
June 23, 2019 -The Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ 

MISSION STATEMENT 
We are a Eucharis�c, Catholic Chris�an Community of 

Communi�es formed by the Word of God and the teachings of the 

Church. We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to live the values of 

Jesus Christ in a prayerful, welcoming and nurturing environment.�

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil: 6:00 p.m.�

Sunday: 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.�

Weekday: 8:30 a.m.�

Holy Day of Obliga�on: 8:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.�

PARISH STAFF 
Msgr. Gerald T. Ritchie, Pastor�

Donna Clark, Pastoral Minister�

Irene Lucas,  Director of Lifelong Faith Forma�on�

Brandon Vogt,  Director of Liturgy & Music�

Ka�e Stephenson,  Administra�ve  Assistant�

Geri Hadlock, Youth Minister�

Kirk Mientkiewicz, Maintenance Coordinator�

Andrea Maille, Lifelong Faith Forma�on Secretary�

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Parish Office: 814�899�5342�

Office of Lifelong Faith Forma�on: 814�899�6132�

Fax: 814�898�3306�

Email: info@ourladyofmercychurch.org�

OUR LADY OF MERCY CHURCH 
837 Bartle. Road    •    Harborcreek, PA 16421    •    www.ourladyofmercychurch.org�

�

�



THE WEEK AHEAD 
For a complete calendar of events, please visit �

ourladyofmercychurch.org/calendar�

Mon.� 06/24�� 3:00 p.m.�� Social Jus�ce Commi�ee�

� � � � � 6:30 p.m.�� Fruit of the Vine SCC�

Tue.� 06/25�� 9:00 a.m.�� Catching Fire; Becoming 

� � � � � � � � � Flame�

� � � � � 1:30 p.m.�� Legion of Mary�

� � � � � 7:30 p.m.�� AA�

Wed.� 06/26�� �

Thur.� 06/27�� �

Fri.�� 06/28�� 7:00 p.m.�� Young Adult Eucharis�c 

� � � � � � � � � Adora�on�

Sat.� 06/29�� 10:00 a.m.� AA�

� � � � � 4:30 p.m.�� Sacrament of Penance�

Sun.� 06/30�� �

MASS INTENTIONS  
Mon.� 06/24�� 8:30 a.m.�� Eileen Cunningham�

Tue.� 06/25�� 8:30 a.m.�� Dorothy Covely�

Wed.� 06/26�� 8:30 a.m.�� Emma Royer�

� � � � � � � � �    (Geri & Butch Extein)�

Thur.� 06/27�� 8:30 a.m.�� Bill Maille�

� � � � � � � � �    (Ross Peters)�

Fri.�� 06/28�� 8:30 a.m.�� Rod Haynes�

� � � � � � � � �    (Sue Haynes)�

Sat.� 06/29�� 8:30 a.m.�� �

� � � � � 6:00 p.m.�� Raymond Osiecki�

� � � � � � � � �    (Mary Lou & Family)�

Sun.� 06/30�� 8:30 a.m.�� For the People of OLM�

� � � � � 11:00 a.m.� Deceased members of �

� � � � � � � � � the Spiegel Family�

� � � � � � � � �    (Spiegel Family)�

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Mon.� 06/24�� Is 49:1�6 / Acts 13:22�26 �

� � � � � � � � � � / Luke 1:57�66, 80�

Tue.� 06/25�� Gn 13:2, 5�18� / Ma�hew 7:6, 12�14�

Wed.� 06/26�� Gn 15:1�12, 17�18� / Ma�hew 7:15�20�

Thur.� 06/27�� Gn 16:1�12, 15�16� / Ma�hew 7:21�29�

Fri.�� 06/28�� Ez 34:11�16 / Rom 5:5�11 �

� � � � � � � � � � / Luke 15:3�7� �

Sat.� 06/29�� Acts 12:1�11 / 2 Tm 4:6�8, 17�18�� �

� � � � � � � � � � / Ma�hew 16:13�19�

Sun.� 06/30�� 1 Kgs 19:16b, 19�21 / Gal 5:1, 13�18 �

� � � � � � � � � � / Luke 9:11b�17�
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FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
Offertory for the weekend of June 16, 2019�

� Envelopes sent:�� � � 392� �

� Envelopes returned:� � 107� $3,162.43�

� Faith Direct Deposits:� � 113� $2,897.45�

� Loose Change:� � � � � � $   149.00�

    � TOTAL OFFERTORY:�� � � � $6,208.88� PRAYER LINE              
9:00 a.m.�4:00 p.m.� �

Call Donna Smicker at 899�9108�

4:00 p.m.�9:00 p.m.�

Call Gerri Extein at 899�6875�

The Hospital Visitor for the week is Donna Smicker. �

THIS SUNDAY’S REFLECTION 
Luke 9:11b�17�

� Our human hunger and thirst underline our 

spiritual hunger and thirst to be in communion with 

God. When we take the bread in our hands and the 

cup to our lips, it is not a memory but a living contact 

with Jesus Christ in faith and love. "Do this in 

remembrance of me," he commands to us. We "do 

this" not only when we break the bread and pour the 

wine but when we share our love with others. When 

we "do this," we have the assurance of our 

par�cipa�on in God´s reign.�

� When we refuse to share what we have received 

with the hungry and thirsty, the body is divided, and 

communion is not possible. "Why don´t you feed 

them?" Jesus asks. We claim to have nothing, when in 

reality our hands are full. What we receive from the 

Lord we must hand on to others; then our offerings 

will be blessed and mul�plied. At the table of the 

Lord, there is more than enough for all.�

� For Reflec�on: Do I recognize the Body and Blood 

of Christ in the sacrament? Do I also recognize his 

Body and Blood in my neighbor?�

Pastoral Council Report 
In keeping with the Pastoral Council´s welcoming and 

belonging objec�ve as reported in the April 21 

bulle�n these three goals were proposed:�

� 1.Iden�fy and reach out to welcome poten�al and 

�    �    new parishioners.�

� 2.To create a seamless transi�on of leadership for 

�    �    ministries or ac�vi�es.�

� 3.To foster a sense of belonging in our youth, �

� �    star�ng in the 4

th

 Grade, to live their faith �

� �    through engagement and ac�ve par�cipa�on 

� �    at Our Lady of Mercy.�

Please pray for the six nominees who are discerning 

their call to Pastoral Council. �

If you have any ques�ons please talk to one of the 

current council members: Todd Beckes, Maureen 

Brainard, Marge LeFaiver, Bill Matrogran, Nathan 

Matusiak, David Seyboldt, Mary Beth Smith, Ka�e 

Stephenson and Dan Szczesny.�
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Catching Fire – Becoming Flame 
Our summer adult faith series has 

begun! But it is not too late to join us.  

Our third gathering is this Tuesday, 

June 25 and will con�nue Tuesday mornings at 9:00 in 

the Conference Room July 9, 16, 30.  There is no cost 

and no need to register.  This series will offer 

par�cipants the tools to catch the spark of the Holy 

Spirit and to fan that spark into a living flame.  Using 

video teachings and facilitated discussion, this 6 week 

series will draw on the insights of the saints.  An 

evening op�on can be held if there is interest.  If you 

would like to a*end this series if it were offered in the 

evening, please call Irene at 899�6132.�

Women’s Luncheon  
Women´s Luncheon July 1 at 1pm. Meet 

at Creeks on East Lake Road. This is a 

gathering of women who live alone who 

desire good conversa�on and good 

laughs with others. Ques�ons? Contact 

Donna Clark in the parish office. �

Attention Book Lovers… 
The Book Sale will be July 11�July 14. 

We are collec�ng books, CD´s, DVD´s 

and puzzles (please no magazines or 

VHS tapes); they can be dropped off in classroom 3. 

Anyone who would like to volunteer sor�ng and 

working the Book Sale � contact Jan Brown at 899�

8974 or 790�3115.�

For Mercy Sake Deadline 
The deadline for items to be 

submi*ed for our August issue of the 

parish newsle*er is Sunday, July 14.  

Please email submissions to ilucas@ 

ourladyofmercychurch.org.�

OLM Book Group 
Summer is here! It is �me for long days 

in the sun, perfect for reading.  The 

OLM Book Group invites you to share 

your reading adventures with a great 

group of women over a glass of wine and terrific talk. 

Join us July 17 to discuss A Fall of Marigolds by Susan 

Meissner.�

OLM Bike Club 
This group of parishioners enjoys casual 

biking 2 days a week. Usually Saturday 

mornings in Harborcreek and a weekday 

evening on the Peninsula. The distance 

varies according to each person´s ability 

and the speed is generally 8 to 10 miles 

an hour. If you like to bike and want to make some 

new friends join us. To get on the e mail list or for any 

ques�ons contact Phil Legler 814�504�1048� or 

legler.phil@ gmail.com�

SUMMER FUN FOR 

THE FAMILY 

Vacation Bible School 
Vaca�on Bible School will make a comeback at OLM 

this summer, July 22�26.  Registra�on fliers will be 

going home with children on the final class of religious 

educa�on.  You will also find it in the May issue of For 

Mercy Sake and on the parish website.  We will also 

need lots of help from teen and adult volunteers.  If 

you want to help make this year´s VBS a success, 

please call Irene Lucas @  899�6132 or email ilucas@ 

ourladyofmercychurch.org.  Adult volunteers will need 

criminal and child abuse clearances, so volunteer early 

enough to get your clearances. Our next planning 

mee�ng is July 8 at 5:30.  All interested volunteers are 

welcome to join us. �

Parking Lot Dance 
Save the date for our 4

th

 annual Parking Lot Dance, 

Friday, August 2 at 7:00 PM. We are shiGing the date to 

a Friday evening this year to see if it is a be*er fit for 

people´s schedules.  The dance is FREE! It is open to 

everyone, parish member and guest, young and old 

and everything in between.�

THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW 
Question Box 

Have ques�ons about the faith?  Place your ques�ons 

in the box on the table between the Parish Office and 

the Sperry Hall doors.  These ques�ons will be 

answered by Fr. Ritchie in the summer issue of For 

Mercy Sake.  You can also submit ques�ons through 

the parish website.�

Children’s Worship Bulletins 
Keep the children engaged with their stories of faith 

over the summer.  Grab the 4�page hand�out of 

ac�vi�es based on the Sunday readings each week.  

They can be found on the bulle�n tables near the 

doors of the church.  Children´s Liturgy of the Word 

will con�nue through the summer at the 11:00 Mass.�

Traveling for the Summer?�
Please prayerfully�consider suppor�ng�Our Lady of 

Mercy with electronic dona�ons through�Faith Direct. 

You can sign up online at�www.faithdirect.net�using 

our church code�PA647�or�through our parish website.�

When should young adults join the parish apart from their parents?  
Generally young adults would stay registered under 

their parents while they are in school. When young 

adults move away from home aGer school, they would 

join the local parish where they a*end Mass. If young 

adults are s�ll at home then we encourage them to 

register in the parish on their own.� �
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Ministry in the Parish�

Most people do not encounter our 

Bereavement Ministry un�l they 

have a funeral. The Bereavement 

ministry provides comfort and support to the grieving 

family members by assis�ng with the planning process 

and ac�ng as greeters, ushers, and other liturgical 

ministers as needed for a Funeral Mass. Currently the 

Bereavement Ministry is in need of more people. 

Contact Tom Eckendorf at 814�824�9660 (corrected 

phone number) or tomandbon6@ gmail.com.  Also see 

the brochure in the ministry display case.�

Would You Like to Join the Catholic Family? 
Do you know someone who has been 

considering the possibility of joining the 

Catholic faith?  Maybe you or your spouse 

has watched the other members of the 

family receive Communion and have felt that pull.  

Now is the perfect �me to begin the conversa�on.  To 

learn more, contact Irene at 899�6132 or 

ilucas@ourladyofmercychurch.org.�

Planning a Visit to Peto, Mexico 
The Sister Parish Commi'ee is planning 

a visit to our sister parish in Peto, 

Mexico.  We will be traveling from Oct. 30�Nov. 6.  

Although the size of our delega�on is limited due to 

housing and transporta�on on the ground in Mexico, 

we can add a few more parish members to our group.  

If you are interested, contact Irene Lucas at 899�6132 

or ilucas@ ourladyofmercychurch.org.  We would also 

like to take some gi-s from our parish.  If you have an 

idea for a hand�cra-ed gi-, please contact Irene.�

Festival Update…. 
Signups have been posted. If you are interested in 

volunteering for the BBQ Pit, the kitchen, Carryout, 

dinner �cket sales, or for money coun�ng, please 

contact the coordinators at the numbers listed on the 

sign�up boards.� All other volunteer requirements 

have been posted! Thanks for volunteering. ~ Many 

hands make light work! Please feel free to drop off 

Children´s area prizes, gently used stuffed animals, 

Basket Raffle items, and baskets to Classroom 5 in the 

parish. For those interested in leadership, we are 

seeking individuals to coordinate the following:�

� •Children´s area,�

� •Fes�val Setup�

� •Fes�val Cleanup�

� •Instant Bingo�

� •Fes�val Coordinator in 2020. �

Please contact Jayne Suess at 972.333.3987 if you are 

interested or if you have any ques�ons or sugges�ons 

for the Fes�val.�

Festival Basket Raffle 
We are collec�ng baskets, items, 

and completed baskets for our 

adult raffle and children´s raffle. 

Please feel free to drop off items 

in Classroom 5. Also if you are interested in helping 

put the baskets together, we will be pu;ng baskets 

together on Saturday, July 6, at 9:00 am, Wednesday, 

July 10

th

 at 7:00 pm, and Saturday, July 13

th

 at 10:00 

(a0er Chicken Run). If you have any ques�ons, please 

contact Bunny Weber at 814�602�8700.�

Festival Bake Sale Needs Your Help! 
Of course we want our summer fes�val to be the best 

ever! Last year we didn´t get much to sell at our bake 

sale and customers went away sad. �So this year we 

are pu;ng out the plea early. �We will take any 

goodies you are willing to make. You can bring items 

individually wrapped or in bulk and we will divide 

them up for sale. �If you have any ques�ons or wish 

to commit to bringing something specific, �please 

email kayfredkaeb@ gmail.com or hath123@ 

verizon.net. �Together we can make this year´s 

fes�val the best one yet. �Fran Hathaway and Kay 

Kaeberlein�

Festival Help Needed! 
Do you want to learn to make coleslaw sauce for the 

Fes�val? We are looking to train someone new this 

year to take over sauce du�es next year. If interested, 

please call Barb Palisin at (814)899�9268.�

CHICKEN RUN 

INFO 

5k Chicken Run - Walk & Chicken Little Run 
Winer Winner Chicken Dinner! OLM´s Annual Chicken 

Run and Chicken Li'le Run will take place on 

Saturday July 13th with a 9 a.m. start 6me. Cost is $15 

for the 5K Run/Walk or 1 mile Fun Walk when pre�

registered or $20 on the day of the race. A t�shirt is 

guaranteed if you are registered by June 30th and 

winners of the 5K receive a coupon for a free chicken 

dinner at the OLM Fes�val on Sunday July 14th. Don´t 

forget about our Free Chicken Li'le Run for kids 10 

and under! If you have any ques�ons, please contact 

Peggy Jacquel at 814�725�9869 or at piggywiggy59@ 

yahoo.com. Informa�on and applica�ons are available 

at the Church or online at ourladyofmercychurch.org 

or erierunners.club.�

Chicken Little Manager Needed! 
WANTED!CHICKEN LITTLE RUN MANAGER for July 13, 

2019. Must be able to organize and herd "chicks", 

children ages 10 and under, during an obstacle 

course run. Contact Peggy Jacquel, if you are 

interested or have ques�ons. 725�9869�



�

FRIDAY, AUGUST 2, 2019 

7PM—10 PM 

DUTTON ROAD PARKING LOT BY PICNIC PAVILLION 

An event for the whole family. Come, relax, listen to music, spend time with 

family and friends, play some games�..JOIN US!!!! 

OLM - OUR LADY OF MERCY CHURCH 

837 Bartle� (Bartle� & Du�on Roads)�

BBQ CHICKEN 

DINNER 

&�

SUMMER   �

FESTIVAL�

Sunday JULY 14

TH

 

Dine in our air condi
oned Sperry Hall or�

Carry Out from the air condi
oned Gathering Space�

Dinner starts at 12:00 

 

�

    $10 for adults,    $5 ages 6�12,    5 and under free�

Chinese Auction – Bake Sale – Bingo – Children’s Area – Pony Rides – Raffles: $1000 

Grand Prize, Quilt, 55” TV,50/50, iPad, and more! �



LYNCH
Home Medical Supply

TIMOTHY P. LYNCH
Parishioner, Owner, Certified Orthotic Fitter

Lift Chairs & Scooters • Wound Care • Walkers
Wheelchairs • Commodes & Much More

4020 Main St. • Lawrence Park
899-3636

www.lynchmedical.com

6615 Buffalo Road
814-899-9005

www.diningverse.com/fiddleinn

William D. Elkin
Funeral Home

65 South Lake St. • North East
725-4511

Timothy P. Elkin, F.D.
William D. Elkin, F.D.

Pre-Arrangements Available

www.dusckas-taylorfuneralhome.com

 5151 Buffalo Rd.
 Erie, PA 16510

Robert D. Taylor, Supervisor
814-315-0911

“Your Computer 
Professional”

JDLCOMPUTERS.COM

new systems
used • repairs

“We service all brands”

898-8300
Jerry & Dee Law - Parishioners

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1199

HEISE REBUILDING
 Starters • Alternators • Electrical
Rewiring • Mechanical Repairs

 PA Inspections
899-8186

1291 Walbridge Rd. • Erie, PA 16511
heiserebuilding.com

~ Parishioner ~

Contact Tim Weir to place an ad today! 
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568

East
5001 Buffalo Road

Erie, PA 16510
899.5424

West
5341 West Lake Road

Erie, PA 16505
835.6960

Where There’s Always Something GROWING On!
Jim Skarzenski & Bob Rocky - Parishioners 

Foster’s
Rose of Sharon

Floral & Gift Shop

2703 Buffalo Rd • 814-899-5071

Savings of Up To 25% 
On Any Silk Items

725-4505
www.bowersfuneralhome.com

92 South Lake Street
North East, PA 16428

Valley Beer Company
Michael Hamman & Amber Belson
10655 West Main St • North East

814-725-4644

 OLLINGER
 PLUMBING, HEATING 
 & AIR CONDITIONING

Residential • Commercial
Quality Installations & Service

899-2809

Nicholas L. Heise Carpentry
 Interior/Exterior: Rough & Finish
 Furniture Restoration
 Windows & Doors
 Remodeling
 Decks
 Tile

www.nicholasheisecarpentry.com
814-392-65174041 Buffalo Rd, Erie • 814-616-6352

Check Out
Our Daily Specials

online at:
ichibanichiban.com

"

PRICHARD
CHIROPRACTIC OFFICES

 6095 Buffalo Road 
 Harborcreek, PA
 899-1966

DR. LOREN J. PRICHARD
DR. SCOTT V. PRICHARD

5416 East Lake Road
Erie, PA 16511
814-899-8600

www.brevillier.org 

Ball Pavilion
Short Term Rehab
Long Term Nursing Care

Barnabas Court
Licensed Personal Care, 
Residency & Independent 
Living.

Conrad House
Independent Living

 call us at 814.725.4300
to find out how we can serve you.

www.northeastnurses.com

 6850 Buffalo Rd.
 814-315-4051
 Harborcreek, PA
     www.harborcreekautogallery.com

 • Sales • PA Inspections
 • Notary • Detailing


