on and now you may not 

feel safe returning yet because of your 

age or health situa�on. We can make a 

pastoral visit to our older parishioners. Please call 

Donna Clark in the Parish Office.�

Job Openings�

●Barbs Care�A�Lot is hiring a cook! 

They are looking for someone to 

come in from 10 a.m. � 1:00 p.m. 

Monday through Thursday to cook 

meals for the children. If you are interested, please call 

the day care at 899�9254.�

●Burch Farms is hiring an Apple Picker for the season. 

This is a paid posi�on. Please contact Tim Burch at �

814�725�0747 if you are interested in filling this 

posi�on.�



FAITH & RACIAL HEALING 

Embracing Truth, Justice & Healing 

An Opportunity To Reflect As A Community On Race In America 

From The Perspective Of Our Faith 

When:   

Tuesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. 

{There will be 8 sessions; 9/22, 9/29, 10/13, 10/27, 11/10, 11/24, 12/ 8, 12/15 plus a retreat to begin the study and a cultural 

experience mid-way through} 

Where: 

A Zoom room on your device of choice 

Cost: 

Participants will be asked to purchase 3 books at a cost of $40.  Participants are free to search the internet for used 

copies 

to save money. 

(If this is a financial burden and will prohibit you from participating, please contact the Office of Lifelong Faith Formation.) 

Registration: 

To participate, email ilucas@ourladyofmercychurch.org with your email address by Sept. 1. 

Questions: 

Call the Office of Lifelong Faith Formation at 899-6132. 

Sponsored by the Social Justice Committee 

In the past few weeks, the issue of racial inequality has become a topic of conversation, news articles and debate.  

We have heard from people in positions of power and people walking on the streets.  Our Christian tradition has 

also been talking about racial equality for quite some time.  It is essential that we listen to the voice of our faith as we 

discern our response to this pressing social issue.  In “Faith & Racial Healing”, participants will look at the history of 

race in the U.S. through the Christian lens.  Each session will focus on a different era or issue in our racial history.  

This enrichment opportunity will be conducted via Zoom.  Participants will gather for prayer and conversation, 

discussion of books and videos, reflection on society and on our own hearts as we journey toward reconciliation 

with God and our neighbor.   

find us on Facebook!� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �   � � � � �               page 4�

WOW! Words cannot express our gra�tude for how the community responded to our “Non” 

Fes�val during this pandemic. You made it the best ever “Non” Fes�val! You did wonderful. �

Thank you all so much and may God bless all of you.�

Income $16,325.00  

Total 

Expenses 

$  1,314.60 Invitations    $  241.73 

Postage         $     72,87 

Grand Prize $1,000.00 

Profit $15,010.40  

2020 ‘NON” FESTIVAL RESULTS 

2019 $20,938.08 

2018 $20,108.80 

2017 $20,041.60 

2016 $20,410.25 

PRIOR YEAR PROFITS 





LYNCH
Home Medical Supply

TIMOTHY P. LYNCH
Parishioner, Owner, Certified Orthotic Fitter

Lift Chairs & Scooters • Wound Care • Walkers
Wheelchairs • Commodes & Much More

4020 Main St. • Lawrence Park
899-3636

www.lynchmedical.com

6615 Buffalo Road
814-899-9005

www.diningverse.com/fiddleinn

William D. Elkin
Funeral Home

65 South Lake St. • North East
725-4511

Timothy P. Elkin, F.D.
William D. Elkin, F.D.

Pre-Arrangements Available

www.dusckas-taylorfuneralhome.com

 5151 Buffalo Rd.
 Erie, PA 16510

Robert D. Taylor, Supervisor
814-315-0911

“Your Computer 
Professional”

JDLCOMPUTERS.COM

new systems
used • repairs

“We service all brands”

898-8300
Jerry & Dee Law - Parishioners

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1199

HEISE REBUILDING
 Starters • Alternators • Electrical
Rewiring • Mechanical Repairs

 PA Inspections
899-8186

1291 Walbridge Rd. • Erie, PA 16511
heiserebuilding.com

~ Parishioner ~

Contact Tim Weir to place an ad today! 
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568

East
5001 Buffalo Road

Erie, PA 16510
899.5424

West
5341 West Lake Road

Erie, PA 16505
835.6960

Where There’s Always Something GROWING On!
Jim Skarzenski & Bob Rocky - Parishioners 

 OLLINGER
 PLUMBING, HEATING 
 & AIR CONDITIONING

Residential • Commercial
Quality Installations & Service

899-2809

PRICHARD
CHIROPRACTIC OFFICES

 6095 Buffalo Road 
 Harborcreek, PA
 899-1966

DR. LOREN J. PRICHARD
DR. SCOTT V. PRICHARD

5416 East Lake Road
Erie, PA 16511
814-899-8600

www.brevillier.org 

Ball Pavilion
Short Term Rehab
Long Term Nursing Care

Barnabas Court
Licensed Personal Care, 
Residency & Independent 
Living.

Conrad House
Independent Living

 6850 Buffalo Rd.
 814-315-4051
 Harborcreek, PA
     www.harborcreekautogallery.com

 • Sales • PA Inspections
 • Notary • Detailing

HEISE REBUILDING
Mechanical Repairs

 PA Inspections: 
Vehicle & Motorcycle
899-8186

1291 Walbridge Rd. • Erie, PA 16511
heiserebuilding.com

~ Parishioner ~
– No Job Too Small –

shalkhamelectric.com
814-873-2788

PA140374

THIS SPACE IS

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.


