
September 1, 2019 –22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

MISSION STATEMENT 
We are a Eucharis�c, Catholic Chris�an Community of 

Communi�es formed by the Word of God and the teachings of the 

Church. We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to live the values of 

Jesus Christ in a prayerful, welcoming and nurturing environment.�

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil: 6:00 p.m.�

Sunday: 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.�

Weekday: 8:30 a.m.�

Holy Day of Obliga�on: 8:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.�

PARISH STAFF 
Msgr. Gerald T. Ritchie, Pastor�

Donna Clark, Pastoral Minister�

Irene Lucas,  Director of Lifelong Faith Forma�on�

Brandon Vogt,  Director of Liturgy & Music�

Ka�e Stephenson,  Administra�ve  Assistant�

Geri Hadlock, Youth Minister�

Kirk Mientkiewicz, Maintenance Coordinator�

Andrea Maille, Lifelong Faith Forma�on Secretary�

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Parish Office: 814�899�5342�

Office of Lifelong Faith Forma�on: 814�899�6132�

Fax: 814�898�3306�

Email: info@ourladyofmercychurch.org�

OUR LADY OF MERCY CHURCH 
837 Bartle. Road    •    Harborcreek, PA 16421    •    www.ourladyofmercychurch.org�

�

�



THE WEEK AHEAD 
For a complete calendar of events, please visit �

ourladyofmercychurch.org/calendar�

Mon.� 09/02�� Labor Day  � Parish Office Closed�

Tue.� 09/03�� 1:30 p.m.�� Legion of Mary�

� � � � � 2:00 p.m.�� Prayer Shawl�

� � � � � 4:00 p.m.�� Religious Ed. Gr. 3�6�

� � � � � 7:00 p.m.�� Pastoral Council�

� � � � � 7:30 p.m.�� AA�

Wed.� 09/04�� 1:00 p.m.�� Discussion Group�

� � � � � 6:00 p.m.�� Gr. 9 Parent/Candidate 

� � � � � � � � � Mee*ng�

Thur.� 09/05�� 9:00 a.m.�� Pain*ng Class�

� � � � � 6:00 p.m.�� Gr. 11 Parent/Candidate 

� � � � � � � � � Mee*ng�

� � � � � 6:00 p.m.�� Prayer Shawl�

Sat.� 09/07�� 10:00 a.m.� AA�

� � � � � 4:30 p.m.�� Sacrament of Penance�

Sun.� 09/08�� 9:30 a.m.�� Religious Ed. Gr. K�2�

� � � � � 12:00 p.m.� Religious Ed. Gr. 7&8�

� � � � � 12:15 p.m.� Gr. 7&8 Parent Mee*ng�

� � � � � 12:15 p.m.� Small Chris*an � � �

� � � � � � � � � Community Picnic�

� � � � � 1:00 p.m.�� Youth Ministry Mission 

� � � � � � � � � Trip Mee*ng�

MASS INTENTIONS  

Mon.� 09/02�� 9:00 a.m.�� David Ross�

� � � � � � � � �    (Family)�

Tue.� 09/03�� 8:30 a.m.�� Lewis Peters�

� � � � � � � � �    (Carole Peters)�

Wed.� 09/04�� 8:30 a.m.�� Millie Herrmann�

� � � � � � � � �    (Family)�

Thur.� 09/05�� 8:30 a.m.�� �

Fri.�� 09/06�� 8:30 a.m.�� Timothy Connolly�

Sat.� 09/07�� 8:30 a.m.�� �

� � � � � 6:00 p.m.�� Tom Rinke�

� � � � � � � � �    (Linda & Doug Poust)�

Sun.� 09/08�� 8:30 a.m.�� For the People of OLM�

� � � � � 11:00 a.m.� Don VanSlyke�

� � � � � � � � �    (Janet Smith)�

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Mon.� 09/02�� 1 Thes 4:13�18� � � / Lk 4:16�30�

Tue.� 09/03�� 1 Thes 5:1�6, 9�11� � / Lk 4:31�37� �

Wed.� 09/04�� Col 1:1�8� � � � � / Lk 4:38�44�

Thur.� 09/05�� Col 1:9�14� � � � / Lk 5:1�11�

Fri.�� 09/06�� Col 1:15�20� � � � / Lk 5:33�39�

Sat.� 09/07�� Col 1:21�23� � � � / Lk 6:1�5�

Sun.� 09/08�� Wis 9:13�18b�

� � � � � Phlm 9�10, 12�17� � / Lk 14:25�33 �
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FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
Offertory for the weekend of August 25, 2019�

� Envelopes sent:�� � � 392� �

� Envelopes returned:� � 110� $3,728.00�

� Faith Direct Deposits:� � 116� $2,923.68�

� Loose Change:� � � � � � $   201.00�

    � TOTAL OFFERTORY:�� � � � $6,852.68�

PRAYER LINE              

9:00 a.m.�4:00 p.m.� �

Call Donna Smicker at 899�9108�

4:00 p.m.�9:00 p.m.�

Call Gerri Extein at 899�6875�

The Hospital Visitor for the week is Donna Smicker. �

Just a reminder that the Parish Office will be closed 

Monday, September 2, �

in observance of the Labor Day holiday. �

Normal office hours of 9 a.m. � 3 p.m. will resume on 

Tuesday September 3rd.�

CARE FOR CREATION 
Pope Francis has declared September 1 to be the 

World Day of Prayer for the Care of Crea�on. Please 

join the global church in praying for Crea�on today. 

The following prayer is from the Pope’s encyclical 

on the Care of our Common Home, Laudato Sí. �

According to Pope Francis, “The annual World Day 

of prayer for the Care of Crea�on offers to 

individual believers and to the community a 

precious opportunity to renew our personal 

par�cipa�on in this voca�on as custodians of 

crea�on, raising to God our thanks for the 

marvellous works that He has entrusted to our care, 

invoking his help for the protec�on of crea�on and 

his mercy for the sins commi*ed against the world 

in which we live.”�

A Prayer for our Earth By Pope Francis* �

All�powerful God, you are present in the whole 

universe and in the smallest of your creatures. You 

embrace with your tenderness all that exists. Pour 

out upon us the power of your love, that we may 

protect life and beauty. Fill us with peace, that we 

may live as brothers and sisters, harming no one. O 

God of the poor, help us to rescue the abandoned 

and forgo*en of this earth, so precious in your eyes. 

Bring healing to our lives, that we may protect the 

world and not prey on it, that we may sow beauty, 

not pollu�on and destruc�on. Touch the hearts of 

those who look only for gain at the expense of the 

poor and the earth. Teach us to discover the worth 

of each thing, to be filled with awe and 

contempla�on, to recognize that we are profoundly 

united with every creature as we journey towards 

your infinite light. We thank you for being with us 

each day. Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle for 

jus�ce, love and peace.�
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Youth Ministry Fundraiser 
On September 7�8 there will be a 

youth ministry fundraiser. You will 

find a display of envelopes. �Please 

take an envelope and you will find 

something inside pertaining to youth ministry events 

we are involved in. Then put the amount that is on the 

envelope in it and put it in the collec�on basket that 

weekend or the next or turn into the office by 

September 15th. Thank you for your support 

of� Youth� Ministry. �

Widows Dinner 
Grief affects the whole self. The loss of a 

loved one affects how we view ourselves 

and how we relate to others and how 

others relate to us. It seems we no longer 

fit in with friends. As a widow, many find it 

difficult to eat alone. Join us for a monthly 

dinner Friday Sept 13, 5pm at Jonny B’s on 37 Vine St 

in North East.  
Autumn Scripture Study 
We are never too old to learn.  As the 

kids begin another school year, OLM will 

begin a new Scripture Study.  Join us for 

a 6 week study of The Acts of the 

Apostles beginning Monday, Sept. 16.  The study will 

be offered at  9:15 AM and at 7:00 PM.  All are 

welcome.  Your only text will be the Bible.  �

OLM Book Group�

Back to school means that the kids are 

beginning to crack open those books.   

The OLM Book Group will be cracking 

open some great books as well.  Join us 

7:00 PM Sept. 18 at the home of Kay 

Kaeberlein, 190 Kraus Dr.,  to discuss Where the 

Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens.  For those who want to 

read ahead, our October �tle will be The Book Woman 

of Troublesome Creek by Kim Michele Richardson.�

Parish Wine & Beer Social 
Bring your favorite wine or beer and 

an appe�zer to share and enjoy an 

evening of fellowship with your OLM 

family at 7:00 PM on Friday, Sept. 20.  This is a great 

opportunity to meet new parish members and 

reconnect with those you have not seen in a while.�

Erie Reuse Fest 
Clean out the garage…the basement…

the overflowing closets throughout the 

house because a regional large�scale 

collec�on of materials to be REUSED 

by local nonprofits will take place on 

Saturday, September 7, in Erie. PRC’s “ReuseFest” will 

take place from 10 a.m. � 2 p.m. in the parking lot of 

UPMC Health Plan, 380 E. Bayfront Pkwy., Erie.  �

Interested in Glass Recycling?  
Check out www.bayfrontglass.com �

Religious Education 
Religious educa�on classes begin on Tuesday, Sept. 3.�

Religious Education Registration 
If you were not able to register your child on 

registra�on weekend, please stop by the Office of 

Lifelong Faith Forma�on to sign the paper work.  All 

new and returning children, including high school 

seniors preparing to celebrate Confirma�on in 

November, need to be registered.�

Religious Education Volunteers Needed 
We need a few more people to assist with the 

religious educa�on ministry this year:�

� •A Junior High catechist � Sunday noon to 1:15�

� •An Office Aid � Sunday 9:15�10:45�

� •Subs�tute Catechists � All Levels�

If you are able to volunteer or would like more 

informa�on, contact Irene Lucas at 899�6132 or 

ilucas@ourladyofmercychurch.org�

Religious Education Parent Meetings: 
Gr. 9 Parent/Candidate Mee�ng � Sept. 4 at 6:00�

Gr. 11 Parent/Candidate Mee�ng � Sept. 5 at 6:00�

Gr. 7& 8 Parent Mee�ng � Sept. 8 at 12:15�

Gr K�2 Family Event � Sept. 8 at 9:30�

Sister Parish Trip to Mexico�
We have postponed the 

purchasing of our airline �ckets 

for our trip to visit our sister 

parish Oct. 30�Nov.6, so there is 

s�ll �me to join our group.� Space 

and �me is limited, so if you are interested, contact 

Irene as soon as possible.�

Sister Parish School Supply Collection 
The Sister Parish CommiKee is also 

collec�ng school supplies to bring to 

Peto: pencils, pens, erasers, pencil 

sharpeners, rulers.  We can not take 

notebooks, paper, or crayons.  Our 

supply list is limited to small, light�

weight items that we can carry down and that won’t 

melt in the heat.  School supply dona�ons can be 

placed in the basket under the candy bar table.�

Sister Parish Committee  Selling Daffin’s Candy Bars 
The Sister Parish CommiKee is 

selling Daffin’s candy bars to help 

with the cost of the delega�on 

this October.  Candy bars are $1.  

They are available in the 

Gathering Space.  Leave your money in the bucket.�
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Our Communities Are Growing Again! 
We are forming at least one new 

Small Chris�an Community this fall!  

Are you interested in joining a 

community?  Have you been in a 

community but are looking for a 

change?  Are you just curious about our parish 

communi�es and would like to learn more?  Join us at 

noon on Sunday September 8 in the picnic pavilion.  

Enjoy a grilled hot dog, find answers to your ques�ons, 

and help us kick�start a few new communi�es this fall.  

Bring a dish to share, or just come and join us.  See you 

there! Interested but can’t make it?  Call Ka�e in the 

office 899�5342 or Dave 602�4622�

CROP Walk 
OLM will be par�cipa�ng in the 

CROP Walk Sept. 15 at 2:00 at 

Presque Isle.  Walker pledge 

envelopes will be available in the 

Gathering Space the weekends of Sept. 1 & 8.  If you 

can’t walk but would like to sponsor our team, you can 

make a dona�on at the CROP Walk table in the 

Gathering Space.  Pledge envelopes will also be 

available in the Faith Forma�on Office during the 

week.  If you have any ques�ons, talk to Susan Payne 

or Irene Lucas.�

CROP Walk Team Support—Online�

You can also make a dona�on on line. To Give online 

to the Crop Walk for Ella Cochran Food Pantry go to: 

h ps://www.crophungerwalk.org/eriepa select donate, 

then choose the “Walker” Ella Cochran. The Crop Walk 

for Erie County distributes the money to over 20 local 

agencies and part of the proceeds go to help feeding 

the hungry around the world. �

Cards for homebound ministry 
The homebound ministry sends cards 

seasonally to parishioners who cannot 

get out to church. They are looking for 

cards for the Thanksgiving season, St. 

Patrick’s Day, Valen�nes Day and 

appropriate Mother’s or Father’s Day. You can help by 

bringing in cards or helping to design the cards for 

prin�ng. Contact Donna Clark.  
THE GROOVE IS BAAAAACK 

The Knights of Columbus is again 

sponsoring a dance with the GROOVE on 

Friday Oct. 4. in conjunc�on with the OLM 

Feast Day the prior week. The band "The 

Groove" Erie's most popular band will be 

providing the entertainment from 7 to 11 

in the gym. Complimentary beer and setups will be 

provided. Tickets will go on sale in the Gathering Space 

a?er all the Masses beginning on August 24 and for 

the next four weekends. Tickets will also be available 

for purchase during the week in the parish office from 

9 a.m. �ll 3 p.m. Ticket price is $15. This dance has 

been a sell out for the past 2 years so get your �ckets as 

soon as possible, capacity is limited.�

SOCIAL JUSTICE 
Below is a quote from scripture and a 

quote from representa�ves of the U.S. 

Council of Catholic Bishops to guide 

you as you consider the ques�on of 

immigra�on.�

“Thus says the LORD of hosts: Judge with true jus�ce, 

and show kindness and compassion toward each 

other.� Do not oppress the widow or the orphan, the 

resident alien or the poor; do not plot evil against one 

another in your hearts.” � Zechariah 7: 9�10��

“The Church believes that people have the right to 

find opportuni�es in their home countries and that 

they have the right to migrate when condi�ons in 

their country of origin preclude them from providing 

for the safety and wellbeing of their families.”� From 

le.er to Congress dated June 24, 2019.��

Thank you,�

The Social Concerns CommiGee�

September 

Birthdays 

Sept 5� � Zach Olson� � � � 1�

Sept 7� � Kayla Kohut� � � � 14�

Sept 8� � Georgia Weber�� � 14�

Sept 9� � Logan Garrans� � � 6�

Sept 10�� Aiden Ollinger� � � 12�

Sept 11�� Louis Morgan� � � 4�

Sept 11�� Riley Whitney� � � 10�

Sept 12�� Ryder Daniels� � � 10�

Sept 12�� Sadie Lander� � � 11�

Sept 14�� Mikayla Habursky�� 17�

Sept 14�� Annie Sarvis�� � � 15�

Sept 17�� Anthony Allegre*o� 12�

Sept 21�� Amiya Sacco�� � � 17�

Sept 22�� Clara Camillo� � � 11�

Sept 27�� Montgomery Varo� 13�

Sept 27�� Lillian Zielinski� � � 11�

Sept 28�� Cole Maloney� � � 2�
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LYNCH
Home Medical Supply

TIMOTHY P. LYNCH
Parishioner, Owner, Certified Orthotic Fitter

Lift Chairs & Scooters • Wound Care • Walkers
Wheelchairs • Commodes & Much More

4020 Main St. • Lawrence Park
899-3636

www.lynchmedical.com

6615 Buffalo Road
814-899-9005

www.diningverse.com/fiddleinn

William D. Elkin
Funeral Home

65 South Lake St. • North East
725-4511

Timothy P. Elkin, F.D.
William D. Elkin, F.D.

Pre-Arrangements Available

www.dusckas-taylorfuneralhome.com

 5151 Buffalo Rd.
 Erie, PA 16510

Robert D. Taylor, Supervisor
814-315-0911

“Your Computer 
Professional”

JDLCOMPUTERS.COM

new systems
used • repairs

“We service all brands”

898-8300
Jerry & Dee Law - Parishioners

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1199

HEISE REBUILDING
 Starters • Alternators • Electrical
Rewiring • Mechanical Repairs

 PA Inspections
899-8186

1291 Walbridge Rd. • Erie, PA 16511
heiserebuilding.com

~ Parishioner ~

Contact Tim Weir to place an ad today! 
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568

East
5001 Buffalo Road

Erie, PA 16510
899.5424

West
5341 West Lake Road

Erie, PA 16505
835.6960

Where There’s Always Something GROWING On!
Jim Skarzenski & Bob Rocky - Parishioners 

Foster’s
Rose of Sharon

Floral & Gift Shop

2703 Buffalo Rd • 814-899-5071

Savings of Up To 25% 
On Any Silk Items

725-4505
www.bowersfuneralhome.com

92 South Lake Street
North East, PA 16428

Valley Beer Company
Michael Hamman & Amber Belson
10655 West Main St • North East

814-725-4644

 OLLINGER
 PLUMBING, HEATING 
 & AIR CONDITIONING

Residential • Commercial
Quality Installations & Service

899-2809

Nicholas L. Heise Carpentry
 Interior/Exterior: Rough & Finish
 Furniture Restoration
 Windows & Doors
 Remodeling
 Decks
 Tile

www.nicholasheisecarpentry.com
814-392-65174041 Buffalo Rd, Erie • 814-616-6352

Check Out
Our Daily Specials

online at:
ichibanichiban.com

"

PRICHARD
CHIROPRACTIC OFFICES

 6095 Buffalo Road 
 Harborcreek, PA
 899-1966

DR. LOREN J. PRICHARD
DR. SCOTT V. PRICHARD

5416 East Lake Road
Erie, PA 16511
814-899-8600

www.brevillier.org 

Ball Pavilion
Short Term Rehab
Long Term Nursing Care

Barnabas Court
Licensed Personal Care, 
Residency & Independent 
Living.

Conrad House
Independent Living

 call us at 814.725.4300
to find out how we can serve you.

www.northeastnurses.com

 6850 Buffalo Rd.
 814-315-4051
 Harborcreek, PA
     www.harborcreekautogallery.com

 • Sales • PA Inspections
 • Notary • Detailing


