OUR LADY OF MERCY CHURCH

837 Bartlett Road e Harborcreek, PA 16421 e www.ourladyofmercychurch.org

MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil: 6:00 p.m.

Sunday: 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

Weekday: 8:30 a.m.

Holy Day of Obligation: 8:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

PARISH STAFF
Msgr. Gerald T. Ritchie, Pastor

Donna Clark, Pastoral Minister

Irene Lucas, Director of Lifelong Faith Formation
Brandon Vogt, Director of Liturgy & Music
Marsha MacKinnon McKinley, Admin. Assistant
Geri Hadlock, Youth Minister

Kirk Mientkiewicz, Maintenance Coordinator

Andrea Maille, Lifelong Faith Formation Secretary

CONTACT INFORMATION
Parish Office: 814-899-5342

DECEMBER 31, 2017

B SRR e

“For myeyes haveseen -

your salvation, b e

which you prepared in the
sight of all the peoples,

a light for revelation to
the Gentiles,
and glory for your
people Israel.”

- Lk 2:30-32

iy

MISSION STATEMENT

We are a Eucharistic, Catholic Christian Community of Communities
formed by the Word of God and the teachings of the Church.

We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to live the values of Jesus Christ

Office of Lifelong Faith Formation: 814-899-6132
Fax: 814-898-3306

Email: inf ladyof hurch. . . . .
mail: info@ourladyofmercychurch.org in a prayerful, welcoming and nurturing environment.
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THE WEEK AHEAD

For a complete calendar of events, please visit
ourladyofmercychurch.org/calendar

Mon.01/01 New Year’s Day—Parish Office Closed
10:00a.m.  Mass- Solemnity of Mary
Mother of God
Tue. 01/02 9:30 a.m. SCC- Steel Magnolias
2:00 p.m. Prayer Shawl
4:00 p.m. Rel Ed Gr 3-6
5:30 p.m. Children’s Choir Rehearsal

7:00 p.m. Pastoral Council Meeting
Wed.01/03 1:00 p.m. SCC-Diamonds in the Rough
Thur.01/04 6:00 p.m. Prayer Shawl

6:45 p.m. Choir Rehearsal
Fri. 01/05 1:30 p.m. Legion of Mary
Sat. 01/06 4:30 p.m. Sacrament of Penance
Sun. 01/07 Casserole Club Drop Off

Monthly Food Pantry Collection

9:30 a.m. Healing Ministry

9:30 a.m. Rel Ed Gr K-2

12:00 p.m. RedEdGr7&8

3:00 p.m. Epiphany Concert

PRAYER LINE

9:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. Call Donna Smicker at 899-9108
4:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m. Call Gerri Extein at 899-6875
The Hospital Visitor for the week is Florence Voelker.

OLM PARISH OFFICE REMINDERS

The OLM Parish Office will be closed on Monday,
January 1, 2018 in observance of the New Year's
Holidays.

Newsletter Deadline

The deadline to submit items for the February issue of
For Mercy Sake is January 15. Items can be sent
electronically to ilucas@ourladyofmercychuch.org or
hard copies can be brought to the Office of Lifelong Faith

Formation.

Bulletin Announcements

All content for the bulletin is due 10 days before the
bulletin date. All bulletin flyers are now one-half page.
Bulletin flyers also need to be scheduled in advance for
inclusion in any given bulletin. They must also be
submitted as a Word or Publisher document.
Questions? Contact Marsha in the parish office.

MASS INTENTIONS
Mon. 01/01 10:00 a.m. Yolanda DiRaimo (Donelle Davey)
Tue. 01/02 8:30a.m. Stephen Lion
Wed. 01/03 8:30a.m. Mabel Holodnak (Eric Jacobs)
Thur. 01/04 8:30a.m.
Fri. 01/05 8:30am.
Sat. 01/06 8:30a.m. FrankAntalek

6:00 p.m. Cecelia Rankin-Zielonka

(Ed & Marlene Meyer)

Sun. 01/07 8:30a.m. Francis Ritchie

11:00 a.am. For the People of OLM

SCRIPTURE READINGS

Mon. 01/01 Nm 6:22-27/Gal 4:4-7/ Luke 2:16-21

Tue. 01/02 1Jn2:22-28 /John 1:19-28
Wed.01/03 1Jn2:29-3:6 /John 1:29-34
Thur.01/04 1Jn3:7-10 /John 1:35-42

Fri. 01/05 1Jn3:11-21 / John 1:43-51

Sat. 01/06 1Jn5:5-13 / Mark 1:7-11

Sun. 01/07 1s60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/ Matthew 2:1-12

THIS SUNDAY'S
REFLECTION

Luke 2:22-40

Christ dwells in each one gathered as one family around
the table. Young and old, male and female, everyone has
a right to be heard, whether in instruction, prayer, or
song. We may be aged, like Simeon and Anna, and feel
that we have nothing to say. Yet they are models for
today. They recognize Christ in their midst, and they
fearlessly proclaim God’s saving light to all peoples.
Their message gives hope to those who look forward to
God'’s deliverance. Like the prophets before them, their
words are filled with blessing and gratitude, sorrow and
pain. Not all will accept their words. The child of peace
will be opposed by conflict and disunity.

Mary and Joseph show us how to walk in God’s ways.
Submissive to God's word, their child is filled with
wisdom and the grace of God. Like them, we are called to
be a ‘holy family.” Our words of correction must be
tempered with humility and love. Whether in speech or
action, what ever we do must be done in the name of
Jesus.

For Reflection: Is my family united in peace and love?
Can Mary, a virgin mother, and Joseph, her chaste spouse,
be examples for families today?

© Kay Murdy
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The Season of Christmas 2017-2018
at Our Lady of Mercy

Feast of the Holy Family
Saturday, December 30 at 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 31 at 8:30 a.m. & 11 a.m.

The Solemnity of Mary, The Mother of God
Monday, January 1 at 10:00 a.m.
(Note: There is no evening Vigil Mass on
Sunday, December 31)

Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord
Saturday, January 6 at 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, January 7 at 8:30a.m. & 11 a.m.

Epiphany Concert of Christmas Music:
Sunday, January 7 at 3:00 p.m.

The Music Ministry of Our Lady of Mercy invites
you to join the combined adult choirs, children’s
choir and instrumentalists as we sing and
celebrate the sounds of the Christmas season. A
light social will follow.

Parents of Toddlers or Nursing Babies

We always love to have children in church but
sometimes an energetic toddler needs to move around.
If that is the case, we have the Gathering Space or if you
want a contained room try the Nursery that has closed
circuit TV so you can still see and hear Mass. It is
available for all Masses. The Nursery is located in the
school classroom area, the first door on the right past
the Parlor. The 11:00 a.m. Mass has a schedule of
parents who take turns in the nursery so other parents
can be spiritually renew at Mass without having to
worry about their children. For more information, see
Donna Clark or Peggy Williams.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT

Due to the deadline for this bulletin the offertory
information was not available.

Winter Scripture Study

A Scripture Study on the minor prophets
will be held Wednesday, January 17—
February 7 at 9:00 a.m. in the
Conference Room. We will study Hosea,
Amos, Micah and Zachariah on consecutive weeks.
There is no cost and no registration. Because each week
we will look at a different biblical prophet, you do not
have to commit to attend every week.

Sunday Morning *C*A*F*E*

Our next Sunday Morning CAFE will be on Sunday,
January 14 from 9:45-10:45 a.m.. Mary Nelson, OFS
and Candy Henry, OFS will introduce us to the Order of
Secular Franciscans, an 800 year old lay order in the
Catholic Church with about 12,000 members in the U.S.
along with many more around the world. Mary Nelson is
the Regional Formation Director for western PA and the
leader of the local group. Candy Henry, a member of
OLM, is its secretary. Enjoy fresh coffee and homemade
treats along with fellowship and an informative program.

The Question-Of-The-Week Contest Winner

The winner for the week of December 10 was, Colton
Catrabone, Grade 1, who knew that the Angel Gabriel
was sent to Mary to tell her that she would be the
mother of God’s Son, our Savior.

New Video Series

A new biweekly video series for young adult Catholics, is
now available on YouTube. Designed with the young-
adult Catholic in mind. Catholic Central features chat
about faith, the Bible, Catholicism, and prayer (with tons
of puns, costume changes, and sketches thrown in).

Young Adults Gathering

Young adults/families are invited to a brief planning
gathering to discuss how to better live out our faith in a
group setting. We will gather in the Conference Room
on January 7after 8:30 Mass. Beverages and snacks will
be provided. See you there!

The Letters of Stewardship

K: Kindness - as defined in the dictionary kindness is the
quality of being friendly, generous, and considerate.
These are the qualities that draw us out of ourselves to
give to others.

Do you have a square on the OLM Parish Quilt?
The Parish Quilt, which hangs in the back of our Worship
Space, was started in celebration of the Millennium Year
2000. It is a prayer of thanksgiving for all the members
of Our Lady of Mercy. As new families join the parish
they are encouraged to complete a quilt square. As we
get enough squares to make a row, new rows are
continually added. Find a blank felt square with
instructions on the table near the door to Classroom #1.
Put a design representing your family on the square and
return it to the parish office.
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JANUARY 2018
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

Jan.02 Hayley D'’Angelo 10

Jan.04 Dylan Forsythe 6

Jan.05 Kaitlyn Brumagin 3

Jan.05 Ellie Stauffer 7

Jan.07 Kayla Shaffer 15

Jan.08 Grace Galbreath 10 m
Jan.08 Brodynn Smith 7

Jan. 11 Makenna Pearson 7

Jan. 12 Nolan Reinsel 16

Jan. 13 Jacob Zemanek 18
Jan. 17 Ava Suranofsky 9

Jan. 20 J.T. Martin 15

Jan.20 Avery Ollinger 13

Jan.21 Kara Meyer 16 m
Jan.23 Megan Hedlund 18

Jan. 23 Aidan Reinsel 14

Jan. 25 Ryan Stauffer 5

Jan. 26 Kenslie Inthavong 1

Jan.27 Madison Rizzo 8

Jan. 28 Lila Bly
Jan. 28 Octavio Garnica 13

Jan. 29 Keagon Oler 11 m

)

Erie Parishes host ‘Festival of Lessons and Carols
St. John the Baptist and Holy Rosary in Erie invite
everyone to “A Festival of Lessons and Carols” on
Thursday, January 4 at 7:00 p.m. at St. John the Baptist
Church, 509 E. 26th Street. The event is a service of
Scripture and song that dates to the late 19th century.
Those in attendance will hear nine short Scripture
readings and then listen to music. A light reception will
follow.

Choral Concert at St. Peter Cathedral

The Baldwin Wallace University Choir, of Berea, Ohio,
will perform a choral concert at St. Peter Cathedral in
Erie on Friday, January 5 at 7:00 p.m. with Erie’s
McDowell High School Chorus. The conductor of the
Baldwin Wallace Choir is Dr. Dirk Gardner; the
McDowell Chorus is under the direction of Leslie
Weber. The public is welcome. A free-will offering will
be taken.

Ministry Sign Ups

The stewardship committee is working toward renewing
our sense of parish ministries. Through the course of this
coming year we will take time each month to celebrate a
category of ministries and to bless the ministers. We will
have an opportunity to find out more about each of the
ministries through talks and ministry brochures. There
will also be an opportunity to join a ministry if you are
drawntoit.

Contemplative Prayer Instruction Sessions

Are you interested in learning more about contemplative
or centering prayer? These Wednesday evening sessions
at 6:30 p.m. will provide some instruction and an
opportunity to practice this quiet form of meditative
prayer that goes back to the early centuries of
Christianity. There will be three sessions before Lent.
Come to one or all: January 17, 31, and February 7.

Parish Alive

Our annual Parish Alive retreat will be held Friday,
February 16 and Saturday, February 17. It is a
wonderful way to kick off your Lent, to renew your faith,
to deepen your connection to the parish. Apply online on
the parish website, by paper using the form in the
November newsletter or find applications on the bulletin
tables. The retreat is free but space is limited.

Mardi Gras

Mark your calendar for the annual
parish Mardi Gras celebration on
Sunday, February 11. We are I 4T
collecting items for our Chinese > 4
Auction, so consider re-gifting those ;%07
unwanted Christmas gifts to OLM.
We also need chili or soup cook-off
teams. More information and sign-ups will be available in
the new year.

OLM Book Group

Join us on Wednesday, January 17 at 7:00 p.m. at the
home of Irene, 1019 Bartlett Rd., to discuss “The Boys in
the Boat” by Daniel Brown. The weather outside might be
frightful, but our book group is so delightful. Whether
you are interested in joining a book group or just want to
talk about one particular title, the door is open to you.
Want to read ahead? In February we will discuss “The
Ballroom” by Anna Hope.

Social Justice Committee News

People who are dying must be
accompanied with the love of family
members and the care of medical
professionals, but there is no requirement
that every means available must be used to prolong their
lives. Pope Francis said in a message to the European
members of the World Medical Association.
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LYNCH

Home Medical Supply
TIMOTHY P.LYNCH

Parishioner, Owner, Certified Orthotic Fitter
Lift Chairs & Scooters » Wound Care » Walkers
Wheelchairs  Commodes & Much More

& 4020 Main St. » Lawrence Park
e & 9

{

EAt

899.542

899-3636
www.lynchmedical.com

=@ ___ OLLINGER
4 PLUMBING, HEATING
& AIR CONDITIONING
Andy SQyS .-

Residential * Commercial

Quality Installations & Service

899-2809

PRICHARD
CHIROPRACTIC OFFICES
~53, 6095 Buffalo Road
Harborcreek, PA

899-1966

DR. LOREN J. PRICHARD
DR. SCOTT V. PRICHARD

~Andy Gabler
President

TS "W s .
Where There’s Always Something QKOWINQ onl—
J{im"Skarz nski & Bob Rocky - Parishione‘r)

. 5001 Buffalo Road
<. Erie PA 16510 -

“Whrite it

LAKESIDECHEVYBUICK.COM

HEISE REBUILDING

Starters - Alternators * Electrical
Rewiring * Mechanical Repairs
PA Inspections

899-8186
1291 Walbridge Rd. « Erie, PA 16511
heiserebuilding.com
~ Parishioner ~

McCreary Roofing Co., Inc.
PA HIC Registration# 029146
Family Owned Since 1890

814-452-2640

Online Shopping
for Catholic
Gifts of Faith

4 West .| g ‘\
5341 West Lake Road
"Erie, PA 16505 =

4 835.6960 . L~

b

UP!” 7

CHEVROLET
~m= BUICK

www.parishstore.com

i SUL FARMS
& TRUCKING

12050 Kerr Rd * Northeast
§  (814) 882-3320

Custom Farming * Pick Your Own

24 Hr. Snow Plowing * Detachable Low Boy
Trailer with Winch « Salt and Ice Control

Trucking & Dumping

FIDDLE INN

HARBORCREEK, pa
“Home of the EVERYTHINGS”

6615 Buffalo Road
814-899-9005

www.diningverse.com/fiddleinn

Cindy Fabin,
Realtor, GPA, RRS, CNHS
Multi Million Dollar Producer, PARISHIONER
FOR OUTSTANDING RESULTS,
YOU NEED AN OUTSTANDING AGENT!
Cell: 814-881-1087 - Office: 814-899-3005
Email: cFabin@howardhanna.com | Erie, PA, 16510

oward
annas

o Insurance.

= !

p° 4
Widoet [ e
OFinancial help heOt
your home.

widgetfinancial.com

William D. Elkin

Funeral Home
65 South Lake St. e North East
725-4511
Timothy P. Elkin, F.D.
William D. Elkin, F.D.
Pre-Arrangements Available

LIHEAPhelps.com
National Fuel

PART OF THE SOLUTION

5151 BUFFALO RD.
ERIE, PA 16510

ROBERT D. TAYLOR, SUPERVISOR
814-315-0911

WWW.DUSCKAS-TAYLORFUNERALHOME.COM

%) Foster's @
,9 Rose of Sharon
77 Floral & Gift Shop
Merry Christmas!
Savings of Up To 60% On All items
2108 o BA-B00-E0T1

Tony Montefiori

Eri(e%City

SN by Ericson
Because Every Life is Worth Remembering

Located just down the road

2515 Buffalo Rd ¢ Erie, PA 16510
(Across from St. James School)

814-898-0709

Indoor and Outdoor Showrooms

Cemetery Memorials * Bronze Markers
Vases ¢+ Candles * Pet Urns

RUSSELL C. SCHMIDT &
SON FUNERAL HOME, INC.
5000 Wattsburg Road « Erie, PA 16504

(814) 824-5000 « Fax (814) 824-5006
www.SchmidtFuneralHomeErie.com

Dennis D. Schmidt, President/Supervisor
Pre-Arranged, Pre-Financed, and
Cremation Funerals Available

@ ! 3-D-4-3

Contact Tim Weir t
tweir@4LPi.com or

catholicmatich’
Pennsylvania

ITURGICAL
UBLICATIONS

7GR ADVERTISE YOUR

AV
UTEMES BUSINESS HERE

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 ® www.4lpi.com

“Your Computer
Professional”

JDL

[computers

el 398-3300

JDLCOMPUTERS.COM

A Deli and So Much More

w Harborcreek —
Marketplace Deli (

o place an ad today!
(800) 477-4574 x6568

814-899-3671
6992 Buffalo Road
Harborcreek

o loclusy Sl

GET HELP AT THE TOUCH OF A BUTTON
$29.%% / Mo. BILLED QUARTERLY

9. Providing Protection In the Home « One Month Free « No Long-Term Contracts « Price Guarantee

CALL TODAY! 877.801.7772

245 satN

14-1199




