OUR LADY OF MERCY CHURCH

837 Bartlett Road e Harborcreek, PA 16421 e www.ourladyofmercychurch.org

MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil: 6:00 p.m.

Sunday: 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

Weekday: 8:30 a.m.

Holy Day of Obligation: 8:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

PARISH STAFF
Msgr. Gerald T. Ritchie, Pastor

Donna Clark, Pastoral Minister

Irene Lucas, Director of Lifelong Faith Formation
Brandon Vogt, Director of Liturgy & Music
Marsha MacKinnon McKinley, Admin. Assistant
Geri Hadlock, Youth Minister

Kirk Mientkiewicz, Maintenance Coordinator

Andrea Maille, Lifelong Faith Formation Secretary

CONTACT INFORMATION

Parish Office: 814-899-5342
Office of Lifelong Faith Formation: 814-899-6132
Fax: 814-898-3306

Email: info@ourladyofmercychurch.org

- Blessed is he who comes in t "
; -Mk 11:9 '
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1996, 1970 CCD. l’ . —Iﬂj&

MISSION STATEMENT

We are a Eucharistic, Catholic Christian Community of Communities
formed by the Word of God and the teachings of the Church.
We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to live the values of Jesus Christ

in a prayerful, welcoming and nurturing environment.



Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord—March 25, 2018
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THE WEEK AHEAD

For a complete calendar of events, please visit
ourladyofmercychurch.org/calendar
Mon.03/26 6:30 p.m. Fruit of the Vine (SCC)
6:30 p.m. Isaiah’s Community (SCC)
7:00 p.m. Parish Seder Meal
Tue. 03/27 9:30 a.m. Steel Magnolias (SCC)
2:00 p.m. Prayer Shawl
4:00 p.m. Rel Ed Gr 3-6
5:30 p.m. Children Choir Rehearsal
Wed.03/28 1:00 p.m. Diamonds in the Rough (SCC)
7:00 p.m. Pilgrimage Through the
Symbols of Holy week
Thur.03/29 Holy Thursday
7:00 p.m. Mass of the Lord’s Supper
9:00 p.m. Night Prayer
Fri. 03/30 Good Friday

Parish Office Closed

9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer

1:00 p.m. Outdoor Stations of the Cross

3:00 p.m. Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion
Sat. 03/31 Holy Saturday

9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer

11:30a.m. Blessing of Easter Foods
9:00 p.m. The Great Easter Vigil
Sun. 04/01 Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord
Casserole Club Drop Off
Monthly Food Pantry Collection
8:30 a.m. Easter Sunday Mass
9:30 a.m. Healing Ministry
11:00 a.m. Easter Sunday Mass

REMINDERS FROM THE OFFICE

Parish Office Closed on Good Friday
The parish office at Our Lady of Mercy will be closed on
Good Friday, March 30.

For Mercy Sake Deadline

The deadline to submit items for our May issue of For
Mercy Sake is Sunday, April 22. Items can be submitted to
ilucas@ourladyofmercychurch.org or brought to the office.

Bulletin Announcements
All content for the bulletin is due 10 days before the
bulletin date. All bulletin flyers are now one-half page.
Bulletin flyers also need to be scheduled in advance for
inclusion in any given bulletin.

PRAYER LINE

9:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. Call Donna Smicker at 899-9108
4:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m. Call Gerri Extein at 899-6875
The Hospital Visitor for the week is Florence Voelker.

MASS INTENTIONS

Mon. 03/26 8:30a.m.
Tue. 03/27 8:30a.m.
Wed. 03/28 8:30a.m. Harry Extein (Extein Family)
Thur. 03/29 7:00p.m. Mass of the Lord’s Supper
9:00 p.m. Night Prayer
Fri. 03/30 9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer
3:00 p.m. Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion
Sat. 03/31 9:00a.m. Morning Prayer
9:00 p.m. The Great Easter Vigil
Sun. 04/01 8:30a.m. For The People of OLM
11:00 a.m. For The People of OLM

SCRIPTURE READINGS

Mon. 03/26 Is42:1-7 /John 12:1-11

Tue. 03/27 1s49:1-6 /John 13:21-33,36-38
Wed.03/28 1s50:4—9a /Matthew 26:14-25
Thur.03/29 Ex12:1-8,11-14 /1 Cor 11:23-26 /Jn 13:1-15

Fri. 03/30 1s52:13—53:12/Heb 4:14-16,5:7-9
John 18:1—-19:42

Sat. 03/31 Ex14:15—15:1/Rom 6:3-11/Mark 16:1-7
Sun. 04/01 Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Col 3:1-4/Mark 16:1-7

THIS SUNDAY'’S
REFLECTION RETUR

10 THE STORY

Mark 14:1—15:47

True prophets do not rebel against their call. Though
others decline to speak on behalf of God, they let
nothing deter them from their mission, even when it
seems as though God has abandoned them. Although
ears are closed to their message, the prophets
steadfastly proclaim God’s tidings to the assembly. This
is the attitude of Jesus. He did not regard power and
authority as something to be held with a tight fist.
Rather, he opened his hand and emptied himself,
pouring out his humanity to become a servant to his
brothers and sisters.

Unlike Jesus, we are not always submissive. At the
table we betray him, despising the body with whom we
have gathered. We say “Amen” to the cup with little
understanding that we are saying “Yes” to dying to self
like Jesus. Obedient in all things, he bound his will to
God and did not turn away from death, even the
disgraceful death on a cross. Willingly, he drank the
dregs of the chalice of suffering and poured out his
blood on our behalf.

Because Jesus was faithful, God exalted him, raising
him above heaven and earth, giving him the name above
all names. Our hearts and knees bow at his name. Our
tongues proclaim to the glory of God: “Jesus Christ is
Lord!”

For Reflection: Do I proclaim the Lord'’s death when |
eat the bread and drink the cup? How can | offer hope to a
hopeless world?
© Kay Murdy
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Social Justice Committee News

Human Dignity

Human dignity is something that can’t
be taken away. Catholic Social Teaching
states that each and every person has value, is worthy of
great respect and must be free from slavery,
manipulation and exploitation. “Catholic social teaching
believes that human beings, created in the image and
likeness of God (Genesis 1:26-27), have by their very
existence an inherent value, worth, and distinction.”
Daniel Groody “Globalization, Spirituality and Justice”

Candidate/Sponsor Evening of Reflection
Confirmation candidates in their final year of
preparation to celebrate Confirmation are reminded
that they have a mandatory event with their sponsor on
Sunday, April 8 from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at OLM.

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults

Are you interested in learning more about the Catholic
faith? Are you considering the possibility of joining the
Catholic Church? Inquiry Sessions are now beginning.
They are scheduled around the availability of the
participants. For more information, call Irene Lucas at
899-6132.

Serve Erie in Harborcreek

On Saturday, April 21, from 8:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., the
Harborcreek churches will join forces to improve our
community. The event will begin at 8:00 a.m. at South
Harbor United Methodist Church where volunteers will
gather to get their assignments. The event will focus on
cleaning up three empty lots in Harborcreek. Childcare
will be available for children under age 7. In April, sign-
up lists will be posted in the Gathering Space for those
willing to participate.

Counseling Available

Parishioners of Our Lady of Mercy are offering their
professional skills as counselors for adults or teens or
family counseling. Counseling meetings are at the
church, in a confidential setting. To schedule an
appointment, contact Donna Clark at 899-5342.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT

Offertory for the weekend of March 18,2018
Envelopes sent: 404
Envelopesreturned: 107 $3,733.00
Faith Direct Deposits: 106 $2,851.75
Loose Change: $233.00
TOTAL OFFERTORY: $6,817.75

Pilgrimage Through The Symbols of Holy Week
Mark you calendar for a special evening of prayerful
reflection on the sights and smells that permeate our
most holy celebrations of the Passion and Resurrection
of Christ. Our Holy Week pilgrimage will be held at 7:00
p.m. on Wednesday, March 28. Gather in Classroom
#1. Wear comfortable shoes and bring a wine glass.

Bag of Hope Easter Dinner Bags

Please return your Bags of Hope Easter Dinner food
items today, Sunday, March 25. If you can please buy
one product for our gluten free family. We serve an
average of 120 families each month. We expect to hand
out 135 Easter Dinners. Thank you for your support.

Young Adult Gathering

If you are in your 20’s or 30’s, single or married, with or
without children, this is for you. Join other young adults
for an informal social in Sperry Hall between the 8:30
a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Masses on Sunday, April 8. If you
have children not yet old enough to be in religious
education class at this time, bring them with you. Feel
free to bring a snack to share, but don’t feel obligated..
This is an opportunity for OLM young adults who attend
different masses to get to know one another.

Sunday Morning *C*A*F*E*

Dave Seyboldt will present our final Sunday Morning
CAFE of the season on Sunday, April 15 from 9:45-10:45
in Sperry Hall. Since 2013, Dave Seyboldt has made
several trips to Africa with Marion Medical Missions to
help provide clean water to rural villages in Malawi,
Zambia and Tanzania. Dave will share his experiences in
these impoverished communities and the way a well can
transform life for these people. Join us for fresh brewed
coffee and baked treats as we hear about a modern
Easter miracle, compassion bringing life-giving water to
those who long for it.

The Question-Of-The-Week Contest Winner
The winner for the week of March 12 was Amber
Moore, Grade 2 who knew that the Trinity is One God
in Three Divine Persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Next Cursillo Scheduled for April

A Men's Cursillo will be held April 19-22 at Our Lady of
Mercy. Cursillo is a personal encounter weekend with
Christ that is open to both men and women 18 and
older. If women are married, the husband must attend a
Cursillo first. Please submit an application for the
upcoming men’s Cursillo as soon as possible.
Applications and more information may be found at
www.eriecursillo.org. To learn more, call 814-824-11169.



find us on Facebook!

Celebrate Recovery: Healing from Life’s Hurts,
Habits and Hang-ups

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. on Mondays at South
Harborcreek United Methodist Church, 7929 McGill
Rd. This program celebrates God’s healing power to
help us recover from any of life’s challenges; overeating,
fear, gambling, codependency, depression, alcohol,
drugs, guilt, shame, and anger. This Christ centered
ministry helps people resolve their pain through sharing
experiences, strengths and hopes. Based on biblical
principles and the 12 steps, the prayer service starts at
6:30 p.m. followed by discussion groups at 7:30 p.m. A
light meal is provided. All are welcome. For more go to
http://www.southharborcreekumc.org/celebrate-
recovery.html

Pastoral Council Nominations

Please begin your prayerful discernment about who to
nominate for the Pastoral Council. Last week’s bulletin
contained information about the council. Nomination
ballots will be in the Gathering Space in April. The
Pastoral Council engages in the process of pastoral
planning and helps to set the direction of the parish
community in prayer, leadership, service and pastoral
action in consultation with the pastor and staff.

Visiting Parishioners in the Hospitals

We are no longer able to obtain a list of parishioners
who are in the hospital. If you know of someone who is
in the hospital please contact the parish office to let us
know.

On April 7 & 8 we are celebrating the Service
Ministries of Our Lady of Mercy.
This weekend we will recognize all those involve in the
Service Ministries:

If you are part of one of these ministries, please wear

to Mass on April 7 & 8. We will have a
special blessing of the ministers this weekend. We will
have informational brochures available and there will
be an opportunity to sign up for any of these ministries
if you feel God is calling you to share your gifts in this
way.

Please check your emails in the coming weeks. We are
looking for people from these ministries to be at a table
in the Gathering Space after Mass to answer any
questions. Questions? Contact Donna Clark.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

Apr 4 Eileen Drotar 1
Apr4 Maria Allegretto 9
Apr 6 Eva Still 1
Apr 11 Mariska Habursky 11
Apr 11 Griffin Tylman 4
Apr 11 Gweneviere Wilczynski 3
Apr 15 Kathryn Gilchrist 15 m
Apr 15 Samantha Bryan 10
Apr 17 Alex Lunger 12
Apr 18 Alexandra Bryan 6
Apr 18 Addison Tylman 7
Apr 19 Charlotte Dalton 16
Apr 19 Bernadette Berdis 16
Apr 21 Braeden Knepper 8
Apr 22 Joseph Gabler 16
Apr 22 Lydia Hordych 1
Apr 25 Ryan Sweet 17 m
Apr 29 Harrison DeVore 17
Apr 30 Hannah Smith 12
OLM Book Group

The days are getting longer. Time to come out of
hibernation. Why not spend an evening around great
book talk with a glass of wine.  Whether you are
interested in joining a book group or just want to talk
about one particular title, the door is open to you. Our
April selection is Killers of the Flower Moon by David
Grann and our May title will be Before We Were Yours by
Lisa Wingate.

Harborcreek Youth Services’ Purse Bingo
Harborcreek Youth Services, an affiliate of Catholic
Charities of the Diocese of Erie, is hosting a Purse Bingo
on April 15 at Our Lady of Mercy. Doors open at 12 noon
with bingo starting at 1 p.m. Reservations can be made by
emailing pursebingo@hys-erie.org .

Bus Trip to Berlin, Ohio

Book your reservations and make payment now with Barb
Jones for a one day excursion to Amish country in Berlin,
Ohio on Saturday, June 9. The bus leaves the OLM
parking lot at 7:00 a.m. and returns before 10:00 p.m.
Cost is $38. 12 seats remain open, if interested please call
Barb Jones at 899-9358 and leave a message.
Reservations taken on a first come first serve basis.

Ink Jet Fundraiser

Please donate used black or color ink jet cartridges to the
Religious Education ministry. Your donation of used
printer cartridges helps to support our ministry to the
children of the parish. Previously refilled and
remanufactured cartridges can not be redeemed, nor can laser

toner cartridges.
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LYNCH

Home Medical Supply
TIMOTHY P.LYNCH

Parishioner, Owner, Certified Orthotic Fitter
Lift Chairs & Scooters » Wound Care » Walkers
Wheelchairs  Commodes & Much More

Where There § Always Some{'hmg QKOWINC: OV\F
Jlm‘S rzénski & Bob Rocky - Panshlone?

HEISE REBUILDING

Starters - Alternators * Electrical
Rewiring * Mechanical Repairs
PA Inspections

& 4020 Main St. » Lawrence Park
Ve » www.l_vs'r?cgh-xﬁg?i?alxom @ @
~%_ _ OLLINGER
y PLUMBING, HEATING
& AIR CONDITIONING

Residential * Commercial
Quality Installations & Service

899-2809

PRICHARD
CHIROPRACTIC OFFICES
~53, 6095 Buffalo Road
Harborcreek, PA

899-1966

DR. LOREN J. PRICHARD
DR. SCOTT V. PRICHARD

<5

SbO‘I Buffalo Road A 4( West Lake Road™,
Erie, PA 16505 2
835.6960 . -

< Erie-PA. 16510 -
899.5424

Andy SQ

‘erte it Up

LAKESIDECHEVYBUICK.COM

CHEVROLET
=w= BUICK &

~Andy Gabler
President

West

22 W 899-8186

1291 Walbridge Rd. « Erie, PA 16511
heiserebuilding.com
~ Parishioner ~

NORTHERN~ o Enrollment College

PENNSYLVANIA fequires 2 5. DiplanalsE
REGIONAL COLLEGE

Started College but never finished? E

$180/credit hr - Adult
$60/credit hr - Eligible H.S.
Juniors/Seniors

\ant to advance your career?

Thinking of trying college?

College student home for summer?
www.regionalcollegepa.org

814-230-9010 admissions@rrcnpa.org

6615 Buffalo Road
814-899-9005

www.diningverse.com/fiddleinn

2% : @ b
FIDDLE INN I SUL FARMS oward Cindy Fabin,

& TRUCKING annanm Realtor, GPA, RRS, CNHS
m @85 12050 Kerr Rd + Northeast || “#/EHHEEEE - pulti Million Dollar Producer, PARISHIONER
“Home of the EVERYTHINGS” © _ (814) 882-3320

Custom Farming * Pick Your Own

24 Hr. Snow Plowing * Detachable Low Boy
Trailer with Winch « Salt and Ice Control

Trucking & Dumping

FOR OUTSTANDING RESULTS,
YOU NEED AN OUTSTANDING AGENT!

Cell: 814-881-1087 - Office: 814-899-3005 L2
Email: cFabin@howardhanna.com | Erie, PA, 16510
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William D. Elkin

Please support our advertisers and
mention you saw their ad here.

Funeral Home
65 South Lake St. * North East

725-4511
Timothy P. Elkin, F.D.

William D. Elkin, F.D.

Pre-Arrangements Available

ROBERT D. TAYLOR, SUPERVISOR

5151 BUFFALO RD.
ERIE, PA 16510

814-315-0911

%) Foster's @
,ﬁ Rose of Sharon %
“™ Floral & Gift Shop

Merry Christmas!
Savings of Up To 60% On All items

2708 Buifle Rd o 314-800-8071

Tony Montefiori

Erl?Clt

MEMORIALS by[.;,.,cso,,
Because Every Life is Worth Remembering
Located just down the road

2515 Buffalo Rd ¢ Erie, PA 16510
(Across from St. James School)

814-898-0709

Indoor and Outdoor Showrooms

Cemetery Memorials * Bronze Markers
Vases ¢+ Candles * Pet Urns

RUSSELL C. SCHMIDT &
SON FUNERAL HOME, INC.
5000 Wattsburg Road « Erie, PA 16504

(814) 824-5000  Fax (814) 824-5006
www.SchmidtFuneralHomeErie.com
Dennis D. Schmidt, President/Supervisor

Pre-Arranged, Pre-Financed, and
Cremation Funerals Available

ITURGICAL
@ PUBLICATIONS 5-D-4-3

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 ® www.4lpi.com

Contact Tim Weir to place an ad today!
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568

“Your Computer
Professional”

JDL

Compurters

el 393-3300

JDLCOMPUTERS.COM

catholicmatich’
Pennsylvania

gh¥=ms. A Deli and So Much More
' Marketplace Deli

Harborcreek

814-899-3671

6992 Buffalo Road
Harborcreek

(’f@

CatholicMatch.com/PA

Protecting Seniors
Nationwide

Medical Alert System
$29.95/Ma. biled quarter

+ One Free Month « Price Guarantee
Easy Self Installation

Toll Free 1.877.801.7772
14-1199

* NoLong-Term Contract -

Call Today!



