
November 3rd, 2019 - 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

MISSION STATEMENT 
We are a Eucharis�c, Catholic Chris�an Community of 

Communi�es formed by the Word of God and the teachings of the 

Church. We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to live the values of 

Jesus Christ in a prayerful, welcoming and nurturing environment.�

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil: 6:00 p.m.�

Sunday: 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.�

Weekday: 8:30 a.m.�

Holy Day of Obliga�on: 8:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.�

PARISH STAFF 
Msgr. Gerald T. Ritchie, Pastor�

Donna Clark, Pastoral Minister�

Irene Lucas,  Director of Lifelong Faith Forma�on�

Brandon Vogt,  Director of Liturgy & Music�

Ka�e Stephenson,  Administra�ve  Assistant�

Geri Hadlock, Youth Minister�

Kirk Mientkiewicz, Maintenance Coordinator�

Andrea Maille, Lifelong Faith Forma�on Secretary�

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Parish Office: 814�899�5342�

Office of Lifelong Faith Forma�on: 814�899�6132�

Fax: 814�898�3306�

Email: info@ourladyofmercychurch.org�

OUR LADY OF MERCY CHURCH 
837 Bartle. Road    •    Harborcreek, PA 16421    •    www.ourladyofmercychurch.org�

�

�



THE WEEK AHEAD 
For a complete calendar of events, please visit �

ourladyofmercychurch.org/calendar�

Mon.� 11/04�� 7:00 p.m.�� Death & Dying � � �

� � � � � � � � � Presenta�on�

Tue.� 11/05�� 9:15 a.m.�� Death & Dying � � �

� � � � � � � � � Presenta�on�

� � � � � 9:30 a.m.�� Steel Magnolias SCC�

� � � � � 1:30 p.m.�� Legion of Mary�

� � � � � 2:00 p.m.�� Prayer Shawl�

� � � � � 4:00 p.m.�� Religious Ed. Gr. 3�6�

� � � � � 5:30 p.m.�� Children’s Choir�

� � � � � 7:00 p.m.�� Pastoral Council�

� � � � � 7:30 p.m.�� AA�

Wed.� 11/06�� 1:00 p.m.�� Diamonds SCC�

� � � � � 5:30 p.m.�� Contempla�ve Prayer�

Thur.� 11/07�� 9:00 a.m.�� Pain�ng Class�

� � � � � 9:30 a.m.�� Po.er’s Clay SCC�

� � � � � 1:00 p.m.�� Contempla�ve Prayer�

� � � � � 6:00 p.m.�� Prayer Shawl�

� � � � � 6:45 p.m.�� Choir Rehearsal�

Fri.�� 11/08�� �

Sat.� 11/09�� 9:00 a.m.�� Morning of Reflec�on�

� � � � � 10:00 a.m.� AA�

� � � � � 4:30 p.m.�� Sacrament of Penance�

Sun.� 11/10�� Gr. 11 Rite of Presenta on�

� � � � � 9:30 a.m.�� Healing Ministry�

� � � � � 9:30 a.m.�� Religious Ed. Gr. K�2�

� � � � � 9:45 a.m.�� Sunday Morning CAFÉ�

� � � � � 11:00 a.m.� Gr. 10 Retreat�

� � � � � 12:00 p.m.� Religious Ed. Gr. 7 & 8�

� � � � � 12:15 p.m.� Gr. 11 Candidate /� �

� � � � � � � � � Sponsor Mee�ng�

� � � � � 2:00 p.m.�� Confirma�on Prac�ce �

� � � � � � � � � �St. Mark�

MASS INTENTIONS  
Mon.� 11/04�� 8:30 a.m.�� Lewis Peters�

� � � � � � � � �    (Carole Peters)�

Tue.� 11/05�� 8:30 a.m.�� Rod Haynes�

� � � � � � � � �    (Sue Haynes)�

Wed.� 11/06�� 8:30 a.m.�� �

Thur.� 11/07�� 8:30 a.m.�� Margaret Klick�

Fri.�� 11/08�� 8:30 a.m.�� James Boris�

� � � � � � � � �    (The Extein Family)�

Sat.� 11/09�� 8:30 a.m.�� George Medved�

� � � � � � � � �    (The Mollise Family)�

� � � � � 6:00 p.m.�� Charlene Eckendorf�

� � � � � � � � �    (Tom & Bonnie Eckendorf)�

Sun.� 11/10�� 8:30 a.m.�� For the People of OLM�

� � � � � 11:00 a.m.� Special Inten on for �

� � � � � � � � � Stephen Brainard�

� � � � � � � � �    (David & Shelia)�

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Mon.� 11/04�� Rom 11:29�36� � � / Lk 14:12�14�

Tue.� 11/05�� Rom 12:5�16b� � � / Lk 14:15�24� �

Wed.� 11/06�� Rom 13:8�10�� � � / Lk 14:25�33�

Thur.� 11/07�� Rom 14:7�12�� � � / Lk 15:1�10�

Fri.�� 11/08�� Rom 15:14�21 � � � / Lk 16:1�8�

Sat.� 11/09�� Ez 47:1�2, 8�9, 12 / 1Cor 3:9c�11, 16�17

� � � � � � � � � � � � / Jn 2:13�22�

Sun.� 11/10�� 2Mc 7:1�2, 9�14 � � / 2Thes 2:16�3:5

� � � � � � � � � � � � / Lk 20:27�38�
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FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
Offertory for the weekend of October 20, 2019�

� Envelopes sent:�� � � 392� �

� Envelopes returned:� � 112� $3,391.00�

� Faith Direct Deposits:� � 116� $2,948.08�

� Loose Change:� � � � � � $   166.00�

    � TOTAL OFFERTORY:�� � � � $6,505.08�

PRAYER LINE              
9:00 a.m.�4:00 p.m.� �

Call Donna Smicker at 899�9108�

4:00 p.m.�9:00 p.m.�

Call Gerri Extein at 899�6875�

The Hospital Visitor for the week is Donna Smicker. �

THIS SUNDAY’S REFLECTION 
L� 19:1�10�

� Zacchaeus was a chief tax collector, the ul�mate 

sinner according to the small�minded religious 

leaders. Yet this li.le man was a.racted to Jesus and 

was even willing to go out on a limb to see him. Jesus 

did not pass him by or regard him unworthy of his 

a.en�on. Jesus came to search out the sinner and 

save the lost. Though people were quick to judge 

Zacchaeus, he stood his ground. He was not the 

scoundrel they thought him to be. He gave to the 

poor and treated others fairly. If he cheated anyone, 

he made amends. Because of his honest es�ma�on of 

himself, salva�on came to Zacchaeus’s house that 

day, for this is what it means to be a person of faith.�

� Paul prayed constantly that the church would be 

made worthy at the coming of the Lord in judgment. 

He prayed that God would accept every good work 

performed with honest inten�on. The psalmist 

declares that the Lord is slow to anger and shows 

great kindness to the sinner. God loves every created 

thing, but more than that, God is compassionate 

toward all who repent.�

� For Reflec�on: Have I made an honest inventory of 

� my soul? Have I repented of an misdeeds?�
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Sunday Morning *C*A*F*E* 
The last Sunday Morning CAFÉ of 2019 will 

be Sunday, Nov. 10 at 9:45. Our presenter 

will be Fr. Ritchie. He will talk to us about 

how to approach the examina(on of our 

conscience as an adult. Enjoy fresh baked sweets, 

fresh brewed coffee and the opportunity to explore 

fresh ideas.�

Gr 10 Retreat 
Confirma(on candidates in their second 

year of prepara(on are reminded that 

they have their annual mandatory 

retreat on Sunday, Nov. 10.�

Candidate-Sponsor Meeting 
Candidates in their third year of prepara(on 

for the Sacrament of Confirma(on are 

reminded they have a mandatory mee(ng 

with their sponsor at noon on Nov. 10. All 3

rd

 year 

Confirma(on candidates must have chosen a sponsor 

by this date.�

Confirmation Practice 
Candidates preparing to celebrate the 

Sacrament of Confirma(on on Nov. 16 are 

reminded that they have mandatory 

prac(ce at 2:00 PM Nov. 10 at St. Mark the 

Evangelist Church. Your sponsor must be with you.�

Mailing Party 
Can you help us fold the newsle2er and 

stuff envelopes? We will be preparing the 

newsle2er for the mail on Monday, Nov. 11 

at 9:00 AM. Call Irene at 899�6132 or email 

ilucas @ourladyofmercychurch.org if you can lend a 

hand.�

First Eucharist Parent Meeting 
There will be a very important mee(ng for 

parents whose children are preparing for 

First Eucharist this spring.  The mee(ng will 

be held on Sunday, Nov. 17 from 9:45�10:45 

AM in Sperry Hall.�

Ladies Lunch 
On Tuesday, Nov. 19 at 1:00pm at the 

Freeport Restaurant join other women 

who live alone. We laugh and have fun 

and enjoy each other’s company. 

Ques(ons? Call Donna Clark. �

OLM Book Group 
Books might be the only thing that is not 

sold in pumpkin spice flavor, but the 

OLM Book Group s(ll enjoys devouring 

them. Join us 7:00 PM Nov. 20 at the 

home of Irene Lucas, 1019 Bartle2 Rd., 

to discuss The Ta2ooist of Auschwitz by Heather 

Morris. In December we will gather for a movie night 

on Dec. 11 to watch The Green Book. Want to read 

ahead? Our January (tle will be Of Human Bondage by 

W. Somerset Maugham.�

Veterans Raffle Sale 
Tickets for the Annual Veterans Quilt Raffle 

will be on sale in the Gathering Space on 

November 2 & 3. Proceeds from this raffle will 

benefit Opera(on Assis(ng Santa, who’s mission, in 

conjunc(on with the Erie Vets Hospital, is to insure 

that local Veterans and their families have Christmas 

giBs for their children.�

“Life is Changed, Not Ended” 
Reflec(ons on the theology of Chris(an death 

and dying, presented by our very own Brandon 

Vogt, will take place on Monday November 4 at 

7:00 p.m. and Tuesday November 5 at 9:00 a.m. 

in Mary’s Chapel. During the month of 

November, we remember those who have 

gone before us. Come and discover what the Church 

teaches about death and dying through prayer, song, 

scripture and the funeral rites. (the evening and 

morning session will cover the same topics; you need 

not a�end both)�

Contemplative Prayer Experience 
How does God speak to us? Some(mes 

we need to create a space of silence 

before we can hear the “s(ll small voice.” 

Each session will include a short 

instruc(on on various techniques that help us move 

into contempla(ve silence. The half hour sessions will 

be from 5:30pm to 6:00pm Nov 6. Stop in on your way 

home from work. Interested, but this (me does not 

work for you? Contact Donna Clark in the parish office 

or try the session on Thursday at 1pm (Nov 7). �

Widows’ dinner  
Friday November 8, 5:00pm at Harbor 

House on Buffalo Road. Would you like 

company for dinner? Come enjoy good 

conversa(on with new friends. Ques(ons? 

Contact Donna Clark in the parish office. �

Morning of Reflection 
Our Lady of Mercy is hos(ng a Morning of 

Reflec(on with Fr. Shane Mathew on 

Saturday, Nov. 9.  The event will run from 9:00 

AM to 12:30 PM followed by lunch.  “Come 

Away with Me � Jesus’ Invita(on to 

Spirituality, Prayer, and Community” is an opportunity 

to grow in our life of prayer.  Jesus said to them, ‘Come 

away by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a 

while’” (Mk. 6:31). This day of recollec(on will respond 

to Jesus’ invita(on to rest and to pray. We will explore 

how we might deepen our understanding of spirituality 

and prayer both as individuals and as parts of the 

Chris(an community. Father Shane Mathew is an 

instructor of theology at Gannon University and 

sacramental assistant for Our Lady of Peace and St. 

Jude Parishes. He was ordained a priest for the Diocese 

of Erie in 2005. Please RSVP so we can prepare by 

calling the parish at 899�5342 or emailing 

secretary@ourladyofmercychurch.org by Nov. 4. 
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Question-of-the-Week  
The winner of the Ques�on�of�the�Week 

Contest for the week of Oct. 21 was Gavin 

Galbreath, Gr. 3, who knew that we celebrate All 

Saints Day on Nov. 1.�

Sister Parish Committee  Selling Daffin’s Candy Bars 
The Sister Parish Commi�ee is selling 

Daffin’s candy bars to help with the 

cost of the delega�on this October.  Candy bars are $1.  

They are available in the Gathering Space.  Leave your 

money in the bucket.�

Tractor For Sale 
Our Building & Grounds is selling our 1969 

Farmall 140 Tractor. It runs well, has a 

mower deck, 3 PH; for $3,500. If 

interested please contact the Parish 

Office at 899�5342 or by email at 

secretary@ourladyofmercychurch.org.�

Mercyhurst Prep Open House 2019 
Sunday, November 3 from 12�3 p.m. at 538 

East Grandview Blvd. General sessions will 

be held at 1 p.m. and 2 p.m. Guest 

students are eligible to enter to win one of 

two Apple Airpods with charging case 

(student must be present to win. Be sure 

and visit our DREAM Lab and try zSpace, which 

combines Augmented Reality (AR) with Virtual Reality 

(VR). This interac�ve tool is helping to fundamentally 

change the educa�onal experience, especially in the 

areas of (STEAM) science, technology, engineering, art 

and math. MPS is the first high school in the area to 

acquire this technology. Eighth grade students who 

apply online at mpslakers.com/admissions on or 

before November 3, 2019, will become eligible to win 

one of five awards of a $1,000 tui�on vouchers to 

Mercyhurst Prep for their freshman year. The MPS 

applica�on deadline is November 8, for early decision. 

The MPS entrance exam is November 16. �

Coat and Toy Collection - One Weekend OLNY 
We are collec�ng coats, clothing 

and gently used toys for the 

Community Outreach Group on November 23 and 24. 

Items can be brought to the Gathering Space that 

weekend only. This will be the only collec�on �me. The 

annual clothing distribu�on party is on Saturday, 

December 7 at 10:00 a.m. located at 453 West 16th St, 

Erie PA 16502. Any items not distributed are given to 

other local organiza�ons and shelters for distribu�on 

to those in need. �If you have any ques�ons, you can 

call Tom Pearson at 814�450�7338.�

Hands of Mercy – The Hands that Serve 
Thank you for par�cipa�ng in our 

ministry recommitment and ministry 

sign up. If you signed up for a new 

ministry expect a call or email from the 

ministry coordinator soon. If you have not had a 

chance to verify your ministries please call the parish 

office 899�5342 or e�mail 

dclark@ourladyofmercychurch.org to let us know what 

ministries you will con�nue. �

A Special Thank You 
I thank those who sent me cards and 

giDs for my Birthday on October 

15th. It was so kind of you to 

remember me and I truly appreciated 

them. I send my best wishes and 

sincere regards. I miss being at Our Lady of Mercy each 

week and hope to return.�

Sincerely, Fr. Leo Gallina�

Ink Jet Fundraiser 
Please donate used black or color ink 

jet cartridges to the Religious 

Educa�on ministry.  Previously 

refilled  and remanufactured 

cartridges can not be redeemed, nor 

can laser toner cartridges. �

Domestic Violence Support 
Do you know someone who is living 

through domes�c violence?� You can 

help.� Call the Na�onal Domes�c 

Violence Hotline for resources and 

support 800�799�SAFE (7233) {TTY 

800�787�3224} or find help on line at thehotline.org. �

Cursillo! 
Are you looking to enhance your 

rela�onship with Christ? Maybe get to 

know Him on a more personal basis? Why 

not consider making a Cursillo! The next 

women’s Cursillo will be November 21�24, 

right here at OLM. We ask that you 

prayerfully consider a Cursillo Weekend, 

you'll be glad you did! For more informa�on call Tim or 

Norma Lynch at 899�2681.�

CHILD PROTECTION 
AND CREATING SAFE ENVIRONMENTS 

Homeless Youth and Protec3ng our Youth�

We consider our homes to be safe places for our 

children, but 1.7 million US youth experience 

homelessness every year. 50,000 youth sleep on the 

streets for six months or more each year. One of the 

main causes of youth homelessness is family 

instability, which includes child abuse and/or neglect, 

domes�c violence, parental substance abuse and 

family conflict. The website of the Na�onal Child 

Trauma�c Stress Network (www.ncmec.org) offers 

informa�on on a range of child safety topics. To see 

what the Diocese of Erie is doing to help maintain safe 

environments, visit h�ps://www.eriercd.org/

childprotec�on/�
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When: Sat. Nov. 9 @ 9:00AM-12:30PM 

Where: Our Lady of Mercy 

"Come Away with Me” 

Jesus’ Invitation to Spirituality, Prayer, & Community 

Jesus said to them, ‘Come away by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while’” (Mk. 6:31). This day of recollection 

will respond to Jesus’ invitation to rest and to pray. We will explore how we might deepen our understanding of 

spirituality and prayer both as individuals and as parts of the Christian community. 

Presented by Fr. T. Shane Mathew 

Father Shane Mathew is an instructor of theology at Gannon University and sacramental assistant for Our Lady of 

Peace and St. Jude Parishes. He was ordained a priest for the Diocese of Erie in 2005 and has ministered in parishes 

and schools in Punxsutawney, Sharon, Erie, and Oil City.�

Through your ministry at Our Lady of Mercy, you give so much to so many.  You are a light that leads others to know 

Christ more deeply.  It is important that your spirit is nourished and your faith renewed.  This day is our gift to you for 

the gift you are to us. 

The morning will conclude with lunch at 12:30. 

RSVP to the parish 899-5342 or secretary@ourladyofmercychurch.org by Nov. 4 

Join Us  
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LYNCH
Home Medical Supply

TIMOTHY P. LYNCH
Parishioner, Owner, Certified Orthotic Fitter

Lift Chairs & Scooters • Wound Care • Walkers
Wheelchairs • Commodes & Much More

4020 Main St. • Lawrence Park
899-3636

www.lynchmedical.com

6615 Buffalo Road
814-899-9005

www.diningverse.com/fiddleinn

William D. Elkin
Funeral Home

65 South Lake St. • North East
725-4511

Timothy P. Elkin, F.D.
William D. Elkin, F.D.

Pre-Arrangements Available

www.dusckas-taylorfuneralhome.com

 5151 Buffalo Rd.
 Erie, PA 16510

Robert D. Taylor, Supervisor
814-315-0911

“Your Computer 
Professional”

JDLCOMPUTERS.COM

new systems
used • repairs

“We service all brands”

898-8300
Jerry & Dee Law - Parishioners

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1199

HEISE REBUILDING
 Starters • Alternators • Electrical
Rewiring • Mechanical Repairs

 PA Inspections
899-8186

1291 Walbridge Rd. • Erie, PA 16511
heiserebuilding.com

~ Parishioner ~

Contact Tim Weir to place an ad today! 
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568

East
5001 Buffalo Road

Erie, PA 16510
899.5424

West
5341 West Lake Road

Erie, PA 16505
835.6960

Where There’s Always Something GROWING On!
Jim Skarzenski & Bob Rocky - Parishioners 

Valley Beer Company
Michael Hamman & Amber Belson
10655 West Main St • North East

814-725-4644

 OLLINGER
 PLUMBING, HEATING 
 & AIR CONDITIONING

Residential • Commercial
Quality Installations & Service

899-2809

THIS SPACE IS

4041 Buffalo Rd, Erie • 814-616-6352

Check Out
Our Daily Specials

online at:
ichibanichiban.com

"

PRICHARD
CHIROPRACTIC OFFICES

 6095 Buffalo Road 
 Harborcreek, PA
 899-1966

DR. LOREN J. PRICHARD
DR. SCOTT V. PRICHARD

5416 East Lake Road
Erie, PA 16511
814-899-8600

www.brevillier.org 

Ball Pavilion
Short Term Rehab
Long Term Nursing Care

Barnabas Court
Licensed Personal Care, 
Residency & Independent 
Living.

Conrad House
Independent Living

 call us at 814.725.4300
to find out how we can serve you.

www.northeastnurses.com

 6850 Buffalo Rd.
 814-315-4051
 Harborcreek, PA
     www.harborcreekautogallery.com

 • Sales • PA Inspections
 • Notary • Detailing

HEISE REBUILDING
Mechanical Repairs

 PA Inspections: 
Vehicle & Motorcycle
899-8186

1291 Walbridge Rd. • Erie, PA 16511
heiserebuilding.com

~ Parishioner ~
– No Job Too Small –

shalkhamelectric.com
814-873-2788

PA140374


