OUR LADY OF MERCY CHURCH

837 Bartlett Road e Harborcreek, PA 16421 e www.ourladyofmercychurch.org

MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil: 6:00 p.m.

Sunday: 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

Weekday: 8:30 a.m.

Holy Day of Obligation: 8:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

PARISH STAFF
Msgr. Gerald T. Ritchie, Pastor

Donna Clark, Pastoral Minister

Irene Lucas, Director of Lifelong Faith Formation
Brandon Vogt, Director of Liturgy & Music
Marsha MacKinnon McKinley, Admin. Assistant
Geri Hadlock, Youth Minister

Kirk Mientkiewicz, Maintenance Coordinator

Andrea Maille, Lifelong Faith Formation Secretary

CONTACT INFORMATION

Parish Office: 814-899-5342
Office of Lifelong Faith Formation: 814-899-6132
Fax: 814-898-3306

Email: info@ourladyofmercychurch.org

_ 2 e A N o
Jesus took Peter, James, and John and led them up
a high mountain apart by themselves. And he was "
transfigured before them, and his clothes became '

dazzling white, such as no fuller on earth could
bleach them. - Mk 9:2-3

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. .

MISSION STATEMENT

We are a Eucharistic, Catholic Christian Community of Communities
formed by the Word of God and the teachings of the Church.
We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to live the values of Jesus Christ

in a prayerful, welcoming and nurturing environment.
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THE WEEK AHEAD

For a complete calendar of events, please visit
ourladyofmercychurch.org/calendar

Mon. 02/26

11:00 a.m.  Centering Prayer
6:30 p.m. Fruit of the Vine (SCC)
6:30 p.m. Isaiah’s Community (SCC)

REMINDERS FROM THE OFFICE

Annual Contribution Statements

Annual contribution statements are available. Please
call the parish office at 899-5342 or send your request
via email to secretary@ourladyofmercychurch.org No
statements will be sent electronically. Please indicate if
you would like the statement mailed or if you will be
picking it up in the parish office.

IN LOVING MEMORY

We remember Joseph Sosnowski, father of
Robert Sosnowski. Please keep him
and his family in your prayers.

PRAYER LINE

9:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. Call Donna Smicker at 899-9108
4:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m. Call Gerri Extein at 899-6875
The Hospital Visitor for the week is Geri Gallagher.

Tue. 02/27 9:30 a.m. Steel Magnolias (SCC)
2:00 p.m. Prayer Shawl
4:00 p.m. Rel Ed Gr 3-6
5:30 p.m. Children’s Choir Rehearsal
6:00 p.m. Sister Parish Committee Mtg
7:00 p.m. OLM Book Group
Wed.02/28 1:00 p.m. Diamonds in the Rough (SCC)
Lenten Pastus
5:30 p.m. Mass
6:10 p.m. Soup Supper
7:00 p.m. Presentation
Thur.03/01 9:00 a.m. Painting Class
2:00 p.m. Contemplative Prayer
6:00 p.m. Prayer Shawl
6:45 p.m. Choir Rehearsal
Fri. 03/02 1:30 p.m. Legion of Mary
5:00 p.m. First Reconciliation Practice
7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross
Sat. 03/03 1:00 p.m. First Reconciliation
4:30 p.m. Sacrament of Penance
6:00 p.m. Anointing of the Sick
Sun. 03/04 Third Sunday of Lent
Casserole Club Drop Off
Monthly Food Pantry Collection
9:30 a.m. Healing Ministry
9:30 a.m. Rel Ed GrK-2
9:45 a.m. First Eucharist Parent Meeting
12:00 p.m. RelEdGr7 &8
MASS INTENTIONS
Mon. 02/26 8:30a.m. Dennis Rapp
Tue. 02/27 8:30a.m. Francis Ritchie
Wed. 02/28 8:30a.m.
5:30 p.m. Robert Tobin
(Kosin & Sokal Families)
Thur. 03/01 8:30a.m. Thomas Liebel (Liebel Family)
Fri. 03/02 8:30am.
Sat. 03/03 8:30a.m.
6:00 p.m. For the People of OLM
Sun. 03/04 8:30a.m. HelenBandur (Teri Duvall)
11:00 a.m. Yolanda DiRaimo (Family)
SCRIPTURE READINGS
Mon. 02/26 Dn 9:4b-10 / Luke 6:36-38
Tue. 02/27 1s1:10,16-20 / Matthew 23:1-12
Wed.02/28 Jer 18:18-20 / Matthew 20:17-28
Thur.03/01 Jer 17:5-10 / Luke 16:19-31
Fri. 03/02 Gn37:3-4,12-13a,17b-28a/
Matthew 21:33-34, 45-46
Sat. 03/03 Mi7:14-15,18-20 /Luke 15:1-3,11-32
Sun. 03/04 Ex20:1-17 1 Cor 1:22-25/John 2:13-25

THIS SUNDAY'’S
REFLECTION

Mark 9:2-10

“Ready!” we say when we are |
willing to take the plunge into
God’s saving power. Before we do, we better know what
sort of commitment we are making. Can we be like
Abraham, who did not withhold anything from God?
Abraham bound his son and laid him on the alter, but he
also bound his heart and will to God. Because Abraham
was faithful to God, God was faithful to Abraham and all
generations are blessed in him.

Jesus invites us to go up the mountain with him to
show us how bright things can be in the midst of
darkness. Though a cloud overshadows the light, we
hear God’s voice, “This is my Son, this is my daughter, my
beloved, Listen to him.” As we come down the mountain,
we wonder what it means to die. What does it mean to
rise from the dead?

God the Father did not withhold Jesus the Son from
suffering and death but offered him for the sake of us all.
If we walk in the presence of the Lord, then God will
release us from our bondage to sin, and we, who
appeared to be dead, will walk in the land of the living.
Since God is ready to do that for us, we can say with
Paul, “If God is for us, who can be against us?”

For Reflection: What have | offered to God? How
has God rewarded by obedience?
© Kay Murdy
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Thank You and Congratulations!

Thank you to all who made this year’s
=t Mardi Gras a fun and delicious
¥ 27 lewcd: success. The Sister Parish Committee
Cras 1 S0 grateful to all who volunteered
A < their time, donated prizes for our

auction, spent their Sunday afternoon
with us and especially for those who shared their
fantastic soups and chilies. You are all winners in our
opinion. The winners are...

Chili Cook-Off
Amigos 1st Place
Brown’s Pizza Chili 2nd Place

Red White & Blue Chili 2nd Place

Soup Cook-Off

Mo Rizzo 1st Place
Ruben 2nd Place
Hot Mamas 3rd Place

Schneider/Hawryliw Honorable Mention

Best Decorated

Mo Rizzo 1st Place
Gabler 2nd Place
Hot Mamas 3rd Place

Family Trivia Game
Rachel Ciotti

Corn Hole Tournament
Caleb Mandel & Noah Hawryliw

Social Justice Committee News

In February, we will focus on the
sanctity of marriage and family.

Pope John Paul Il on the family as the “sanctuary of
life.”

“The family has a special role to play throughout the life of
its members, from birth to death. It is truly the sanctuary of
life: the place in which life -the gift of God- can be properly
welcomed and protected against the many attacks to which
it is exposed, and can develop in accordance with what
constitutes authentic human growth”.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT

Offertory for the weekend of February 18,2018
Envelopes sent: 404
Envelopesreturned: 117 $4,190.15
Faith Direct Deposits: 106 $2,851.75
Loose Change: $215.00
TOTAL OFFERTORY: $7,256.90

Lenten Pastus Series

Our Wednesday Lenten
Pastus Series will continue
February 28. Be fed in spirit at
the 5:30 p.m. Eucharist, in body =
at the 6:15 p.m. Soup Supper and/or in mind at the 7:00
p.m. Presentation. The presenter at our second Pastus
evening will be Fr. Jason Mitchell, who teaches in the
Dept. of Theology at Gannon University. This year, our
Sunday Gospel readings come from the Gospel of Mark.
Fr. Mitchell will help us understand what the Gospel of
Mark teaches us about the call to follow Jesus as
disciples who must pick up our own cross and journey
with Christ to Jerusalem.

Lenten Parish Mission with Dan Schutte -

March 11-13 at 7p.m.

Join us for ourLenten Parish Mission with Dan Schutte
March 11—13. Schutte is one of the best known and
most influential composers of Catholic music for liturgy
in the English speaking world. Some of his most
celebrated songs include: “Here | Am, Lord,” “City of
God,” and “Sing a New Song,” - are from his years of
collaboration with the Saint Louis Jesuits.

Dan has served as liturgist and music director to
various pastoral and academic settings. That
experience, his deep knowledge of Sacred Scripture,
and a strong sense of Ignatian spirituality form the basis
of every event he leads. His ministry has had an
enormous impact on the spiritual journey of millions of
people, and we look forward to welcoming him this
March. If you wish to attend, but need a ride call the
Parish Office at 899-5342.

Stations of the Cross: Fridays During Lent

Join the Legion of Mary this Friday at 7:00 p.m. for the
Stations of the Cross. On March 9, the Pastoral Council
will lead the Stations of the Cross.

Sacrament of Reconciliation

The season of Lent calls us to examine our lives and see
where reconciliation and penance for our sins and
failings may aid our preparation for the celebration of
Easter.

Penance Services:
Sunday, March 18 at 3:00 p.m. St. Mark, Lawrence Park

Monday, March 19 at 7:00 p.m. St. James, Wesleyville
Tuesday, March 20 at 7:00 p.m. St. Gregory, North
Wednesday, March 21 at 7:00 p.m. at Our Lady of Mercy

Lenten Fish & Pierogi Dinners

St. Stanislaus Parish is hosting their annual Lenten Fish
and Pierogi Dinners on Friday, March 2 and Friday,
March 16 in the Parish Hall from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
The cost is $10 for adults, $5 for children 6—12 years of
age, children 5 and under—free. Take-out dinners are
$10.25. Come and enjoy a delicious home cooked
dinner with your family and friends.
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MARCH 2018
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

Mar.1 Jared Anderson 17
Mar.3  Dominick Scarpino 12

Mar.3  Milena Laskey 1
Mar.4  Caleb Mandel 17
Mar.4  Cain Rozenek 8
Mar.5  Thomas Pohl 11

Mar.5  Sophia Sartori 4 m
Mar.6  Baleigh Haislip 7

Mar.9  Noah Sacco 14
Mar.9  Nicholas Sacco 14
Mar.9  Lynzey Reinsel 12
Mar. 13 Justin Tersigni 13
Mar. 16 Oliver Beckman 4

Mar. 16 Will Lunger 9

Mar.17 Leah Corey 12
Mar. 18 Eric Morris 15
Mar.21 Charlie Giambrone 14
Mar.21 Ryan MacGurn 18

Mar.24 Tyler Bryan 2
Mar.29 Raegan Roche 6
Mar.29 Rian Roche 6
Mar.31 AngelinaCarideo 7
Mar.31 Antonio Hodzic 5

[)°

Celebrating the Ministries of

== Our Lady of Mercy

March 3 & 4 is the start of Celebrating

the ministries of our parish. This

weekend we will recognize all those
involved in the Faith Formation Ministries:

AGIFT - Adults Growing In Faith Together
Baptismal Preparation

Lifelong Faith Formation Committee

Pre Cana Program

RCIA

Religious Education Catechists

Religious Education Substitutes

Youth Ministry Support Team

If you are part of one of these ministries, please wear
GREEN to Mass on March 3 & 4. We will have a special
blessing of the ministers this weekend. Informational
brochures will be available and there will be an
opportunity to sign-up for any of these ministries if you
feel God is calling you to share your gifts in this way.

Please check your emails in the coming weeks. We are
looking for people from these ministries to be at a table
in the Gathering Space after Mass to answer any
questions. Questions? Contact Donna Clark.

First Reconciliation Celebration

Families with children preparing for First Reconciliation
are reminded that we have a mandatory practice Friday,
March 2 at 5:00 p.m. All parish members are invited to
celebrate First Reconciliation with us on Saturday, March
3at 1:00 p.m.

First Eucharist Parent Meeting

Parents with children preparing to celebrate First
Eucharist this May are reminded that there will be a very
important meeting in Sperry Hall on Sunday, March 4 at
9:45 a.m.

The Question-Of-The-Week Contest Winner
The winner for the week of February 13 was Lillian Festa,
Grade 1, who knew that Lent begins on Ash Wednesday.

Baptismal Preparation Sessions for Parents

Our semi-annual session for parents desiring the
Sacrament of Baptism for their child will be held Sunday,
March 18 at noon. If you have a child you wish to have
baptized, or are expecting a child, you will want to sign up
for this session. It is a requirement of the diocese that
every parent participate in such a class prior to
celebrating the sacrament. To register, call the Parish
Office at 899-5342. The next session will be held in
October.

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults

Are you interested in learning more about the Catholic
faith? Are you considering the possibility of joining the
Catholic Church? Inquiry Sessions are now beginning.
They are scheduled around the availability of the
participants. For more information, call Irene Lucas at
899-6132.

OLM Book Group

Join us on Tuesday, February 27 at 7:00 p.m. in the OLM
Parlor to discuss “The Ballroom” by Anna Hope. Please
note, this is not our usual meeting day. We have shifted
to the Tuesday after our regular time due to the Parish
Lenten Pastus program. Whether you are interested in
joining a book group or just want to talk about one
particular title, the door is open to you. In March, we will
share “The Ninth Hour” by Alice McDermott.

Pancakes for Fr. Pete

Enjoy a breakfast benefit for Maria House on Sunday,
March 18 from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Tickets are $5.00
each or $20.00 for a family of 4 or more. Pancakes,
sausage, coffee and juice will be served. In addition, there
will be a basket raffle and 50/50 drawing. If you have any
questions, please contact Tom Pearson at 450-7338.

Powerful Tools for Caregivers Workshop
Tuesdays, March 6 - April 10 from 2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. at
Lifeworks Erie, 406 Peach Street. This workshop is
designed for people who are taking care of a family
member or friend. Participants will learn about tools and
strategies to better handle the unique caregiver
challenges they face. Planned topics include: reducing
personal stress, communicating feelings and needs,
setting limits, and asking for help. There is no charge. To
register call 453-5072.
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LYNCH

Home Medical Supply
TIMOTHY P.LYNCH

Parishioner, Owner, Certified Orthotic Fitter
Lift Chairs & Scooters » Wound Care » Walkers
Wheelchairs  Commodes & Much More

& 4020 Main St. » Lawrence Park
e & 9

899-3636
www.lynchmedical.com
. OLLINGER
y PLUMBING, HEATING
& AIR CONDITIONING

Residential * Commercial
Quality Installations & Service

899-2809

PRICHARD
CHIROPRACTIC OFFICES
~53, 6095 Buffalo Road
Harborcreek, PA

899-1966

DR. LOREN J. PRICHARD
DR. SCOTT V. PRICHARD

- T i A s

B Where There's Always Something 4ROWING ont=
J[om‘S rzgnski & Bob Rocky - Parishione?
o] A p .

. 5001 Buffalo Road
S EriePA.16510 -
899.5424

Andy SQyS

~Andy Gabler
President

“Write it Up!”

LAKESIDECHEVYBUICK.COM

HEISE REBUILDING

Starters - Alternators * Electrical
Rewiring * Mechanical Repairs
PA Inspections

899-8186
1291 Walbridge Rd. « Erie, PA 16511
heiserebuilding.com
~ Parishioner ~

7 3 wesk.! ‘\
5341 West Lake Road",
‘Erie, PA 16505 %
835.6960 . -

N

Online Shopping
for Catholic
Gifts of Faith

-

W www.parishstore.com

CHEVROLET
=w= BUICK &

HARBORCREEK, pa
“Home of the EVERYTHINGS”

6615 Buffalo Road
814-899-9005

www.diningverse.com/fiddleinn

" SUL FARMS Ci -
FIDDLE INN(& & rRyckine indy Fabin,

12050 Kerr Rd * Northeast
§  (814) 882-3320

Custom Farming * Pick Your Own

24 Hr. Snow Plowing * Detachable Low Boy
Trailer with Winch « Salt and Ice Control

Trucking & Dumping

Multi Million Dollar Producer, PARISHIONER

FOR OUTSTANDING RESULTS,
YOU NEED AN OUTSTANDING AGENT!
Cell: 814-881-1087 - Office: 814-899-3005 =
Email: cFabin@howardhanna.com | Erie, PA, 16510

o Insurance.

Financial

Widaet
O

widgetfinancial.com

William D. Elkin

Please support our advertisers and
mention you saw their ad here.

Funeral Home
65 South Lake St. * North East

725-4511

Timothy P. Elkin, F.D.
William D. Elkin, F.D.

Pre-Arrangements Available

ROBERT D. TAYLOR, SUPERVISOR

WWW.DUSCKAS-TAYLORFUNERALHOME.COM

5151 BUFFALO RD.
ERIE, PA 16510

814-315-0911

%) Foster's @’
,g Rose of Sharon &
7™ Floral & Gift Shop
Merry Christmas!

Savings of Up To 60% On All items

2708 Buifle Rd o 314-800-8071

Tony Montefiori

Eri(e%City

SN by Ericson
Because Every Life is Worth Remembering

Located just down the road

2515 Buffalo Rd ¢ Erie, PA 16510
(Across from St. James School)

814-898-0709

Indoor and Outdoor Showrooms

Cemetery Memorials * Bronze Markers
Vases ¢+ Candles * Pet Urns

RUSSELL C. SCHMIDT &
SON FUNERAL HOME, INC.
5000 Wattsburg Road « Erie, PA 16504

(814) 824-5000  Fax (814) 824-5006
www.SchmidtFuneralHomeErie.com
Dennis D. Schmidt, President/Supervisor

Pre-Arranged, Pre-Financed, and
Cremation Funerals Available

LITURGICAL
@ PUBLICATIONS 5-D-4-3

7GR ADVERTISE YOUR

AV
OIS BUSINESS HERE

Contact Tim Weir to place an ad today!

“Your Computer
Professional”

JDL

Compurters

el 398-3300

tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568

catholicmatich’
Pennsylvania

CatholicMatch.com/PA

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 ® www.4lpi.com

JDLCOMPUTERS.COM

% A Deli and So Much More

Harborcreek

Marketplace Deli
814-899-3671 ( g e
6992 Buffalo Road
Harborcreek
Protecting Seniors .
Nationwide Medical Alert System 5

+ One Free Month « Price Guarantee
Easy Self Installation

Toll Free 1.877.801.7772
14-1199

* NoLong-Term Contract -

Call Today!



