
May 17th, 2020 � 6th Sunday of Easter�
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We are a Eucharis�c, Catholic Chris�an Community of 

Communi�es formed by the Word of God and the teachings of the 

Church. We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to live the values of 

Jesus Christ in a prayerful, welcoming and nurturing environment.�

M	�� S�

���
�

Public Masses are canceled un�l further 

no�ce. Please take this �me to worship at 

home with your families. Check the �

Our Lady of Mercy website and e�mails for 

worship resources.�
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Msgr. Gerald T. Ritchie, Pastor�

Donna Clark, Pastoral Minister�

Irene Lucas,  Director of Lifelong Faith Forma�on�

Brandon Vogt,  Director of Liturgy & Music�

Ka�e Stephenson,  Administra�ve  Assistant�

Sarah Phipps, Youth Minister�

Kirk Mientkiewicz, Maintenance Coordinator�

Andrea Maille, Lifelong Faith Forma�on Secretary�
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Parish Office: 814�899�5342�

Office of Lifelong Faith Forma�on: 814�899�6132�

Fax: 814�898�3306�

Email: info@ourladyofmercychurch.org�
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837 Bartle- Road    •    Harborcreek, PA 16421    •    www.ourladyofmercychurch.org�

�
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For a complete calendar of events, please visit �

ourladyofmercychurch.org/calendar�
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Even though public Masses have been 

Fr. Ritchie will to offer a 

Mass each day the 

at each Mass.�
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Mon.� 05/18�� Acts 16:11�15� � � / Jn 15:26�16:4a�

Tue.� 05/19�� Acts 16:22�34� � � / Jn 16:5�11�

Wed.� 05/20�� Acts 17:15, 22�18:1�� / Jn 16:12�15�

Thur.� 05/21�� Acts 1:1�11/ Eph 1:17�23/ Mt 28:16�20�

Fri.�� 05/22�� Acts 18:9�18��  � � / Jn 16:20�23�

Sat.� 05/23�� Acts 18:23�28� � � / Jn 16:23b�28�

Sun.� 05/24�� Acts 1:12�14/1 Pt 4:13�16/Jn 17:1�11a�
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9:00 a.m.�4:00 p.m.� �

Call Donna Smicker at 899�9108�

4:00 p.m.�9:00 p.m.�

Call Gerri Extein at 490�9681�
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Just a reminder that although parishioners are not 

here, our bills s)ll are. Please consider suppor)ng by 

mailing your envelopes or dropping them off at the 

Parish Office.�

Crisis Hotlines�

If you are in crisis and need help 

immediately, please consult one of 

the following toll�free na+onal 

hotlines or contact your local police 

or emergency services. All hotlines 

are free. �

Childhelp (1.800.4ACHILD)�

Provides 24/7 assistance in 170 languages to adults, 

children and youth with informa+on and ques+ons 

regarding child abuse. All calls are anonymous and 

confiden+al.�

Na)onal Suicide Preven)on Lifeline (1.800.273.TALK )�

Support and asssitance 24/7 for anyone feeling 

depressed, overwhelmed or suicidal.�

Na)onal Domes)c Violence Hotline (1.800.799.SAFE)�

Na+onal call center refers to local resources; Spanish 

plus 160 other languages available; no caller ID used.�

Na)onal Sexual Assault Hotline (1.800.656.HOPE)�

(Rape, Abuse, and Incest Na)onal Network � RAINN)�

Na+onwide referrals for specialized counseling and 

support groups. Hotline (1.800.656.4673) routes calls 

to local sex assault crisis centers for resources and 

referrals. Spanish available.�

Na)onal Parent Helpline (1.855.4A.PARENT)�

Helpline for parent and caregiver support.�

For more informa)on and to find more Hotline 

numbers that are available to you, please visit h�ps://

www.stopitnow.org/ohc�content/crisis�hotlines �
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I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you.�

� Even as Jesus prepares for death he shows 

concern for his disciples. He has been their advocate 

for three short years. Now he promises to send a new 

advocate who will con+nue to counsel and console 

them. This new advocate will serve as a comforter 

and guide, helping them cope with the daily strain of 

keeping the commandments.�

� This promise made to the disciples of Jesus is also 

intended for those of us who claim to be his disciples 

today. The Spirit of Truth will do more than just stand 

beside us in our moments of crisis. This Spirit will 

enter into us, abide with us, dwell within us.�

� Wai+ng for the Spirit of Truth, the Holy Spirit, is 

not just something we do the week before Pentecost. 

This holy wai+ng must become part of our daily 

spiritual prac+ce.�

� Some+mes in moments of need I go to everyone 

else for assistance before turning to the abiding 

Presence of the Spirit within me.�

� If we take Jesus’ promise not to leave us orphans 

seriously, we will find ourselves asking and wai+ng for 

that guidance every day.�

� Reflec+on: When have I been aware of the 

� presence of the Spirit within me? How will I make 

� +me to wait for the guidance of that Spirit each 

� day?�

Macrina Wiederkehr, O.S.B.�
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Bishop Persico will host a virtual town hall on the 

topic through Zoom on Thursday, May 21, at 7 p.m. 

Parishioners will be invited to sign up for the event 

through a link on the diocesan homepage later this 

week, and will be able to submit ques+ons for the 

bishop by email. In addi+on, the event will be posted 

on the diocesan website aBer it is over. To read the 

full release about the plan, visit www.eriercd.org/

news/News�releases.html. �
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Virtual Bible Study�

It is not too late to join our virtual 

Scripture Study of Paul’s Le�er to the 

Philippians.  This Thursday, we will 

discuss the fi�h lecture by Dr. Tim 

Grey h�ps://watch.formed.org/lec�o�philippians�with�

dr��m�gray Then we will gather on Zoom to discuss the 

segment.  We will gather each Thursday morning at 

11:00.  If you want to join, send Irene your email at 

ilucas@ourladyofmercychurch.org.  �

OLM Book Group�

The OLM Book Group can meet!  We 

will gather at 7:00 PM on Wednesday, 

May 20 at the home of Marilyn Garwig. 

Our May ,tle will be Harry’s Trees by 

Jon Cohen.  In June, we will discuss The 

Huntress by Kate Quin. �

Need Food?�

Families who are out of work can 

receive food from the Ella 

Cochran Food Pantry on May 20 

from 8:30am to 12:30pm. This is 

the regular monthly distribu,on 

on the third Wednesday of the month. To sign up 

ahead of ,me or for food emergencies call the food 

pantry at 480�9979. If you have other needs please call 

the parish office. �

May Birthdays�

We apologize for the glitch in our 

computer system that only gave us a 

frac,on of the youth May birthdays. We 

have included an updated calendar in the 

bulle,n this week. Happy Birthday!�

Scholarship Opportunity�

The Knights of Columbus con,nue to 

support the younger members of our 

flock. One way that they lend a hand is 

through college scholarships. They are 

now accep,ng applica,ons for the 

scholarships. Applica,ons are available 

through the OLM Website or the church office. Along 

with an applica,on, a brief essay is required and a 

cer,fied and sealed most recently available transcript 

from the applicant’s school. The applica,on deadline 

is Friday, May 29. Remind others who may be 

interested. Watch the weekly bulle,n and the parish 

webpage.�

Sign up for Faith Direct �

Looking for a more direct way to 

support Our Lady of Mercy rather 

than mailing your envelope or 

dropping it off at the parish 

office? Sign up for Faith Direct, 

our church’s online giving pla>orm. You can find the 

link to Faith Direct on our website. To get us through 

this ,me of social distancing you can make a one�,me 

dona,on or sign up for recurring dona,ons. Signing up 

for regular dona,ons helps us by the consistency of 

your support, helps you by the convenience, and helps 

both of us by reducing our prin,ng and mailing costs.�

Get the bulle n in your In�Box�

To receive an e mail with the weekly 

bulle,n sign up at: h�ps://

parishesonline.com/find/our�lady�of�mercy

�church�16421 You can also sign up by 

going through the bulle,n page on our 

parish website. �

FORMED.ORG�

If you are new to the parish subscrip,on, 

you can enjoy formed.org for free by 

signing up as part of the parish 

subscrip,on.  All you need is your email, then select 

the op,on for an “ins,tu,on or parish” subscrip,on 

and search for Our Lady of Mercy Harborcreek.�

Connecting with people from the Parish 

Are you missing the people that you see regularly�

� at Mass or other church events? �

Take a moment and close your eyes.�

Imagine that you are siCng in your regular pew. �

Hear the sounds around you before Mass. �

See someone come in who normally sits near you.�

See their smile.�

Exchange a warm gree,ng.�

Share with them your struggle �

� of these past seven weeks. �

Listen to their story. �

What has changed for you?�

How have you encountered Christ �

� through this experience? �

What have you discovered about yourself or others?�

What are you doing differently �

� that you hope to con,nue? �

What new developments have you �

� experienced in prayer? �

Imagine your embrace of the other �

� in a new sense of uncondi,onal love. �

Rest in the warm emo,ons that flood into your heart. �

Rejoice for your encounter with the Risen Christ. �
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The current pandemic has brought educa�onal 

inequality into sharp relief. According to 

UNESCO, the pandemic has forced school closures in 191 

countries, affec�ng at least 1.5 billion students and 63 

million primary and secondary teachers. With most of the 

world’s students now at home due to COVID�19, the 

pandemic is revealing startling divides in digitally�based 

distance learning, data from the UN educa�on and cultural 

agency, UNESCO, and partners has revealed. They found 

that half of all students currently out of the classroom � or 

nearly 830 million learners globally �� do not have access to 

a computer. Addi�onally, more than 40 per cent have no 

Internet access at home. Dispari�es in distance educa�on 

are par�cularly evident in low�income countries. Nearly 90 

per cent of students in sub�Saharan Africa do not have 

household computers while 82 per cent are unable to get 

online.�

In the United States, about 17 percent of students 

na�onwide lack a computer at home, according to a 2019 

analysis by the Associated Press. Eighteen percent lack 

broadband internet access. Low�income families and 

families of color are especially likely to be without these 

resources, according to the AP. Rural and low income urban 

communi�es are par�cularly disadvantaged in the switch to 

distance learning. In Wyoming, for example, just under 3 

percent of students lack internet, and about 14 percent lack 

broadband, according to Educa�on Department sta�s�cs 

gathered in 2017 and analyzed by the AP. But in 

Washington, DC, 19 percent of students have no internet 

and 34 percent have no broadband. In Charleston, South 

Carolina, 4,000 of the district’s 50,000 students have no 

internet, according to US News & World Report.�

Around the country, many students lack access to a 

computer at home, from around 8 percent in Utah to 28 

percent in DC. For low or moderate income families, if 

there is a computer or tablet in the home, it must be 

shared by all household members, a difficulty when several 

children are required to spend mul�ple hours with on�line 

instruc�on.�

Access to digital instruc�on is not the only struggle facing 

low income children. Low income families are far less likely 

to be able to work from home than higher income families. 

Parents who do not speak English, know how to reach out 

to the teacher or who are not familiar with the technology 

leave children at a steep disadvantage, as does crowded 

homes, learning disabili�es and family instability. Chronic 

hunger makes it difficult to learn under the best of 

circumstances. Each day, the Na�onal School Lunch 

Program serves over 30 million children, the School 

Breakfast Program serves over 14.7 million children and the 

Child and Adult Care Food Program serves over 6.1 million 

children, according to CNBC. With schools around the 

country closed, many of these children and their families 

are experiencing severe food insecurity, even short term 

malnutri�on.�

Amidst school closures, many fear that millions of these 

students will go hungry. �
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Pope Francis has moved the Peter’s Pence Collec
on, 

for this year, from June 27�28 to the October 3�4. If 

any of you submi>ed dona�ons earlier, they will be 

applied to the collec�on monies contributed in 

October. We will keep you informed if there are other 

changes in special collec�ons this year.�
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LYNCH
Home Medical Supply

TIMOTHY P. LYNCH
Parishioner, Owner, Certified Orthotic Fitter

Lift Chairs & Scooters • Wound Care • Walkers
Wheelchairs • Commodes & Much More

4020 Main St. • Lawrence Park
899-3636

www.lynchmedical.com

6615 Buffalo Road
814-899-9005

www.diningverse.com/fiddleinn

William D. Elkin
Funeral Home

65 South Lake St. • North East
725-4511

Timothy P. Elkin, F.D.
William D. Elkin, F.D.

Pre-Arrangements Available

www.dusckas-taylorfuneralhome.com

 5151 Buffalo Rd.
 Erie, PA 16510

Robert D. Taylor, Supervisor
814-315-0911

“Your Computer 
Professional”

JDLCOMPUTERS.COM

new systems
used • repairs

“We service all brands”

898-8300
Jerry & Dee Law - Parishioners

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1199

HEISE REBUILDING
 Starters • Alternators • Electrical
Rewiring • Mechanical Repairs

 PA Inspections
899-8186

1291 Walbridge Rd. • Erie, PA 16511
heiserebuilding.com

~ Parishioner ~

Contact Tim Weir to place an ad today! 
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568

East
5001 Buffalo Road

Erie, PA 16510
899.5424

West
5341 West Lake Road

Erie, PA 16505
835.6960

Where There’s Always Something GROWING On!
Jim Skarzenski & Bob Rocky - Parishioners 

 OLLINGER
 PLUMBING, HEATING 
 & AIR CONDITIONING

Residential • Commercial
Quality Installations & Service

899-2809

PRICHARD
CHIROPRACTIC OFFICES

 6095 Buffalo Road 
 Harborcreek, PA
 899-1966

DR. LOREN J. PRICHARD
DR. SCOTT V. PRICHARD

5416 East Lake Road
Erie, PA 16511
814-899-8600

www.brevillier.org 

Ball Pavilion
Short Term Rehab
Long Term Nursing Care

Barnabas Court
Licensed Personal Care, 
Residency & Independent 
Living.

Conrad House
Independent Living

 call us at 814.725.4300
to find out how we can serve you.

www.northeastnurses.com

 6850 Buffalo Rd.
 814-315-4051
 Harborcreek, PA
     www.harborcreekautogallery.com

 • Sales • PA Inspections
 • Notary • Detailing

HEISE REBUILDING
Mechanical Repairs

 PA Inspections: 
Vehicle & Motorcycle
899-8186

1291 Walbridge Rd. • Erie, PA 16511
heiserebuilding.com

~ Parishioner ~
– No Job Too Small –

shalkhamelectric.com
814-873-2788

PA140374

THIS SPACE IS

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.


