OUR LADY OF MERCY CHURCH

837 Bartlett Road e Harborcreek, PA 16421 e www.ourladyofmercychurch.org

IMASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil: 6:00 p.m.

Sunday: 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

Weekday: 8:30 a.m.

Holy Day of Obligation: 8:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

PARISH STAFF

Msgr. Gerald T. Ritchie, Pastor

Donna Clark, Pastoral Minister

Irene Lucas, Director of Lifelong Faith Formation
Brandon Vogt, Director of Liturgy & Music
Marsha MacKinnon McKinley, Admin. Assistant
Geri Hadlock, Youth Minister

Kirk Mientkiewicz, Maintenance Coordinator

Andrea Maille, Lifelong Faith Formation Secretary

CONTACT INFORMATION

Parish Office: 814-899-5342
Office of Lifelong Faith Formation: 814-899-6132
Fax: 814-898-3306

Email: info@ourladyofmercychurch.org

November 26, 2017

MISSION STATEMENT

We are a Eucharistic, Catholic Christian Community of Communities
formed by the Word of God and the teachings of the Church.

We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to live the values of Jesus Christ

in a prayerful, welcoming and nurturing environment.



Feast of Christ The King—November 26, 2017
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For a complete calendar of events, please visit
ourladyofmercychurch.org/calendar

Mon. 11/27 Youth Fundraiser—Bob Evans

11:00 am.  Centering Prayer
6:30 p.m. SCC-Fruit of the Vine

Tue. 11/28 Youth Fundraiser—Bob Evans

9:30 a.m. SCC- Steel Magnolias
2:00 p.m. Prayer Shawl

4:00 p.m. Rel Ed Gr 3-6

5:30 p.m. Children’s Choir Rehearsal
6:00 p.m. Sister Parish Meeting

Wed. 11/29 1:00 p.m. SCC-Diamonds in the Rough
Thur. 11/30 9:00 a.m. Painting Class

Fri.

6:00 p.m. Prayer Shawl
6:45 p.m. Choir Rehearsal
7:00 p.m. Tech Comm Mtg

12/01 1:30 p.m. Legion of Mary

Sat. 12/02 10:00 a.m. Mass of Remembrance

4:30 p.m. Sacrament of Penance

Sun. 12/03 First Sunday of Advent

Casserole Club Drop Off

Food Pantry Monthly Collection

9:30 a.m. Healing Ministry

9:30 a.m. Rel Ed Gr K-2

12:00 p.m. RelEdGr7 &8

12:00 p.m. Mother Daughter Strengths
Workshop
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Due to the publisher’s filing deadlines for the Christmas
and New year’s Holidays, bulletin content is due as
follows:

December 8—content due for the Dec. 17 bulletin
December 11—content due for the Dec. 24 bulletin
December 14—content due for the Dec.31 bulletin
December 20—content due for the Jan. 7 bulletin

The OLM Parish Office will be
closed Monday, December 25
through Monday, January 1, 2018 in
observance of the Christmas and
New Year’s Holidays.
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Mon. 11/27 8:30a.m. Communion Service
Tue. 11/28 8:30a.m. Communion Service
Wed. 11/29 8:30a.m. Communion Service
Thur. 11/30 8:30a.m. Communion Service
Fri. 12/01 8:30a.m. Communion Service
Sat. 12/02 8:30a.m. NO MASS

6:00 p.m. Luke Purvis (Barb & Daughters)
Sun. 12/03 8:30a.m. Forthe People of OLM

11:00 a.m. Sal Frontino

(Joan Zwick &Sarah Heilman)

C 1 E
Mon. 11/27 Rom 11:29-36 /  Luke 14:12-14
Tue. 11/28 Rom 12:5-16b /  Luke 14:15-24
Wed. 11/29 Rom 13:8-10 /  Luke 14:25-33
Thur. 11/30 Ez47:1-2,8-9,12/1 Cor 3:9¢-11,16-17/

John 2:13-22

Fri. 12/01 Rom 15:14-21 /  Luke 16:1-8
Sat. 12/02 Rom 16:3-9,16,22-27/ Luke 16:9-15
Sun. 12/03 Wis 6:12-16/ 1 Thes 4:13-18/Mt 25:1-13

PR LINE

9:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. Call Donna Smicker at 899-9108
4:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m. Call Gerri Extein at 899-6875
The Hospital Visitor for the week is Marilyn Garwig.
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Israel maintained the belief that God alone was
their king, yet they continually turned to earthly kings
for leadership. They should have been mistrustful of
human rulers who abused their power and exploited the
people to benefit themselves. In contrast, King David
was a “shepherd” to God’s people. Like a shepherd, he
cared for the flock and protected them from harm.

Jesus was not a king in the way we understand rulers,
as those who levy taxes, raise armies, and subjugate
their citizens. Jesus shepherded his people and led them
on the right way. At the end of time, we will gather the
people before God’s judgment seat and separate “the
sheep from the goats.” This is a symbolic way of saying
that Jesus will distinguish between those who did or did
not do God’s will. Unlike the commands of tyrants who
ruled the world, Jesus’ commands were not oppressive .
He simply asked his people to care for the poor and
suffering of the world. As faithful followers or our
servant-king, we must join in his work to bring about his
“kingdom of truth and life, holiness and grace, justice,
love, and peace.”

For Reflection: Is the role of king or servant more
attractive to me? Do | help to prepare the way for Christ’s
coming into our world? © Kay Murdy
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Today, we culminate the liturgical year with the
Solemnity of Christ the King. Next weekend, Advent
begins. Please refer to the sheet you received in last
week'’s bulletin regarding all of the events and liturgies
that make up this beautiful season. There are extra
flyers on the tables in the Gathering Space.

The annual Mass of Remembrance is Saturday,
December 2 at 10:00 a.m. The Bereavement Ministry
invites all members of Our Lady of Mercy to attend this
annual Memorial Mass to support the families of our
parish who have lost loved ones during the past year.
Please join us for this special celebration.

The Erie Diocese and Bishop Persico welcome 75 singers
and musicians from many Erie area parishes in the
performance of Answer the Call on December 3 at 2:00
p.m. at Cathedral Prep. This Lessons and Carols bridges
Advent to Christmas though scripture readings and
music composed by Michael Malthaner, music director
at Sacred Heart. The concert is free and open to the
public. OLM Parishioners Ken and Brian Marshall, and
Sue Haynes will be performing in the choir. Following the
performance a free-will offering will be collected to
benefit the retired priests and religious funds. Please
mark your calendar and join in this celebration of hope
as we hear God’s message to Answer the Call.

Mark your calendars for an evening of meditative sung
prayer on Monday, December 11 at 6:00 p.m. Take
some time to slow down amidst the busy holiday season
to allow your heart to rest quietly and prepare a place
for the coming of the Savior.

Thank you to all who attended the “My Heart Shall Sing”
Concert on November 12. It was a beautiful afternoon. We
raised over $500 dollars for the National Association of
Pastoral Musicians Mark Kulyk Fund. Thank you for your
generosity.
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Due to the publisher’s submission deadline for this bulletin
the financials had not yet been reported. Results will appear
in the next bulletin.

Our first Mission Trip

fundraiser is at Bob Evans on Buffalo Rd. on Monday,
November 27 and Tuesday November 28. this is a great
way to help the youth of the parish. Bring in the Bob
Evans flyer from the Nov. 19 bulletin; extras are on the
bulletin tables. The youth will receive 15 % of your
check. While you are there, also check out the raffle at
the door.

If you would like to buy a gift for the child of a needy
Veteran, please contact Janet Smith at 899-5495 or see
the display in the parish office to take an information
card. Gifts need to be returned by November 28.

The Ella Cochran Food Pantry’s “Christmas Caring Tree”
is on display in the Gathering Space. If you would like to
brighten a child’s or senior’s Christmas, please take a
name from the tree and return a wrapped gift by
December 9 and 10. If you have any questions, contact
Aimee McKinney at 899-1361.

- -1 -
The winner for the week of November 14 was, Sydney
Kisiel Grade 6, who knew that the Bible is the Word of
God.

A new biweekly video series for young adult Catholics is
on YouTube. Designed with the young-adult Catholic in
mind, Catholic Central features chat about faith, the
Bible, Catholicism, and prayer (with tons of puns,
costume changes, and sketches thrown in).

If you love to baby sit we could use you in the Nursery
about once a month during the 11:00 a.m. Mass. If you
are interested please Donna Clark at 899-5342 or
dclark@ourladyofmercychurch.org

Parishioners of Our Lady of Mercy are offering their
professional skills as counselors for adults, teens and
family counseling. Counseling meetings are at the
church, in a confidential setting. To schedule an
appointment contact Donna Clark at 899-5342.

G: Gratitude - Stewardship is based on Gratitude. When
| am grateful for the blessings and gifts from God | am
moved to give back.

Our Lady of Mercy uses Faith Direct to manage our
electronic giving. Donations can be deducted from
checking or savings accounts, or you may also use a
credit card. Go to: www.ourladyofmercychurch.org and
look for the Faith Direct icon on the left hand column.



find us on Facebook!
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DECEMBER 2017
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

Aidan Tylman 16
Aubrie Olson 14
Shania Martin 12
Gabriella Licata 11

Perrin Baker 1

Morgan Wilhelm 12
Samuel Camillo 8

Ava Froess 11
Raegan Andrews 10
Noah Bleil 18
Adam Wright 14
Laurel Prokopchak 18
Ariel Owens 16
Alivia Smith 11
Leo Nicolussi 17

Angel Gilbert 9

Emily Desser 15
Hayley Montano 10

ﬁ? ﬁ?ﬁ?

Joey Bernatowicz 10

Need a stocking stuffer? Order gift
cards for Christmas stockings from the
SCRIP Program. Pick up your order
form from the Scrip table after Mass or
pick one up in the parish office. Orders

must be placed no later than December 10 for
guaranteed delivery before Christmas.

We just want to say Thank You so much

for your generosity in support of our trip

to NCYC. The money donated for meals is

enough to cover everyone’s meals for our

trip. As always the support we receive from the parish is a

real blessing for our youth ministry program. Thank you so

much.
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As we continue to reflect on the call to respect the
dignity of all human life, we turn to the social issue of
capital punishment. During the month of November,
section will offer the teaching of Scripture and the Church
on this pro-life issue.

Since 1973, 160 individuals in the U.S. sentenced to death
have been exonerated. The most recent was Rickey Dale
Newman on Oct. 11, 2017. One wrongly convicted of a crime
has the possibility of being released; one wrongly executed for
a crime can never have justice restored.
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/innocence-and-death-penalty

(Jn. 8:5, 7)

(

The Erie Pro-Life community has three events in January
2018 that provide you an opportunity to speak out on
behalf of unborn children and the unalienable right to life.

Pro-Life Breakfast: Saturday, January 13 at 9:00 a.m.
Erie Bayfront Convention Center. Cost $16 for adults and
$8 for children 3-12 years of age. The featured speaker is
Ann McElhinny, author of “Gosnell.”

DC March for Life: Friday, January 19, 2018. Annual bus
trip sponsored by People for Life. $55 per seat, $50 if
registered by December 1.

Go to People for Life at: www.Peopleforlife.life or call 882-
1333 for information/reservations. You can also call Phil
Legler at 504-1048.

Join a group of ladies who live alone for some great
fellowship on Tuesday, November 28 at 1:00 p.m. at Bob
Evans. Bring the youth mission trip coupon with you to help
raise money for the youth group. Questions: Call Donna in
the parish office 899-5342.

Because the holidays keep us all so busy, rather than read a
book in December, we will meet on Wednesday, December
20 at 6:30 p.m. at the home of Claudette Terrill, 6821 East
Lake Rd. to watch a movie, “The Help”.

You are invited to a Frosty Party on Sunday,
December 10 from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. in
Sperry Hall. Crafts, games, food, fun and maybe
even a special guest surprise. Come and
celebrate Advent with us. Please bring a plate of
cookies to share.
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