
March 1st, 2020 � 1st Sunday of Lent�
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We are a Eucharis�c, Catholic Chris�an Community of 

Communi�es formed by the Word of God and the teachings of the 

Church. We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to live the values of 

Jesus Christ in a prayerful, welcoming and nurturing environment.�

M	�� S�
���
�

Saturday Vigil: 6:00 p.m.�

Sunday: 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.�

Weekday: 8:30 a.m.�

P	��� S�	���

Msgr. Gerald T. Ritchie, Pastor�

Donna Clark, Pastoral Minister�

Irene Lucas,  Director of Lifelong Faith Forma�on�

Brandon Vogt,  Director of Liturgy & Music�

Ka"e Stephenson,  Administra�ve  Assistant�

Kirk Mientkiewicz, Maintenance Coordinator�

Andrea Maille, Lifelong Faith Forma�on Secretary�

C���	�� I�����	���� �

Parish Office: 814�899�5342�

Office of Lifelong Faith Forma�on: 814�899�6132�

Fax: 814�898�3306�

Email: info@ourladyofmercychurch.org�
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837 Bartle* Road    •    Harborcreek, PA 16421    •    www.ourladyofmercychurch.org�

�

�



T�� W��� A���	�

For a complete calendar of events, please visit �

ourladyofmercychurch.org/calendar�

Mon.� 03/02�� 5:30 p.m.�� Sister Parish Commi�ee�

� � � � � 7:00 p.m.�� Pastoral Facilitator Mtg.�

Tue.� 03/03�� 9:30 a.m.�� Steel Magnolias�

� � � � � 1:30 p.m.�� Legion of Mary�

� � � � � 2:00 p.m.�� Prayer Shawl�

� � � � � 4:00 p.m.�� Religious Ed. Gr. 3�6�

� � � � � 5:30 p.m.�� Children’s Choir�

� � � � � 5:30 p.m.�� Vaca,on Bible School �

� � � � � � � � � Planning�

� � � � � 7:00 p.m.�� Pastoral Council�

� � � � � 7:30 p.m.�� AA�

Wed.� 03/04�� 1:00 p.m.�� Diamonds in the Rough�

� � � � � 5:30 p.m.�� Lenten Pastus�

Thur.� 03/05�� 9:00 a.m.�� Pain,ng Class�

� � � � � 9:30 a.m.�� Po�er’s Clay�

� � � � � 6:00 p.m.�� Prayer Shawl�

� � � � � 6:45 p.m.�� Choir Rehearsal�

Fri.�� 03/06�� 5:00 p.m.�� First Reconcilia,on �

� � � � � � � � � Prac,ce�

� � � � � 7:00 p.m.�� Sta,ons of the Cross�

Sat.� 03/07�� 10:00 a.m.� AA�

� � � � � 1:00 p.m.�� First Reconcilia,on�

� � � � � 4:30 p.m.�� Sacrament of Penance�

Sun.� 03/08�� Second Sunday of Lent�

� � � � � 9:30 a.m.�� Religious Ed. Gr. K�2�

� � � � � 9:45 a.m.�� First Eucharist Parent �

� � � � � � � � � Mtg.�

� � � � � 12:00 p.m.� Religious Ed. Gr. 7 & 8�

M��� I������  

Mon.� 03/02�� 8:30 a.m.�� Dianne Nagosky�Seib�

� � � � � � � � �    (Richard & Ann Nagosky)�

Tue.� 03/03�� 8:30 a.m.�� Denny Smith�

� � � � � � � � �    (John & Judy Skuce)�

Wed.� 03/04�� 8:30 a.m.�� Special Inten)ons for �

� � � � � � � � � Eleanor Searl�

� � � � � � � � �    (Dan O�)�

Thur.� 03/05�� 8:30 a.m.�� Doris Becker�

� � � � � � � � �    (Marilyn Garwig)�

Fri.�� 03/06�� 8:30 a.m.�� Chet Szymecki�

� � � � � � � � �    (Ed Lacastro)�

Sat.� 03/07�� 8:30 a.m.�� �

� � � � � 6:00 p.m.�� Gertrude Peters�

� � � � � � � � �    (Ross Peters)�

Sun.� 03/08�� 8:30 a.m.�� Evelyn Seyboldt�

� � � � � � � � �    (Lou Sitzle)�

� � � � � 11:00 a.m.� For the People of OLM�

S�������� R��	����

Mon.� 03/02�� Lv 19:1�2, 11�18�� � � / Mt 25:31�46�

Tue.� 03/03�� Is 55:10�11� � � � � / Mt 6:7�15�

Wed.� 03/04�� Jon 3:1�10 � � � � � / Lk 11:29�32�

Thur.� 03/05�� Est C:12, 14�16, 23�25�� / Mt 7:7�12�

Fri.�� 03/06�� Ez 18:21�28� � � � � / Mt 5:20�26�

Sat.� 03/07�� Dt 26:16�19� � � � � / Mt 5:42�48�

Sun.� 03/08�� Gn 12:1�4a / 2 Tm 1:8b�10 / Mt 17:1�9�
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P����� L��              

9:00 a.m.�4:00 p.m.� �

Call Donna Smicker at 899�9108�

4:00 p.m.�9:00 p.m.�

Call Gerri Extein at 899�6875�

The Hospital Visitor for the week is Andrea Maille. �

F������ S�������

Offertory for the weekend of February 16, 2020�

� Envelopes sent:�� � � 392� �

� Envelopes returned:� � 113� $4,309.00�

� Faith Direct Deposits:� � 117� $3,059.08�

� Loose Change:� � � � � � $   189.00�

    � TOTAL OFFERTORY:�� � � � $7,557.08�

We Remember… 

Doris Becker, aunt of Marilyn Garwig �

and Dianne Nagosky�Seib, sister of �

Richard Nagosky; who passed away recently.�

Please hold them and their families in prayer �

during this difficult �me.�

T��� S��	
�’� 

R����������

M������ 4:1�11�

“If you are the Son of God…”�

� Ma�hew’s account of Jesus’ tempta,ons clearly 

proclaims that Jesus could be tempted. Is he tempted 

to power? Is he tempted to vanity? Maybe he is just 

tempted to assuage his deep, physical hunger a>er a 

forty�day fast.�

� Turning stone to bread seems like far less a 

miracle than he will perform in feeding the mul,tudes 

from just five loaves and two fish (Mt. 14:14�21). But 

deep lure of the tempta,ons goes beyond having 

Jesus selfishly perform a miracle for his own benefit. 

The crux of each tempta,on may be to manifest an 

unmistakable sign of Jesus’ rela,onship to God.�

� “If you are the Son of God, then prove it.” And to 

whom is he tempted to prove it, to the one who 

tempts him? Surely that is no tempta,on to Jesus. But 

what if the tempta,on were to prove it to himself?�

� Dining on the word of God will have to be its own 

proof. It is the only proof possible. This is the bread 

that will sustain him through the desert, all the way 

to the cross.�

� Reflec,on: How is God sustaining me when I am 

� tempted?�
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Soup Makers Needed�

Lenten Soup Supers are being held 

before our Lenten Pastus speakers 

on March 4, 11 & 25. We need soup 

makers to serve at least 40 people. Please sign�up in 

the Gathering Space. Contact Sue McCreary at 814�602

�0146 with any ques"ons.�

First Reconcilia�on�

We will celebrate First Reconcilia"on on 

Saturday, March 7 at 1:00.  Our parish 

family is invited to celebrate with us.�

Widows Dinner�

March 13 at 4:30pm at Harbor House 

on Buffalo Rd. It is good to get out, be 

with others who can laugh with you 

but also understand the challenges of 

losing a spouse. Join us for fellowship. 

Call Donna Clark with ques"ons. �

Ladies Cra� Day�Save the Date!�

On Saturday March 14

th

 from 9 

a.m. � 3 p.m. mul"ple cra,s and 

demonstra"ons will be offered 

throughout the morning and 

a,ernoon with a potluck lunch 

between the sessions. Keep an eye 

out in the Gathering Space for sign ups and more 

informa"on. Some of the cra,s include, a pain"ng 

class, a croche"ng lesson, and a Cricut lesson on how 

to make a “hot mess canvas”.�

Bap�smal Prep Parent Session�

The next Bap"smal Prep Session for 

Parents and Godparents will be held 

on Sunday, March 15 at noon in the 

Conference Room.  The Diocese of 

Erie mandates that parents who 

desire to celebrate the Bap"sm of their child a4end a 

parent prep session within 2 years of the child’s 

bap"sm.  If you are an"cipa"ng the bap"sm of your 

child in the coming 6 months, register for this session 

by calling the parish office at 899�5342.  Registra"on 

prior to the class is required in order to ensure that 

sufficient materials are available.�

OLM Book Group�

The days are ge9ng longer.  The birds 

are beginning to nest.  Spring is 

returning to Erie.  It is "me to emerge 

from hiberna"on.  Join the OLM Book 

Group on March 18, @ 7:00 at the 

home of Pat Marshall 4159 Ridge Pkwy to discuss The 

Life We Bury by Allen Eskens.  Reading ahead? Our 

April "tle will be Say Nothing by Patrick Keefe.�

Woman’s Luncheon�

Save the date: Tuesday March 24 at 

1pm. Place to be announced. Predic"ng 

good weather!� Call Donna Clark with 

ques"ons. �

2020 Cursillo Dates�

March 19�22

nd

 Men’s Cursillo #251 at OLM �

April 16�19

th

 Women’s Cursillo #258 at OLM �

Start making plans for life’s best weekend! Lois Heise 

would love to talk to you about Cursillo and how it can 

change your life! Call Lois at  882�9555.�

First Eucharist Parent Mee�ng�

Parents with children preparing to celebrate First 

Eucharist in the spring are reminded that there will be 

a very important mee"ng on Sunday, March 8 at 9:45�

10:45 in Sperry Hall.�

Opera�on Rice Bowl�

This week, religious educa"on children received their 

Lenten Opera"on Rice Bowls.  This is a project of 

Catholic Relief Services.  The family calendar offers a 

daily sugges"on for prayer, study or ac"on as we 

journey through Lent.  Money collected through this 

rice bowl is used to assist those in need, both in our 

diocese and around the world.�

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

Mar. 3� � Dominick Scarpino� 14�

Mar. 3� � Milena Laskey�� � 3�

Mar. 4� � Cain Rozenek� � � 10�

Mar. 5� � Thomas Pohl� � � 13�

Mar. 5� � Sophia Sartori�� � 6�

Mar. 6� � Bailey Haislip� � � 9�

Mar. 7� � Claire Stauffer�� � 2�

Mar. 9� � Hannah Bradley� � 8�

Mar. 9� � Noah Sacco�� � � 16�

Mar. 9� � Nicholas Sacco�� � 16�

Mar. 9� � Lynzey Reinsel�� � 14�

Mar. 13� � Jus,n Tersigni�� � 15�

Mar. 16� � Oliver Beckman� � 6�

Mar. 16� � Will Lunger�� � � 11�

Mar. 17� � Leah Corey�� � � 14�

Mar. 18� � Eric Morris� � � � 17�

Mar. 21� � Charlie Giambrone� 16�

Mar. 24� � Tyler Bryan�� � � 4�

Mar. 31� � Angelina Carideo�� 9�

Mar. 31� � Antonio Hodzic� � 7�
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Ques�on�of�the�Week �

The winner of the Ques�on�of�the�Week Contest for 

the week of Feb. 18 was Landon Stephenson, Gr. 1, 

who knew that Lent begins on Ash Wednesday.�

S����� J�������

Human Trafficking�

There are an es�mated 40 million vic�ms 

of human trafficking (modern day 

slavery) today. Every country in the world is affected, 

including the United States. Migrants and refugees are 

par�cularly vulnerable to human trafficking. You can do 

something about this scourge on humanity. Become a 

responsible consumer to lessen the chance that your 

purchases are products of forced or child labor. You can 

learn about your �es to human trafficking at this 

website: h�p://slaveryfootprint.org �

CSA 2020�

A sincere thank you to all who made a pledge 

and/or gi2 to the Catholic Services appeal. 

You have joined together with Catholics 

throughout the Diocese of Erie to share of your blessings 

to help advance the mission of the church. I am grateful. �

If you have not yet made a commitment, it is not too 

late. Just drop your pledge card or envelope marked 

“CSA” in the collec�on basket or turn it in at the parish 

office. Your generosity is appreciated.�

Sta�ons of the Cross�

The parishioners of Our Lady of Mercy are invited to 

join the following groups as we pray the Sta�ons of 

the Cross on Fridays at 7 p.m. throughout the season 

of Lent:�

� � � March�� 6� Religious Ed. Students�

� � � � � � 13�Legion of Mary�

� � � � � � 20�SCC Fireside Cha;ers�

� � � � � � 27�Knights of Columbus�

� � � April� � 3� Pastoral Council�

Lenten Pastus Series�

The parish soup supper and speaker series is a 

beloved tradi�on during Lent at OLM.  Our first Pastus 

will be held on Wednesday, March 4.  Join us for Mass 

at 5:30 and/or homemade soup supper at 6:10 and/or 

the presenta�on at 7:00.  Our first Pastus 

presenta�on will be given by Fr. Ritchie who will 

share pictures and stories from his recent tour of the 

Holy Land.�

Parish Mission�

Mark your calendar for our annual Parish Mission, 

March 15�17.  Fr. Frank DeSiano will invite us to reflect 

on “Being a Disciple Today: How Can I Live My Life in 

a New Way”.  Each evening’s program will begin at 

7:00 PM.  Fr. DeSiano is a na�onally known author, 

speaker and leading voice on evangeliza�on.�

Sacrament of Reconcilia�on�

The prayers and prac�ces of this season help us call to 

mind our sins and God’s forgiveness. As we grow in 

awareness of our faults, we can bring them to God in 

a spirit of repentance, open to growth in grace, 

awai�ng the full expression of mercy and love. 

Communal celebra�ons of the sacrament of 

reconcilia�on remind us that con�nued conversion is 

a journey we make together as the Body of Christ.  

We will gather as a local faith community on the 

following days:�

Sunday, March 29 3:00 p.m.�

at St. Gregory in North East�

Tuesday, March 31 7:00 p.m.��

at Saint James in Wesleyville�

Wednesday, April 1 7:00 p.m.��

at Our Lady of Mercy in Harborcreek�

Thursday, April 2 7:00 p.m.�

at St. Mark in Lawrence Park�

FORMED.ORG�

Looking for something new this Lent?  Try 

the daily Lenten video reflec�ons by Dr. 

Tim Gray at formed.org/lent.  Post your 

thoughts on the OLM FaceBook page.�

C���	 P�������� 

�	 C������ S��� 

E ���!����

Pledge to Heal�

The Diocese of Erie remains commi;ed to helping 

vic�ms of clergy sexual abuse heal and recover. 

Counseling assistance is available for vic�ms and/or 

their families through the diocesan Vic�m Assistance 

Coordinator, VAC for short, Dr. Gerard Tobin, who can 

be reached at 814�451�1521.The diocese encourages 

anyone who has experienced abuse or misconduct by a 

member of the clergy or any employee or volunteer of 

the church to contact law enforcement. To report abuse 

to the independent inves�gators retained by the 

diocese, email�ErieRCD@KLGates.com. Vic�ms or 

concerned individuals can contact the diocese directly to 

report abuse at 814�451�1543. For addi�onal 

informa�on visit�h(ps://www.eriercd.org/

childprotec*on/�
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LYNCH
Home Medical Supply

TIMOTHY P. LYNCH
Parishioner, Owner, Certified Orthotic Fitter

Lift Chairs & Scooters • Wound Care • Walkers
Wheelchairs • Commodes & Much More

4020 Main St. • Lawrence Park
899-3636

www.lynchmedical.com

6615 Buffalo Road
814-899-9005

www.diningverse.com/fiddleinn

William D. Elkin
Funeral Home

65 South Lake St. • North East
725-4511

Timothy P. Elkin, F.D.
William D. Elkin, F.D.

Pre-Arrangements Available

www.dusckas-taylorfuneralhome.com

 5151 Buffalo Rd.
 Erie, PA 16510

Robert D. Taylor, Supervisor
814-315-0911

“Your Computer 
Professional”

JDLCOMPUTERS.COM

new systems
used • repairs

“We service all brands”

898-8300
Jerry & Dee Law - Parishioners

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1199

HEISE REBUILDING
 Starters • Alternators • Electrical
Rewiring • Mechanical Repairs

 PA Inspections
899-8186

1291 Walbridge Rd. • Erie, PA 16511
heiserebuilding.com

~ Parishioner ~

Contact Tim Weir to place an ad today! 
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568

East
5001 Buffalo Road

Erie, PA 16510
899.5424

West
5341 West Lake Road

Erie, PA 16505
835.6960

Where There’s Always Something GROWING On!
Jim Skarzenski & Bob Rocky - Parishioners 

 OLLINGER
 PLUMBING, HEATING 
 & AIR CONDITIONING

Residential • Commercial
Quality Installations & Service

899-2809

THIS SPACE IS

4041 Buffalo Rd, Erie • 814-616-6352

Check Out
Our Daily Specials

online at:
ichibanichiban.com

"

PRICHARD
CHIROPRACTIC OFFICES

 6095 Buffalo Road 
 Harborcreek, PA
 899-1966

DR. LOREN J. PRICHARD
DR. SCOTT V. PRICHARD

5416 East Lake Road
Erie, PA 16511
814-899-8600

www.brevillier.org 

Ball Pavilion
Short Term Rehab
Long Term Nursing Care

Barnabas Court
Licensed Personal Care, 
Residency & Independent 
Living.

Conrad House
Independent Living

 call us at 814.725.4300
to find out how we can serve you.

www.northeastnurses.com

 6850 Buffalo Rd.
 814-315-4051
 Harborcreek, PA
     www.harborcreekautogallery.com

 • Sales • PA Inspections
 • Notary • Detailing

HEISE REBUILDING
Mechanical Repairs

 PA Inspections: 
Vehicle & Motorcycle
899-8186

1291 Walbridge Rd. • Erie, PA 16511
heiserebuilding.com

~ Parishioner ~
– No Job Too Small –

shalkhamelectric.com
814-873-2788

PA140374


