OUR LADY OF MERCY CHURCH

837 Bartlett Road e Harborcreek, PA 16421 ¢ www.ourladyofmercychurch.org

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 6:00 p.m.
Sunday: 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Weekday: 8:30 a.m.

Holy Day of Obligation: 8:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

PARISH STAFF

Msgr. Gerald T. Ritchie, pPastor

Donna Clark, pastoral Minister

Irene Lucas, Director of Lifelong Faith Formation
Brandon Vogt, Director of Liturgy & Music

Katie Stephenson, Administrative Assistant
Geri Hadlock, Youth Minister

Kirk Mientkiewicz, Maintenance Coordinator
Andrea Maille, Lifelong Faith Formation Secretary

CONTACT INFORMATION

Parish Office: 814-899-5342

Office of Lifelong Faith Formation: 814-899-6132
Fax: 814-898-3306

Email: info@ourladyofmercychurch.org
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MISSION STATEMENT

We are a Eucharistic, Catholic Christian Community of
Communities formed by the Word of God and the teachings of the
Church. We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to live the values of
Jesus Christ in a prayerful, welcoming and nurturing environment.
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THE WEEK AHEAD
For a complete calendar of events, please visit /‘(, P’:Ajaﬁ,ﬁ, 60&, Mw’wg
ourladyofmercychurch.org/calendar

Mon. 11/25  6:30 p.m.  Fruit of the Vine SCC
Tue. 11/26  9:30a.m. Steel Magnolias SCC
1:30 p.m.  Legion of Mary
2:00 p.m.  Prayer Shawl
7:00 p.m.  New SCC
7:30 p.m.  AA
Wed. 11/27 1:00 p.m. Diamonds SCC
Thur. 11/28  Thanksgiving Day - Parish Office Closed
9:00 a.m.  Mass of Thanksgiving
Fri. 11/29
Sat. 11/30 10:00 a.m. AA
4:30 p.m.  Sacrament of Penance
Sun. 12/01  First Sunday of Advent
Casserole Club Drop Off
Monthly Food Pantry Collection
9:30a.m.  Healing Ministry

SCRIPTURE READINGS
Mon. 11/25 Dn 1:1-6, 8-20 / Lk 21:1-4
Tue. 11/26 Dn 2:31-45 / Lk 21:5-11

Wed. 11/27  Dn5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28

/ Lk 21:12-19
Thur. 11/28 Dn 6:12-28 / Lk 21:20-28
Fri. 11/29 Dn7:2-14 / Lk 21:29-33
Sat. 11/30 Rom 10:9-18 / Mt 4:18-22

Sun. 12/01  Is2:1-5/Rom 13:11-14 / Mt 24:37-44

PRAYER LINE
9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. -
Call Donna Smicker at 899-9108 | .-
ﬁ‘-ﬁ'ﬂ'j

4:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
Call Gerri Extein at 899-6875
The Hospital Visitor for the week is Marilyn Garwig.

MASS INTENTIONS

Mon. 11/25 8:30a.m. Thomas Liebel
(The Liebel Family)
Tue. 11/26  8:30a.m. Dolores Dietz
(Family)
Wed. 11/27 8:30a.m. Elaine May
(Marilyn Garwig)
Thur. 11/28  9:00 a.m.
Fri. 11/29 8:30 a.m.
Sat. 11/30 8:30a.m.
6:00 p.m.  Millie Hermann
(Family)
Sun. 12/01  8:30a.m. For the People of OLM
11:00 a.m. Bea Martin
(The Stephenson Family)

Loving God,

We turn our hearts to you on this
day for giving thanks, mindful of
your many gifts.

For each one, we are grateful.

For each one, we are blessed.

For each one we are opened to the
abundance of your love.

May this Thanksgiving Day offer a
reminder to be generous with others,
as you are with us.

We praise you.

We rejoice in you.

We give you thanks.

AIIH‘.'I'I . (

THIS SUNDAY'’S

REFLECTION
LK 23:35-43

Jesus is God’s son. Because Jesus was an obedient
son, he is the “beloved” son of God. As head of the
church, Jesus’s primacy is above all other thrones and
principalities. Yet unlike human rulers, Jesus reigns by
submission and acceptance of God’s will. Because of
Jesus’s compassion and forgiveness, the invisible God
is made visible on earth.

On the cross, a sign was hung over Jesus’s head:
“This is the King of the Jews.” But the people mocked
him, saying, “You saved others; why don’t you save
yourself?” They failed to understand that Jesus did
not come to save himself; he came to save others.
Two condemned men were crucified with Jesus. Both
were equidistant from Jesus’s outstretched arms, but
only one of them accepted his mercy: “This day you
will be with me in paradise.”

Paul knew first hand about God’s mercy. When he
was in darkness, God rescued him and brought him
into the light. Paul was filled with gratitude for being
made worthy to share God’s reign. We rejoice with all
the saints as we go into the house of the Lord to
worship Christ our king. We know that this is just a
foretaste of God’s eternal reign.

For Reflection: Have | accepted God’s love and
mercy? How do | show my gratitude?
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OLM Book Group
The best part of long, cold winter nights ==,
is that they give an excuse for more '
hours of reading. You are invited to
share the fruits of your winter reads
with the OLM Book Group. Because of the hectic pace
of the holiday season, we will take a break from
reading in December to view a movie “The Green
Book” on Dec. 11. Join us at the home of Claudette
Terrill, 6821 East Lake Rd. at 6:45 for a movie start time
of 7:00 sharp. Want to read ahead? Our January title
will be Of Human Bondage by W. Somerset Maugham.

Cursillo Christmas Party
The Cursillo Christmas Party will take place
Q right here at OLM on Saturday November
-‘.ﬁ}- 30 at 7:00 p.m.. You will be served 2 entrees,
d_}j%j * and we ask that you bring a dish to share.
! This is a BYOB event. Please RSVP to Janet
at the Cursillo Office at 824-1119.

Family Advent Party _

Mark your calendar for Sunday, Dec. 8 5% ™ iy
and join us for our annual Advent H o Ceeboation |
Party. We will share a pot luck lunch. # j'i |"
There will be crafts and games for the | . '
kids. And, we have sent an invitation = & T °®
to the North Pole, still waiting to hear if our special
guest will be able to join us.

#iGiveCatholic Our Lady of Mercy
You are invited to give to Our Lady
of Mercy on December 3rd for the
# CAIHOLIC #iGiveCatholic initiative, as a part
of Giving Tuesday. It is an
opportunity for us, in gratitude, to
donate online to Our Lady of Mercy in memory of
loved ones and family members. Advanced giving is
also accepted from November 18th to December 2nd.
To give, please visit: https://erie.igivecatholic.org/
organizations/our-lady-of-mercy-parish-4b60a05f-7657-
40cc-a47a-0bb8b871ded4

Widows Dinner

Dec 6 at 4:30pm at Creeks on East Lake
Rd. It is difficult to eat alone all the time
so come join a group of friends for

dinner. Questions call Donna Clark.

-

Tractor For Sale

Our Building & Grounds is selling our
1969 Farmall 140 Tractor. It runs well,
has a mower deck, 3 PH; for $3,500. If
interested please contact the Parish
Office at 899-5342 or by email at
secretary@ourladyofmercychurch.org.

Question-of-the-Week
The winner of the Question-of-the-Week

Contest for the week of Nov. 11 was ol ,'f},
Emma Skelly, Gr. 2, who knew that our ’ﬁ@!ﬁ
bishop is Bishop Persico.

WAYS To GIVE THIS SEASON
CHRISTMAS CARING TREE PROGRAM

The Ella Cochran Food Pantry’s “Christmas Caring
Tree” is on display in the Gathering Space this
weekend. Anyone wishing to brighten a child’s
Christmas or that of one of our seniors is asked to
take a name and return a wrapped gift by

December 7th and 8th.

Operation Assisting Santa:

Our mission, in conjunction with the Erie Vets
Hospital, is to insure that Local Veterans and their
families, who might not be able to do so

otherwise, have Christmas gifts for their children.
We are looking for people to 'adopt' children off of
our 'Santa's Good Kid List'. We supply the age,
gender, and what the child would like ( we actually
ask the parents ). The person goes out and buys
the gift(s)...we collect them....wrap them....and
distribute them at a luncheon where we honor the ;
Veterans and their families. The children's info will
be available starting November 24th....all gifts
should be in by December 8th. Thank you in
advance for your support. Moochie Zielewski
814-823-6506

Coat and Toy Collection - One Weekend
Only

We are collecting coats, clothing and gently used
toys for the Community Outreach Group on
November 23 and 24. Items can be brought to the
Gathering Space that weekend only. This will be
the only collection time. The annual clothing
distribution party is on Saturday, December 7 at
10:00 a.m. located at 453 West 16th St, Erie PA )
16502. Any items not distributed are given to other
local organizations and shelters for distribution to
those in need. If you have any questions, you can
call Tom Pearson at 814-450-7338.

SAVE THE DATE!

Healing Service....December 9 at
7pm....further information from
the healing ministry will be in
next week’s bulletin.

Woman'’s Event
If you live alone join us for this
m evening out. On Dec 13 we will start
with a social gathering at 4:30pm,
22 Dinner at 5:00pm both at Our Lady
of Mercy. Then we will head over to
'+ the Harborcreek Christmas Light Up
Night around 6:00pm. RSVP to
Donna Clark in the Parish office. Or
dclark@ourladyofmercychurch.org.

. WO MEM'E

EITTETS
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Washington, DC March for Life
Attend the March for Life in SOCIAL JUSTICE

Washington, DC on Friday, January
_‘. 24, 2020. Buses chartered by People

for Life will leave Erie on Thursday
MAHCHﬁ??‘ UFE evening, January 23 at 11 p.m. and

return about 1:30 a.m. on January 25.

Students and families on tight budgets are encouraged
to inquire about sponsorships arranged by People for
Life. Reservations should be made as soon as possible.
Send $55 per seat to People for Life; P.O. Box 1126;
Erie, PA 16512. Pay by December 21 and get a $5 early
bird discount (send $50 per seat). For more
information or to use a credit card, call (814) 882-1333
or go online to www.peopleforlife.life/january2020.

ROOM

FOR RENT
I

Room Available

Looking for a non-smoking, non-
drinking female to share a home
near Rt 90 and Depot Rd. Bedroom
with bathroom, large shared TV
room with fireplace. $400 per month
includes utilities. Interested? Call
Donna Clark in the parish office.

*First Sitting:

12-2 p.m.

Hunger Update

The social justice committee has good
news on the Global Hunger Resolution!
In October, the parish wrote letters to our members of
Congress asking them to support this important
legislation which will accelerate global progress
against maternal and child malnutrition. The House
Foreign Affairs committee has passed the Resolution
in a bi-partisan manner and it can now proceed to the
House for a full vote.

Dinner
Fundraiser

Drivers Needed
“El Weekday trips to and from Erie, various
times and days. Compensation provided.
INANTED Contact Donna Clark in the parish office.

Sister Parish Committee

Selling Daffin’s Candy Bars

The Sister Parish Committee is selling

Daffin’s candy bars to help with the -
cost of the delegation this October.

Candy bars are $1. They are available

in the Gathering Space. Leave your money in the
bucket.

- For the
Religious
Education
Ministry
SUNDAY,

JANUARY 26, 2020

*Second Sitting:

2-4 p.m.
$10 for Adults
$5 for Children
10 and under

‘Spaghetti &
Meatballs

‘Refreshments
-Salad

Jtalian Bread
*Cupcake Bar
*Chinese

Auction

**Tickets go on sale in the Gathering Space beginning
the weekend of December 1st, 2019**
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Advent Reflections and Concert with

EDan (Schutte

Dan has been composing music for
worship for more than 30 years,
including extensive collaborations
with the St. Louis Jesuits. His more
recent pieces exhibit an enduring
ability to reach into people’s hearts
and draw them into prayer. He is
one of the best-known, most prolific
and influential composers of music
for the liturgy today.

Composer of:
“Here I Am, Lord”, “City of God”, “Sing A New Song”,
“These Alone are Enough”, and many more...

- SUNDAY,
§. ') DECEMBER 15, 2019
= il AT 3:00 P.M.

Our LADY OF MERCY CHURCH
837 Bartlett Road, Harborcreek, PA 16421
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Home Medical Supply
TIMOTHY P.LYNCH
Parishioner, Owner, Certified Orthotic Fitter
Lift Chairs & Scooters * Wound Care » Walkers
Wheelchairs » Commodes & Much More
il 4020 Main St. ¢ Lawrence Park
A )
SR>

899-3636
www.lynchmedical.com
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“Erie, PA 16505
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.. 5001 Buffalo Road
= Erie,PA 16510
899.5424

HEISE REBUILDING

Mechanical Repairs
PA Inspections:
Vehicle & Motorcycle

899-8186
1291 Walbridge Rd. ¢« Erie, PA 16511
heiserebuilding.com
~ Parishioner ~

PRICHARD
CHIROPRACTIC OFFICES

Harborcreek, PA
899-1966

DR. LOREN J. PRICHARD
DR. SCOTT V. PRICHARD

WE'RE HIRING
AD SALES EXECUTIVES

* Full Time Paosition with
Benefits

+ Sales Experience Preferred

+ Paid Training

» Owvernight Travel Required

+ Expense Reimbursement

- No Job Too Small -

shalkhamelectric.com

814-873-2788

William D. Elkin

Funeral Home
65 South Lake St. « North East

CONTACT US AT 725-4511
careers@4LPi.com Timothy P. Elkin, F.D.
wwin dLPi.com/careers William D. Elkin, F.D.

Pre-Arrangements Available

FIDDLE INN
P ARBORCREEK, e ]

“Home of the EVERYTHINGS”
6615 Buffalo Road

814-899-9005
www.diningverse.com/fiddleinn

HELP PROTECT YOUR FAMILY

With 8 homez securizy sysiem monitored by A07
profass ninals 2 heaes a cay, # deva ek,
Az an added bensht, irstalling a Security Svstern may
rualify you for & Homeowners Inzurance disgount,

CALL NOW! 1-888-331-6501

/el COMMUNITY
N_llR_'Hﬂﬁ SERVICES

“of Marth et

{9

HUPAE SECURITY IEEM

ol call us at 814.725.4300

to find out how we can serve you.

www.northeastnurses.com

catholicmatch’

Pennsylvania

CatholicMatch.com/PA

Financial

Wfdge’[

widgetfinancial.com

Ls> 6850 Buffalo Rd.
* 814-315-4051
Harborcreek, PA

+Sales - PAInspections
* Notary - Detailing

ROBERT D. TAYLOR, SUPERVISOR

5151 BUFFALO RD. :
ERIE, PA 16510

Sé M

814-315-0911

. OLLINGER
PLUMBING, HEATING
£=" & AIRCONDITIONING

Residential ¢ Commercial
Quality Installations & Service

899-2809

Online Shopping
for Catholic
Gifts of Faith

=

www.parishstore.com

PNAILA‘BLEE ADVERTISE
S BUSINESS

Ball Pavilion
Short Term Rehab
Long Term Nursing Care

Contact Tim Weir to place an ad today!
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568
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“Your Computer
Professional”

M 898-8300

JDLCOMPUTERS.COM

YOUR

UPGRADETO A

Barnabas Court

Licensed Personal Care,

Village e
Residency & Independent

BN

5416 East Lake Road | Living.
Erie, PA' 16511 & =
814-899-8600 |Conrad House
www.brevillier.org | Independent Living li

3-D-4-3

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 e www.4lpi.com

Tad

Contact us for details - 800-477-4574

14-1199



